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LIFE OF 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 



It has been sii^ested to the publisher of the ensuing speeches 
of the great departed statesman Daniel Webster — undeniably 
the most important and eloquent of all his public efforts, remarkable 
and memorable as they were — ^that they should be accompanied 
by a sketch of his life, and some familiar account of his public 
and prifvate career. 

In compliance with the su^estion, the following brief narrative 
has been prepared. The extraordinary sale which the speeches 
have already received, justifies the publisher in making the work 
as complete as .possible. Py the kind ifermission of the publishers 
of Harper's M^aziile, the publisher has been enabled to avail 
himself of an elaborate article in that work for December last, 
condensed soon after the death of its illustrious subject, frcnn the 
elaborate colun^ls (^ the journals of the day, extended discourses 
from the public pulpits, addresses of memb^s <^ the bar, and asso- 
ciative or legislative eulogies. 

The. following account of Mr. Wbbstbe's family, himself and his 
consecutive careef» is condensed from an aUe. article in a Bostcm 
journal, written by one who had long known Mr. Webstee inti- 
mately. 

''Daniel Webster was the son of Ebenezee Webster, of 
Salisbury, New Hampshire. He was born in that part of Salisbury 
now called Bosc^iwen, on the eighteenth <rf January, 1782. His 
father was a captain in the revolutionary army, and became subs^ 
quently, though not bred a lawyer, one of the Judges rf the Court of 
Common Pleas, He received his academical education at Bxeter and 



Portsmouth. He began his college studies at the latter seminary in 
1797, and received his degree in 1801. During the intervals of study- 
he taught a school. After leaving college, he tookcharge of an 
academy at Fryeburg, in Maine. He then applied himself to the 
study of the law, fii^t with Mr. Thompson, a lawjfer of Salisbury, 
and next with Christopjier Gore, of Bpston, who afterwards became 
Governor of Massachusetts. He came to Boston in 1804, and was 
admitted to the bar in the following year. 

"Mr. Webster's father at this time strongly urged him to 
take the office of Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas in New 
Hampshire, which was tendered for his acceptance ; but the son 
fortunately lesisted the temptation — ^for such it then appeared in 
the eyes of every body. He remained at Boscawen till his father's 
death, in 1807. He then removed to Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, where he formed an acquaintance with Dexter, Story, Mason, 
and other men, who became eminent at the bar and in public life. 
Mr. Webster was chosen Representative to Congress in November, 
1812, and took his first seat in Congress at the extra session in 
May, 1813. 

On the 10th of June, in that year, he delivered his first speech in 
that body, on the subject of the Orders in Council, and there he 
gave clear manifestations of those extraordinary powers of mind 
which his subsequent career brought out into so full a develop- 
ment. 

" He was re-elected to Congress in 1814, and in December 1815, 
removed to Boston, where he devoted himself to legal practice. His 
reputation as a lawyer had now risen high, and for five or six years 
he had little to do with politics. In 1820 he served as an Elector 
of President, and in 1821 as a member of the State Convention 
which revised the Constitution of Massachusetts. In 1822 he was 
elected to Congress from the Boston district, and immediately 
became a leading member of that body. His speech on Gteek 
Independence was delivered in 1823. 

"Mr. Webster was re-elected to Congress from Boston in 1824. 



He delivered the Address on laying the comer stone of the Bunker 
Hill Monument in 1825. He was again chosen to Congress in 
1826, and in the following year he was elected a Senator of the 
United States by the Legislature of Massachusetts. In the same 
year he delivered his Eulogy on Adams and Jefferson. 

" Mr. Webster's * Crreat Speech,' as it is deservedly called^-^eat, 
both for its intrinsic qualities and for its efiects upon the public 
mind — ^was delivered in the Senate on th^ 26th of January 1830, 
in the debate on what are called ' Foot's Resolutions.' Next to 
the Constitution itself, this speech is esteemed to be the most correct 
and ample definition of the true powers and functions of the Fed- 
eral government. 

" Mr. Webster continued in the Senate of the United States 
till 1840. When Van Bupen was elected President, in 1836, Mr. 
Webster received the electpral vote of Massachusetts. On the 
election of General Harrison, in 1840, Mr. Webster was appointed 
Secretary of State. The sudden death of the President and the 
accession of Mr. Tyler, caused a breaking up of the cabinet, all the 
members of which, except Mr. Webster, resigned their places. The 
result of bis remaining in office was the Ashburton treaty — ^nego- 
ciated by Mr. Webster in 1842, which settled the question of the 
north-eastern boundary, and at once put an end to a long protracted 
and threatening dispute with Great Britian. # 

" Shortly after this, Mr. Webster resigned the office of Secretary 
of State, and was again chosen Senator from Massachusetts in 
March, 1845. On the death of General Taylor, in July, 1850, and 
the accession of Mr.. Fillmore to the Presidency, he was again 
appointed Secretary of State, and in this office he died at Marsh- 
field, on the morning of the 24th of October, 1852." 

Such, in brief but comprehensive compass, are the geneology and 
prominent points in the public life of Mr. Webster. A considera- 
tion of his character as a public man, gathered partly from the 
quarters we have indicated, and partly from original source^ will 
not be uninteresting to our readers : 
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*• It seems to have been universally conceded, since Mr. Web- 
ster's death, that his ambition throughout Kfe, or at least throughout 
his entire public career, was to serve his country ; and to illustrate 
and perpetuate the great charter of our liberties, of which he was 
alike the ablest expounder and defender. 

" And yet look at him — for the lesson is not unworthy of heedful 

consideration. He was a mere private individual ; the son of a 

poor, stripling New Hampshire farmer ; who rose to the highest 

State, eminence (for the Peesident himself was not before him) in the 

by the force of his own mind. His public life comprised a period 

of nearly thirty-three years, during which he never shrunk from the 

declaration of his principles, nor from the full discharge of all his 

responsibilities. He never failed his country in the hour of her 

need. "He was independent, self-poised, steadfast, unmovable. 

You could calculate him, like a planet" His life was a series of 

great acts for great purposes. With the peace of 1815, his 

most distinguished public labors began; "and thenceforward," 

remarks one of his ablest contemporaries, " he devoted himself, the 

ardor of his youth, the energies of his manhood, and the autumnal 

wisdcMQfi of his riper years, to the affairs of legislation and 

diplomacy, preserving the peace, keeping unsullied the honor, 

establishing the boundaries, and vindicating the neutral rights of 

his country, and laying its foundations deep and sure. On all 

measures, in fine, affecting his country, he has inscribed his opinions, 

and left the traces of his hand. By some felicity of his personal life, 

by some deep or beautiful word, by some service of his own, or 

some commemoration of the services of others, the Past gives 

us back his name, and will pass it on and on, to the farthest 

Future." 

Webster never betra)red the mere politician, either in his public 
acts or in his speeches. Their tone was always elevated. No 
undignified appeal, no merely personal reflection upon an opponent, 
no unparliamentary allusion, ever escaped his lips, in the hottest 
strife of debate ; nor,4iuringhis whole career in the councils of the 



nation, was he ever, "called to order," by the presiding officer of 
either body. 

As k Man, Danibi* Webster was esteemed and loved by all 
who knew him, and loved and esteemed the most by those who 
knew him most intimately. While his imaffected, natural, innate 
dignity never deserted him, he was nevertheless in heart and 
manner, as simple and unostentatious as a child. The kindliness 
and tenderness of his heart were seen and felt by all who came 
within the charmed circle erf" his intimacy. He was, as we have 
said, a country boy in early life ; and it is eminently true, and 
especially worthy of remark, that the associations of the countrjr 
were always uppermost in his bosom, when happily liberated from 
affairs of government and the state. He was always happy, if we 
may take the concurrent testimony of his oldest friends and of 
himself, when he could escape from the worrying cares and anxieties 
of {»x>fe88ional or of public life, to the retired and homely pursuits 
of his Marshfield farm. The most genial humor pervaded all he 
did and said, while thus engaged. 

" He loved," (says a forceful but evidently very warped writer, 
who, from some difference of opinion upon a much-agitated subject, 
regarded him with no partial eye,) " he loved out-door and manly 
sports — ^boating, fishing, fowling. He was fond of nature, loving 
New Hampshire's mountain scenery. He had started sm^ and 
poor, had risen great and high, and honorably had fought his way 
alone. He was a farmer, and and took a countryman's delight in 
country things ; in loads of hay, in trees ; and the noble Indian 
com— ^in monstrous swine. He had a patriarch's love of sheep — 
choice breeds thereof he had. He took delight in cows — short- 
homed Durahams, Herefordshires, Aryshires, Alderaeys. He tilled 
paternal acres with his own oxen. He loved to give the kine 
fodder. It was pleasant to hear his talk of oxen. And but three 
days before he left the earth, too ill to visit them, his oxen, lowing, 
came to see their sick lord, and as he stood in his door, his great 
cattle were driven up, that be might smell their healthy breath, 
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and look his last on those broad, generous faces, that w&m never 
false to him. He was a friendly man : all along the shore there 
were plain men that loved him — ^whom he also loved ; a good 
neighbor, a good townsman-^ 

" ' Lofty and sour to those that loved Mm not, 
But to those men that sought him, sweet as summer.' '' 

And with all his greatness, we must be permitted to regard him 
in the light that we love best to regard the departed statesman. 
We love to read the simple, cordisJ, honest, letters, that he addressed 
to his farmer-overseer, at Franklin, and those to old friends, in 
which he described the struggles of his early life in the country ; in 
which humor sometimes vies with pathos, until you both laugh and 
weep at the felicity of the combination. What, for example, could 
be more simple, more manly, more touching, than the following 
extract ? The words of the closing p^agraph seem to have sobbed 
as they dropped from the pen : 

"My Father, Ebenezer Webster! — ^bq;m at Kingston, in t;he 
lower psart of the State, in 1739 — the handsomest man I ever saw, 
except my brother Ezekiel, who appeared to me, and so does he 
now seem to me, the very finest humaji form that ever I laid eyes on. 
I saw him in his coflm — ^a white forehead — a tinged cheek — a com- 
plexion as clear as heavenly light ! But where am I straying ? 

" The grave has closed upon him, as it has on all my brothers 
and sisters. We shall soon be all toother. But this is melancholy 
— ^and I leave it. Dear, dear kindred blood, how I love you all ! 

" This fair field is before me — ^I could see a lamb on any paxt 
of it. I have plowed it, and raked it, and hoed it, but I never, 
mowed it. Somehow, I could never learn to hang a scythe ! I had 
not wit enough. My brother Joe used to say that my father sent 
me to college in order to make me equal to the rest of the chiUren ! 
Of a hot day in July-— 'it must have been ope of the last years of 
Washington's administration — ^I was making hay, with my father, 
just where I now see a remaining ehn tree, about the middle of the 
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afternooru The Hon, Abi'bl Fostee, M. C.^ who lived in Canter- 
bury, six mi]^8 oC^called at the house, and came into the Md to see 
my father. He was a worthy m^n, college-learned, and had been 
a minister, but was not ^person of any considerable natural powers. 
My father was his friend and supporter. He ta&ed a while in 
the field, and went on his way. When he was gone, my father 
called me to him, and we sart down beneath the elm, on a hay-cock. 
He said, ' My gon, that is a worthy man, he is a member of Con- 
gress; he goes to Philadelphia, and gets six dollar? a day, while I 
toil here. It is because he had an education, which I never had. 
If I had had his early education, I should have been in Philadel- 
phia in his place. I came near it, as it was ; but I missed it, and 
now I must work here.' * My dear father,' said I, 'you shall not 
work ; my brother and I will work for you, and wear our hands 
out, and you shall rest' — and I remember to baye cried, and I cry 
now at the recollection. * My child,' said he, * it is of no impor- 
tance to me ; I now live but for my children ; I could not give 
your elder brother the advantages of knowledge, but I can do 
something for you. Exert yourself— improve your oj^rtunities — 
learn — feam— and when I am gone, you will not need to go through 
the hardships which I have undergone, and which have made me 
an old man before my time.' The next May he took me to Exeter, 
to the Philips Exeter Academy — ^placed me under the tuition of 
its excellent preceptor, Dr. Benjamin Abbott, still living.'* 

We pass to an illustration or two of Mr. Webster's oratorical 
manner, and a few anecdotes of Mr. Webster, connected with his 
private life and public performances. No one who has ever seen 
Mr. Webster, will need any aid to memory in recalling his personal 
appearance, his pre-eminently marked features ; the co^imanding 
the height, large head and ample forehead ; the large, black, solemn, 
eawrnous eyes, under the pent-house of the overhanging brows , 
the firm, compressed lips, and broad chest— all these can never 
be forgotten. 
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speeches ever made in any public body by any statesman in the 
world — a speech which is the "crowning glory* of olir present 
collection — ^we present, from the excellent work by Mr. Charles W. 
MarcH) entitled '* Daniel WebsUr and his eontemjHtraries** a very^ 
vivid sketch of the scene in the Senate Chsunber, (during, and at 
the conclusion of the great orator's " Great Speech '* in reply to Mr. 
Hatne, of South Carolina.) It is authenticaUy related of Mr. 
Webster, that as he wns walking down the eentre-walk in the 
Capitol Park, the day after Mr.^HATN&'s speech, a friend said to 
him: 

"Mr. Websteb, that will be a difficult qpeech to answer." 
" AVe «hall see," s^d Mr. Webster, taking off his hat, and ps^s^ng 
his hand over his great broad forehead. " We— shall — see— sir, to? 
morrow; we shall see <o*morrou>, Sir! " 
And they did see^ — and the country — and the world." 
It was on Tuesday, January the 26lh^ 1830, — ^a day to be here- 
after forever memorable in Senatorial annals,^-that the Senate 
resumed the consideration of Footers Resolution. There was 
never before in the city, an occasion of so much excntement. To 
witness this great intellectual contest, multitudes of strangers 
had for two or three days previous been rushing into the city, and 
the hotels overflowed. As early, as nine o'clock of this morning, 
crowds poured into the Capitol, in hot haste ; at 12 o'clock, the 
hour of meeting, the Senate-Chamber, — ^its galleries, floor and even 
lobbies, — ^was filled to its utmost capacity. The very stairways 
were dark with men, who hung on to one another, like bees in a 
swarm. - 

The House of Representatives wa^ early deserted. An adjourn- 
ment would have hardly made it emptier. The speaker, it is true, 
retained his chair, but no business of moment was, or could be, 
attended to. Members all rushed in to hear Mr, Webster, and no 
call of the House or other Parliamentary proceedings could compel 
them back. The floor of the Senate was so densely crowed, that 
persons once in could npt get out, nor change their position ; in the 
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rear of the Vice-Presidential chair, the crowd was particularly 
intense. Dixon H. Lewis, then a Representative from Alabatna, 
became wedged in here. From his enormous size, it was impossi- 
ble for him to move without displacing a vast portion of the 
multitude. Unfortunately too, for him, he was jammed in directly 
behind the chak erf the Vice-President, where he could not see, and 
hardly hear, the speaker. By slow and laborious effort — ^pausing 
occasionally to breathe— he gained one of the windows, which, 
constructed of planted glass, flank the chair of the Vice-President 
on either side. Here he paused, unable to make more headway. 
But determined to see Mr. Webster as he spoke, with his knife he 
made a large hde in one of th6 panes of glass ; which is still visi||le 
as he made it,' Many were so placed, as not to be able to see the 
speaker at all. 

The courtesy of Senators accorded to the fairer sex room on 
the floor — the most gaBant of them, their own seats. The gay 
bonnets and brilliant dresses threw a varied and picturesque beauty 
over the scene,, softening and embelishing it. 

Seldom^ if ever, has ^pecJter in. this or any other country had 
more powerful incentives to exertion ; a subject, the determination 
of which involved the teost important interests, and even duration, 
of the republic ; competitors, unequalled in reputation, ability, or 
position ; a name to mak^ still more glorious, or lose forever ; and 
an audience, comprising not only persons of this country most 
eminent in intellectual greatness, but representatives of other 
nations, where the art of eloquence had flourished for ages. All 
the soldier seeks in o{^rtunity was here. 

Mr* Webster perceived, and fdt equal to, the destinies of the 
•inoment. The very greatness of the hazard exhilarated him. His 
sfHrits rose with the occasion. He awaited the time of onset with 
a stern and impatient joy. He felt, like the M^ar-horse of the 
Scriptures, who **paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength : 
who goeth on to meet the armed m6n,-'-who sayeth among the 
.trumpets. Ha, ha I and who ^melleth the battle zhr off, the thunder 
of the captains and thje shouting." 
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A confidenee m his own resources, springing from no vain eirtimltte 
of his power, but the legitimate offspring of previous severe mental 
discifdine sustained and excited him. He had guaged his opponents, 
his subjeot and himtelf. 

He was too, at this period, in the very prime^ of. manhood. He 
had reached middle ege-^an era ,in the life of man, when the 
faculties, physical or intellectual, may be supposed to attain then* 
fullest oi^nization, and most perfect development. Whatever 
there was in him of intellectual enei^ and Vitality, the occasion, 
his full life and high ambition, might well brii^ forth. 

He never rose on ai) ordinary occasion to address an ordinary 
audience more self-possessed. There was no tremuloosi^ss in his 
voice nor manner ; nothing huried, nothing simi^ted. The calm- 
ness of superior strength was visible everywhere ; in countenance, 
voice, and bearing. A deep seated conviction of the extraordinary 
character of the emergency, and of his al^ity to control it, seemed 
to possess him wholly. If an observer, more Aan ordinarily keen- 
sighted, detected at times something like exultation in his eye, he 
{M-esumed it sprai^ from the- excitement of the moment, and the 
anticipation of victory. 

The anxiety to hear the speech was so bt^tse, irrepressible, and 
universal, that no sooner had the Vice-President assumed the chair, 
than a. motion was made and mianimously carried, to postpcn^e the 
ordinary pr^minaries of SenatcHial action, and to take up imnaedir 
ately the consideration of the resolution* 

Mr. Webster rose and addressed the Senate. His exordium is 
known by heart, everywhere: "Mr. President, when thfe mariner 
has been tossed, for many days, m thick weather, and on an 
unknown sea, he naturally avails Inmself of the first pause in the 
stor^n, the earliest glance of the sun, .to take his latitude, and ascer- 
tain bow far the dbmenis have driven him from his true course. 
X^et us imitate this prudetioe ; and before we float fur^r, on the 
waves of this debate, reler to the point from which we dqmrted, 
that we may, at least, be> ahfe to form aome conjecture where we 
now are. I ask for the reading of the nMKdution.'' 



There wanted na Qioi?e to enebain the attentknu There WM a 
spontaneous, though silent, expression of eager approbation as ib^ 
orator concluded these opening remarks. And while the clerk read 
the resolution, many attempted the impossibility of getting nearer 
the speaker. Ev^ry head was inclined closer towards him, every 
ear turned in the diteo*ion of his voice— and that deep, sudden, 
mysterious silence followed, which always attends fulness of Amotion. 
Prom the sea of upturned feces, before him, the orator beheld his 
thoughts reflected as from a mirror. The varying countenance, 
the suffused eye, the earnest smile, and ever-attentive look 
assured him of his audience's entire sympathy. If among his 
hearers diere were those who affected at first an indifference to his 
glowing thdughts and fervent periods, the difficidt mask was soon 
laid aside, and profound, undisguised, devoted attention followed. la 
the earlier part of his speech, one of his principal opponents seemed 
deeply engrossed in the careful perusal of a newspaper he held 
before his face ; but this, on nearer approach, proved to be upside 
down. In truth, all, sooner or later, voluntarily, or in spite of 
themselves, were wholly carried away by the eloquence of the 
orator. 

One of the hajppiest retorts ever made in a forensic controvert 
was his application of Hajme's comparison of the ghost of the 
^* murdered coalition " to the ghost of Banquo : 

"Sir, the honorable member was not, for other reasons, entirely 
happy in his allusions to the fst(xry of Banquo^s murder, and Ban- 
quo's ghost. It was not, I think, the friends, but the enemies of the 
murdered Banquo, at whose bidding hi^ spirit would not down. 
The honorable gentleman » jredi in his reading of the English 
classics, and can put me right if I am wrong ; but, according to 
my poor ree<^eotion, it was at those who had begun mih caresses, 
and ended w^ foul and treacl^rous muiil^, itbat the go^ locks 
were shaken ! The ghost of Banquo, like that of Hamlet, was atn 
bonest ghost. It (fe^urbed no innocent »Aa. It Ipmh^ where its 
appearance would strike terror, and who wouW cry out, ^finog^ y ^ 
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flfiade itself visible in the right quarter, aiid compelled the guUty, 
add th^ conscience-smitien, and none others, to start, with, 

"'Pr'jihee, see there! behold t look I H 
If I stand here, 1 saw him I * 

Tflput. eyeballs were. seared (was it not so, sir?) whchad thought 
to shield themselves, by concealing their own handy <^d laying the 
imputation of the crime on a low and hireling agency ,iu "wicked- 
ness; who -had vainly attempted to stifle the wprkings.of their 
own coward consciences, by ejaculating, through white lijps and 
cbattering teeth, '* Thou canst not say I did it ! " I have misread 
the great poet if those who bad no way partaken in the deed of 
death, either found that they were, or feared thai they should fte, 
pushed from their stools by the ghost .of the slain,, or exclaimed, to 
IL spectre created by their own fears, and their pwn remoiise, 
f Avaunt and quit our sight ! - 

Thete was a smile of appreciation upon the fapes all arpund, at this 
most feliqitous, use of another's illustra^on— »this tiurning one's own 
;vyitness against him-— in which CoL Hayne good humoredly jomed. 

As the orator carried out the moral of Macbeth, and proved by 
the e^an^le of that deep-thinking, intelleotual, but insanjaly ambi> 
tious character, bow little of substantial good or permanent power 
was to be secured by a devious and unblessed pcilicyj he turned his 
eye vvjth a sigi^ficance of eiqpression, full . of prophetic revelation 
upon liie Vice-President) reminding hin;i that those who had foully 
removed Banquo had placed 

" A baiTon sceptre in tbeir gripe, 

N9 9(ni qf thsin nieendingj* 

Erery eye of Ae whole audience followed the direction of his own 
-r*and witnessed the changing countenance and visible agitation of 
Mr. Cedhoun. ' 

Surely, no prediction ever met a more rapid or fuller confirm- 
ation, even to the very manner in which the disaster was accom- 



plashed. Within a few brief mon^, the political fortunes df the 
Vice-President, at this moment seemingly on the verj point of 
culmination, had sunk so lowj there were none so poor to do him 
reverence. 

Whether for a moment a presentiment of the approaching crisis 
in his fate, forced upon his mind by the manner and language of 
the speaker, cast a gloom over his countenance or ftome other 
cause, it is impossible to say; but his brow grew dark, nor for 
some time did his features recover Aeir usual impassibility. 

The allusion nettled him,-r-the more as he could not but witness 
the effect it produced upon others— and made him restless. He 
seemed to seek an opportunity to break in up(»i the speaker ; and 
later in the day, as Mr. Webster was exposing ihei gross and ludi- 
crous inconsistencies of South Carolina poUticians, upon the subject 
of Internal Improvements, he interrupted him with some eageme$s : 
'' Does the chair understand the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
say that the person now occupying the chair of the Senate has 
changed his opinions on this subject?" To this, Mr. Wrf)ster 
replied immediately, anc^ good-naturedly : "FrcM^a nothing ever said 
to me, sir, have I had reason to know of any change in the opin- 
ions of the person filling the chair of the Senate. If such change 
has taken jJace, I regret it." * 

Those who had doubted Mr. Webster'? ability to oope with wd 
overcome his opponents were fully satisfied of their error before 
he had proceeded far in his speech. Their fears soon took another 



* Mr. Calhotm's interruptson was nn-Parliamenta^, or rather, un-SenatoriaL The 
Vice-President is not a member of the Senate, and haa bo Toiee in it saye fofr ttb 
preservatiou of order and enforcement of the rules, H# cannot paitieipate othflrwise 
ei ther in the debates or proceedings. He is simply the presiding officor of iiie Senate . 
— having no vote in its affairs save on a tie. Had Mr. Webster made a diiect» 
unmistakable allusion to him, Mr. Galhoon still coqld haverfplied through a friendly - 
Senator, or the press. On this occasion ho was too mnch .exoited to attend to ftha , 
etiquette of his position. His feelings and his interest in Q» qMiUoa mid» him 
forgetful of his duty. 
2 
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direction. When t^y heard his sentences of powerful- thought, 
towering in accumulative grandeur, one abore the other, as if the 
orator strove, Titan like, to reach the very heavens themselves, 
they were giddy with an apprehension that he would break down 
m his flight. They dared not believe, that genius, learning, any 
intellectual endowment however uncommon, that was simply 
mortal, could sustain itself long in a career seemingly so perilous. 
They feared an Icarian fall. 

Ah ! who can ever forget, that was present to hear, the tremen- 
dous, the awful burst of eloquence with which the orator spoke of 
the Old Bay State I or the tones of deep pathos in which the 
words were pronounced : 

" Mr. President, I shall enter on no encomium upon Massachu- 
setts. There she is^ — behold her, and judge for yourselves. There 
is her history : the world kno%vs it by heart. The past, at least, is 
secure. There is Boston, and Concord, and Lexington, and 
Bunker Hill — and there they will remain forever. The bones of 
her sons, falling in the great struggle for independence, now lie 
mingled with the soil of every State, from New England to Georgia ; 
and there they wiH lie forever. And, sir, where American Liberty 
raised its first voice ; and where its youth was nurtured and sus- 
tained, there it still lives, in the strength of its manhood and full of 
its original spirit. If discofd and disunion shall wound it — ^if party 
strife and blind ambition shall hawk at and tear it — ^if folly an4 
madness — if uneasiness under salutary and necessary restraint — 
shall succeed to separate it from that Union, by which alone its 
existence is made sure, it will stand in the end, by the side of that 

SMnetinM later tiian thss, after a mptare had taken place between (^en. Jackson 
and himtelf, Mr. Foreytli, of Georgia, ^n being interrupted 'bj some (as he thonght) 
nacaSed for question or remark, rebuked him in an emphatic manner for TioIaUon 
of oflSdal etiqnttU. Mr. Van Bnren, who ousted and succeeded him, always remained 
, silent^ pladd, impertobatie ia his seat; however personal or seven the attack upon 
Um;«--aBd no Vibe-PiesidaDtiriiiee his day has ever attempted to interfere with the 
^itenssioas of the Beaate. 
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cradle in which its infancy was rocked : it will stretch forth its 
arm with whatever of vigor it may still retain, over the friends who 
gadier round it ; and it will fall at last, if fall it must, amidst the 
proudest monuments of its own glory, and on the very spot of its 
origin. 

What New England heart was there but throbbed with vehe- 
ment, tumultuous, irrepressible emotion, as he dwelt upon New 
En^and sufiering?. New England struggles, and New England 
triumi^, during the war of the Revolution ? There was scarcely 
a dry eye in the Senate ; all hearts were overcome ; grave judges 
and men grown old in dignified life turned aside their heads, to 
conceal the evidences of their emotion.* 

In one comer of Ae gallery was clustered a group of Massachu- 
setta men. They had hung from Ae first moment upon the words 
of the speaker, with feelings variously but always warmly excited, 
deepening m intensity as he proceeded. At first, while the orator 
was going through his exordium, they held their breath and hid 
their faces, mindful of the savage attack upon him and New Eng- 
land, and the fearful odds agsdnst him, her champion ; — as he went 
deeper into his speech, they felt easier ; when he turned Hayne's 
flank on Banquo's ghost, they breathed freer and deeper. But 
now, as he alluded to Massachusetts, their feelings were strained 
to the highest tension ; and when the orator, concluding his enco- 
mium upon the land of their birth, tum^, intentionally, or otherwise, 
his burning eye fell upon them — they shed tears like girls. 

No one who was not present can understand the excitement of 
the scene. No one, who was, can give an adequate description of 
it. No word-painting can convey the deep, intense enthusiasm, 
— ^the reverential attention, of that vast assembly — ^nor limner 
transfer to canvass their earnest, eager, awe-struck countenances. 



*6eB. Waflbiiigton said that the New England troops came better clothed ioto 
ttie field, were ae orderl j there, and fought as weD, if not better, than any troops on 
tkeeoniinent 



Though langu^e were ae subtile and flexible, as, thought, iti^ 
would be impossible to represent the full id^ of 4be soene. Tipem 
is something intangible in an emotion, which oaanot be tranB&rrad. 
The nicer shades of feeling ehide purstiit, IBnferj dasmption, 
therefore, of the occasion, seems to the narrator himself most txme^ 
spiritless, unjust. 

Much of the instantaneous e^ct of the qpe&eh ajrosef of course, 
from the orator's delivery — ^tbe tones of hig voicei his Montesmnoe^ 
and manner.*' These die mostly witK tbe^ ooeasion that calfa them 
forth — ^the impression is lost in the attempt at trauflmisaioB ftom 
one mind to another. They can ooXj be described in geneiat 
terms. ** Of the effectiveness of Mi. Webster's maaiiMr, in moKy 
parts," says Mr. Everett, "it would be in vain to attempt to give 
any one not present the faintest idea. It has been my fortune to hear 
some of the ablest speeches of the greatest living oraton cm both 
sides of the water, but I nrnst confesa» I never heard anytlni^ 
which so completely realized my conception of what DeoKM^henee 
was when he delivered the Oration fcwr the Crown*" 

Assuredly, Kean nor Kemble, nor any other masterly delineator 
of the human passions ever produced a more powerfiil impresttcm 
upon an audience, or swayed so comple^y their hearts* This 
was acting — ^not to the l]fe» but life itselt 



* Tlie peroral f^ppfovaaeA oClCt. Web^t^lwi \mm.%^Kmci inqomkidama' 
sion. He was at the time this speech iras deUyefod twenty jean younger ibMu 
Tkow. Time had not thinned nat hleached his hair : it was as darik as the rsTcn's 
plumage, sarmoonting his massire broir, in ample folds, fiis eje^ always dark and 
d<ip^iel» e nkindl e d by some growing lliought^ shono from beneath his sombre, over- 
hanging blow like ]i(|^ ia the blasknesg of night, from a sepddire. It was sach a 
countenance as Salyator Rosa dflighted to paint 

No one understood, or imderstands, better that Hr» Webster the phileso^y of 
dross : what a powerful auxiliary it is to speech and manner, when harmonizing 
with them. On this eeettton he a ppe ai - ed in a bhie coat and buif yest^— ^ Bero- 
lutionary colors of buff and blue ;— with a white ciarat^ a ^^^^rfTFMt than wkick astts 
is more becoming to his iiace and expression. T^»coQrtIypacttNilaiiiiy^cb:<eiMldd» 
no ItttSe to the influence of his manner and appoaranoe. 
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No 006 ever ledktd the orator, as he did — "o$ humerosque deo 
$imMi/' in form and feature how Wee a god. His countenance 
spake no less audiUj than his words. His manner gave new force 
to his language. As he stood swaying his right arm, like a huge 
. tilt-hammer, up and down, his swarthy countenance lighted up with 
excitement, he appeared amid the smoke, the fire, the thunder of 
his doquence, Bke Vulcan in his armory forging thoughts for the 
Gods! 

The human face never wore an expression of more withering, 
relentless scorn, than when the orator replied to Hayne's allusion 
to the ^murdered coalition." "It is," said Mr. W., "the very 
cast-off slough of d. polluted and shameless press. Incapable of 
further mischief, it lies in the sewer, lifeless and despised. It is not 
now, sir, in the power of the honorable member to give it dignity 
or decenby, by attempting to elevate it, and introduce it into the 
Senate. He cannot change it from what it is — an object of general 
disgust and scorn. On the contrary, the contact, if he choose to 
touch it, is more likely to irajg him down, down to the place 
where It Kes itself.'* He looked, as he spoke these word^, as if the 
thing he alluded to was too mean for scorn itself— and the sharp, 
stin^ng enunciation made the words still more withering. The 
audience seemed relieved, — ^so crushing was the expression of his 
face which they held on to, as 'twere, spell-bound, — ^when he turned 
to other topics. 

The good-natured yet provoking ifony with which he described 
the imaginary though life-like scene of direct collision between the 
marshalled array of South Carolina under Gen. Hayne on the one 
side,, and the officers of the United States on the other, nettled his 
oppoijent even more than his severer satire ; it seemed so ridicu- 
lously true. Col. Hayne enquired, with some degree of emotion, if 
the gentleman from Massachusetts intended any personal imputa- 
tion by such remarks? To which Mr* Webster replied, with 
perfect good humor : *' Assuredly not — just the reverse." 

The variety of incident during the speech, and the rapid fiuctu- 
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atiofi of passions, kept the midieoce in (xmtiaiial expeetaticm, md 
ceaseless iigkation. There was no chord of the heart the orator 
did not strike, as with a master-hand. The speech was a coiiq)lete 
drama of comic and pathetic scenes ; one varied excitement ; 
laughter a^d tears gaining alternate victo^. 

A great portion of the speech is strictly argumentative ; an 
exposition of constitutional law. But grave as such portion 
necessarily is, severely logical, abounding in no fancy or episode, 
it engrossed throughout the undivided attention of every inteUigent 
hearer. Abstractions, under the glowing genius of the orator, 
acquired a beauty, a vitality, a power to thrill the Uood and 
enkindle the affections, awakening into earnest activity many a 
d<»inant faculty. His ponderous syllables had an energy, a vehe- 
mence of .meaning in them that fascinated, while they startled. His 
thoughts in their statuesque beauty merely would have gained all 
critical judgment ; but he realized the antique fable, and warmed the 
marble into life. There was a sense of power in his language, — 
of power withheld and suggestive of still greater power,--4hat 
subdued, as by a spell of mystery, the hearts of all. Few power, 
whether intellectual or physical, produces in its earnest develop-* 
me^t a feeling closely allied to awe. It was never more felt than 
on this occasion. It had entire mastery. The sex, which is said 
to love it best and abuse it most, seemed as much or more carried 
away that the sterner one. Many who had entered the hall with 
light, gay thoughts, anticipatii^ at most a pleasurable excitement, 
soon became deeply interested in the speaker and his subject — sur- 
rendered him their entire heart ; and, when the speech was over, and 
they left the hall it was with sadder, perhi^s, but, surely, with far 
more elevated and ennobling emotions./ 

The exulting rush of feeling with which he went througtf the 
peroration threw a glow over his countenance, like inspiration. 
Eye, brow, each feature, every line of the face seemed touched, as 
with a celestial fire. All gazed as at something more than human. 
So Moses might have appeared to the awe-struck Israelites as be 
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efoerged fmn the dark clouds and thick ttnoke of Sinai, his face 
all radiant with the l^reath of divinity ! 

The swell and rdl of his yoice struck upon the ears of the spell'^ 
bound audience, in deep and melodious cadence, as waves upon 
the shore of the ''far resounding" sea. The Miltonic grandeur of 
his words was the fit etpression of his thought and raised his 
heaiers up to his theme. His voice, exerted to its utmost power, 
penetrated every recess or comer of the Senate — ^penetrated even 
the ante-rooms and stairways as he pronounced in deepest tones of 
pathos tbese words of solemn significance t ** When my eyes shall 
be turned to behold, for the last time, the sun in heaven, may I not 
see him shining oa the broken and dMumored fragments of a once 
glorious Union ; on States dissevered, discordant, belligerent ! on a 
land rent with civil feuds, or drenched, it may be, in fraternal 
blood ! Let ^ir kst feeble and lit^ring glance rather behold the 
gorgeous ensign of the Republic, now known and honored 
throughout the earth, stiH fuH hi^ advanced,* its arms and trophies 
streaming in their or^^al lustre, not a stripe erased nor poUuted, 
not a single star obscured, bearing for its motto no such miserable 
interrogatory as, "What is aQ this worth?** Nor those other 
words of delusion and folly. Liberty first, and Union afterwards ; 
but every where> spread all over m characters of living light, bla- 



* Kr. Webster may liave bad in his mind, when (^leaking of the g(»geous ensiga 
ef the SejmbliCy Milton'i description of the imperial banner in the lower r^gione 
floating acroM the immensity of space : 

" Who forthwith from the glittering staff nnfiirPd 
The imperial ensign ; irhich, full high adwanud 
Shone lilis a meteor streaming to the wind* 
With gems and golden lustre rich imblas'd* 
Seraphic arms and trophies ; aU the while 
SpDotons metal blewii^p martial sovmds : ** 

And this in its torn is borrowed from, or suggested bj, Tasso's description of tha 
banner of the Orusades, when first unfolded in Palestine— which the inquisitiTe reader 
BMj fittd» if ha dMOMb 1b ** teosalem Diihaiiid. 
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mig onfall tte^AHfle fcUM, as (he^ Hmt ov^r the sea and ovtt the 
land, and in every wind under the whole heavens, ^stt other «en- 
tiiaent, deur to every Amerioan heart, *^ Lwbbty awb Uitioif, now 

AMn FOaSVBa> ONE 4HD IN9SPAKABLE ! " 



The speeeh waK over, but the t<»ies of thia orator stiH lingered 
upon the ea^ b^ the and^ce, unconscious of the close, retained 
tbeir positioQfi. The i^ated eountenimce,^ the heaving bl^east, the 
sufittsed ^ye attested the cm^inued ioAuenoe of ^ speH upon 
them. Hands Ihat ui the excitement of ti^ moment had sought 
each other, 9^ nemaiMd dosed in an unconscious grasp: Eye 
stm turned to^ye, to reoeive and repay m«inal sympathy ; — and 
everywhere around Mfmiei ^g^AiIness -cf all but tfie orator's 
poresence i^otdwordsh 

WhoK^ the Yiee-IVesideat, hafltettmgto dissolve Ae sp^, ai^Iy 
infilled to order! onto! TJiere ticrver wasia deeper stinnem^-not a 
movement, not a gesture faadbastt nuMie,-*-*liot a vrfiisper ^tei^ed--;- 
order ! Silence ccmld almost have beard itself^ it was so supema^ 
turafly still* The feeling was too ovMrpoweria^, to Mtew^aqmssion 
by voice or hand. It ^mm miS ete wasin a trance, all motion 
paralyzed. 

But the descending bemmer of tiie CSuur asiroke them, with & 
start — and with one universal, long-drawn, deep breath, with which 
the overchai^ed heart seeks relief,— the crowded assembly broke 
up and d^arted. 



The New England men walked down Pennsylvania avenue that 
day, after the speech, with a firmer step ar4 boWejr fir — *' pride in 
their port, defiance tn their eye." Ycm wottM have sworn they 
had grown some inches taller in a few hours' time. They devoured 
the way, in their stride. Z^ey iooked every one in the face they 
met, fearing no contradiction. They swarmed in the streets; 
having become miraculously multitudinoiis. They clustered m 
parties and fought the scene i^viw om bxaairei 1mm that Bight. 



Thekr elatkm id» the greater, by teaotion, It knew no Ihnhs, o^ 
choice of expression. Not one of them but felt he had gained a 
perBMal Tictor^« liot oAe^ who was not ready to exclaim, with 
gashing eyes, id the foltiess of gratitude, "Thank God, I too am a 
Yankee!" 

In the evening General Jaokscm h^ a leree at the White House. 
It was known, in «dv«iiee, thlit Mr. Webster would attend it, and 
hardly had the keipitaUe deorv of the house been thrown open, 
when the crof^d that had Med tfie Senate chamber in the morning 
rushed in and MOupied the roemer. Persons a little more tardy in 
arriving found it almost impossible to get in, such a crowd oppressed 
theffntraace. 

Befeve dua evemiBg, the GeMral had be^n the observed of all 
fiikeenrwBs. Hs inilitery and peMmal reputation, official position, 
9^ant bearing, and courteous manners, had secured htm great and 
merited popularity. His vecef^oitt Were always gladly attended 
by Iwatffb misibenK«-4o whom he was himself the object of 
jKltraotiett. 

Biit<m thii oooasion^ the room in which he received his company 
was <le0erted, as ■oon as courtesy to ihe Ihresident permitted. Mr. 
Webster, it was wbisp^^ed, was in Ae East Room, and tiiither the 
whole mass burried» 

He stood dmost in the centre of the room, hemmed in by eager 
crowds, from whcnn dtere was no es<:;ape, all }»^sing to get nearer 
to him. He seemed but little exhausted by the intellectual exertion 
of the day, severe as it bad been. The flush of excitement still 
lingered and played upon his countenance, gilding and beautifying 
it, like (he settii^ sun its accompanying^ clouds. 

All w«re eager to get a sight at him. Some stood on tip-toe, and 
some even mounted the chairs of the room. Many were presented 
to him. The dense crowd, entering and retiring, moved round 
him, renewing the order of their ingression and egression, 
continually. One would ask his iMoghlm*: ''Where, which is 
Webster ? "— " There, don't you see him— that dark, swarAy man, 



with a great daep eye and heayy brow-«4lmt't tW^Mter." No odb 
was obliged to make a second inqpiiiy* 

In another part of the room was Gol. Hayne* He too, had bad 
his day of triumph, and received congratulation. His friends eTeil 
now contended that the contest was but a drawn-battle, no ftdl 
victory having been achieved on either side. There was nothing 
in bis own appearance this evening to iiMiicate the mortificatioii 
of defeat. With others, he went up and comi^&nented Hr. 
Webster on his brilliant effi>rt''^ , and no one, ignorant of the past 
struggle, could have siqpposed that they had late been engaged 
in such fierce rivalry. 

Mr. Webster is declared by all who knew (urn intimately, to be 
in private conversation one c^ the most entertaining and instructive 
of companions. He had a great ftmd of anecdotes of men and 
events, which he used to relate with inimitaUe eflEsot A Uogra- 
pher mentions, among others, ihe following : 

"One night, before rai^oads were built, he was forced to make a 
journey by private oonveyance firom Baltimore to Washington. 
The man that drove the wagon, was such an iIl-lo(dung fdlow, and 
told so many stories of roU^eries and' murd^rgi that, before they had 
^ gone hr, Mr. Webst^ was somewhat alarmed. At last the wagon 
' shopped, in the midst of a dense wood, when the man, turning sud- 
denly round to his passen^, exclaimed fixedly, ' Now^ sir, tdl me 
who you ai^ i ' Mr. Webster pepped, in -a faltering voice, and 
ready to tq)riBg.irom the vehicle, ' I am Daniei Webster, member 
of Congress, from Massachusetts!' 'Wh^ rejoined the driver, 
grasping hkn warmly by the hand, ' are you Webster ! Thank God ! 
thank God ! You were such an ugly chap, that I lock you for a 
highwayman.' This is the substance<of the stc»ry, bnl die {»»K»ise 



•It was said at tbe time, that, as OoL Hayne approached Mr. Webster to tender hia 
eoogrttnlatioiis, the latter accosted him with the usual ootirtesy, " How are 70a, 
this eremog, Coi Ha^ne ?«' and that OoL Hayne rqOM, good«liumorodlj,^ *' JV01W 
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wojrds used by Mr. Webster himsetf, can not be recalled, nor the 
inimitable bonhommie with, which it was related by him." 

When entertaining a party at dinner or holding a levee, Mr. 
Webster always looked the gentkman superbly^ when oat on a 
fishing excursion, he could not be taken for anything but an angler ; 
and when on a shooting frolic, be was a genuine rustic Nimrod. 
And hereby hangs an incident. He was once trami^ng over the 
Marshfield meadows, shooting ducks, when he encountered a couple 
of Boston sporting snobs, who happened to be in trouble ju«t 
then about crossing a bog. Not knowing Mr. Webster, and betiev- 
ing him to be strong enough to help them over the water, they 
begged to be conveyed to a dry point upon his back. The request 
was of course complied with, and after the cockneyi^ had paid Um 
a quarter of a dollar each for his trouble, they inquired if ' OW 
Webster was at home,' for as they had had poor luck in shooting, 
they would honor him with a call. Mr. Webster replied, * that the 
gentleman alluded to was not at home just then, but would be as 
soon as he could walk to the house,' and added, that he would be 
glad to see them at dmne^.' As may be presumed, the cockneys 
were never seen to cross the threshold of *01d Webster/ " 

"Two hours before he was to appear before the most magnificent 
of audiences, on the occasion of his last speech m New York, at 
Niblo's saloon* Mr. Webster was telling stories at his dinner-table, 
as unconcernedly as if he was only intending to take his usual 
nap. On being questioned as to what he proposed to say, he 
remarked as ioUows : ' I am going to be exce3si%'ely learned and 
classical, and shall talk much about the older citizens of Greece. 
When I make my appearance in Broadway to-morrow, people will 
accost me thus — Good mommg Mr. WsBSTSa. Recently from 
Greece, i understand.. How did you leave Mr. Psriglbs afid 
Mr. AaisTOPBikNss ?* 

The following is ope among the many New Hampshure anecdote* 
which Mr. Webster was in the habit of occasionally narrating to 
hi3 friends. It is given in nearly the narrator's own woftk : 
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^SMiiafttr eommenomg the practice of my profession at Ports- 
mouth, r was waited on by an old acquaintance of my father's, 
reeodeat in tfi luijacent county, vfho wished to engage' my pro^s^^. 
aioBal services. Some years previous, he had rented a farm, with 
the olear understanding that he could purchase it, after the expi- 
n^nm. c( his lease, for one thousand dollars. Finding the soil pro- 
ductive, he socm determined to own it, and as he laid aside money 
for ^ purchase, he was prompted to improve what he felt certain 
he would possess. But his landlord finding the property greatly 
increased in Srahie, coolly refused to receive the one thousand 
dollars, whenih dtte time it was presented ; and when his extortion- 
ale demand of 4oci^le that sum was refused, he at once brought an 
aotiotnof e^tment. The man had but the one thousand dollars, 
aiid an unbtemilfced feputation, yet I willingly undertook tjie 
case. 

♦'The opedi^ aigumeilt dT the plaintiff's attorney left me little 
ground fiar hope. He stated that he could prove that my client 
hired tfie. farm, but there was not ti^worii in the lease about the 
8ale» nor w»s there a woztl iq)oken about die sale when the 
lease was signed, as be shouM prove by a witness. In short^ his 
was a clear ^case, and I left the court*room at dinner tim6 with 
feeble hopes of sttoc^. By chance, I sat at the table next a 
n6wly«c<Miimissioned militia officer, and a brother-lawyer began to 
joke him aboirt his lack of n^irtiil knowledge ; *lnd6ed;* he jocosely 

remprked, 'yon shoidd write* down Ae orders, aiid get old W 

to beat thi^E into your sconce, as I sslw him this ihoming, with a 

pciper in his haaad, teadhing somethbg to young M ^in the court 

house entjry." 

" Caa it be, I the^t, that o)d W~— , tlie plaintiff in the case> 
w^ iufitoicting ydung M*--«-, vAio was his reliable witness ? 

" After dinner, the court was re-opened, and M- — ^ was put on 
the utaod. He was '«ainiiied by the plaintiffs counsel, and cer- 
taii4y t€M a dear, {dain story, repudiatfaig all knowledge of any 
agreement to seB. When he had ocmekdedi the of^site counsel 
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wiU^ a triumphant gluici6 tOrned ta 'me, aikda^ed ine if I w» 
^jfttk^? ' Not quit^' I re{djied[; 

^I had.i^oti^^ ft {Meed of paper pfotrudiog from M-»-*^'8 pbokei, 
and hastily i^proaciiiBg him. I s^i^ed it before he Hwi the kast 
ideaof.my intention, *Now/ 1 asked^ 'tell me i£this paper does 
not detsal the story yon hav^ so ehefciy told, and is it not fabe? ' 
The witness h^ng his head viith shanie ; and when the pap^ was 
found to t)e wnat I oad supposed^ and m the very hand* 
writbg of old W-~-% he lost his ease at enoe. Nay, there was 
suoh a stonn of indignatmi against him* tha( he socm remared to 
the West 

^' Yeari afterwards, vfaitiz^ New Hampsture, I was the gU!B0t of 
my j^rofessionajl bi^tbren at a public dinner ; and toward the close 
of the festivities, I was aie&ed if I wotdd ^olve a great doubt by 
answering a question 'Certainly/ 'Well then, Mr. Webster, 
we huve often wondered how you knmr vriimt was m M«*«-'s 
pooket/ * 

Of Mr. Webiler's life it may I;»e said, '^that nothing became it 
mor^" than the manner in -which heccms^ned it to ''the God 
who gaTo it." A lover and a habituai reader of the Bible, he 
derived in his dying hours his chiefest support from the divine 
oonsolations-whiob its teadop^B affixrd. The ''rod and the staff" 
of the Almi^i^ were his support, as he entered upon the valley of 
the sbadow of death. He who never whilelrring spake or thought, 
save with awfiil renrerence, q|f' Ae power and {presence of God, 
wMt odmly to meet his Maker in the wdiid beyond the grave. 
His profoond intellect was clear, serene, unclouded to the last, 
triumphing over all the n^rmhies of physical decay. In the 
sententious and beautifol words of another, "We see, in his 
deportmetet at the hour of his last great trial, the graceful submis- 
sicm of a truly majestic nature. We behold a lofty and 
commanding intellect becoming obedient to the summons which 
ordered him from a world he loved but too well, forgetting none of 
the duties, the demands or the proprieties of mortal existence about 
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to dote* His life did not end as the ttres of mott end, with 
thoughts of self merely, or struggles to foi|;et self. He recognized 
the e(mdition <^ those friends he was about to leave bdiind h|m» 
with a singular mixture of consideration, tenderness, and oollected- 
ness of soul. He was not only cool and self-possessed himself, his 
vigorous spirit even buoyed up and animated those who surrounded 
him in his last moments. He recognized his own condition in the 
same spirit of philosophic and self-sustaining contemplation. He 
looked steadfastly in the face of the grim messenger, and calmly 
held out the hand of recognition as he approached. He accompa- 
nied him without a shudder within the gates of eternity, i^ch 
swung wide to receive him. Ae passed the threshold with a 
tranquil majesty, casting upon the world a last look wMch was at 
once his calmest and noblest." Like the sun itself, he ''shone 
largest at his setting." 

His resting place is where it should be ; in the fields'which he has 
tiUed ; near the haunts alike of his hours of sublime contemplation, 
and his brighter and more genial moods; within si^ht of the 
window from which he looked, in the pauses of his study, upon the 
white tomb-stones which he had placed over his family— all but one 
gone before ! 

'' It k all over ! The last struggle is past ; the struggle, the strife, 
the anxiety, the pain, the turmoil of life is over : the tale is told, 
and finished, and ended. It is toU and done ; and the seal of death 
is set upon it. Henceforth that great life, marked at every step ! 
chronided in journals; waited on by crowds ; told to the whole 
country by tdegraphic toi^ues c^ flames — ^diat great life shall be 
but a history, a biogra|^y, * a tale told in an evening tent' In the 
tents of life it riiall long be recited ; but no word shall reach the 
ear of that dead sleeper by the pcean shore. Firiy will he rest 
there. Like the granite rock, like the heaving ocean, was his mind ! 
Iiet the rock gusord his Test : let the ocean sound his di^ ! '' 



ILLNESS AND DEATH, 



Mr. Webbtek died at Marshfield, on Sunday morning, October 
24th, 1852. 

Hid health as has been intimated, had failed during the summer 
from his severe public labors and from the progress of an obscure 
disease in the liver of long standing, accelerated, no doubt, by the 
shock which his whole system had received when he was thrown 
from his carriage }n the preceding May. He was aware of his decline, 
and watched it with a carefiil observation ; frequently giving intima- 
tions to those nearest to him of the failure in strength which he 
noticed, and of the result which he apprehended must be approach- 
ing. Towards the end of September he seemed, indeed, to rally 
a little ; but it was soon apparent to others, no less than to himself, 
that, as the days passed on, each brought with it some slight proof 
of a gradual decay in his bodily powers and rescources. 

On Sunday evening, October 10, he/lesired a friend, who was 
sitting with him, to read to him the passage in the nintii chapter of 
St. Mark's Gospel, where the man brings his child to Jesus to be 
cured, and the Saviour tells him, '^ If thou canst believe, all things 
are possible to him that believeth ; and straightway the father of 
the child cried out, with tears. Lord, I believe, help thou nune unbe- 
lief." " Now," he continued, •* turn to the tenth chapter oi St. 
John, and read from the verse where it is said, * Many of? the Jcwk 
believed on him.' " After this he dictated a few lines, and directed 
them to be signed with his name and dated Smiday Bv^ng, Oct. 



'- 82 

10, 1852. '' This/' de then added, '' ig the inscnptioii to be placed 
on my monument.'* A few days later,— on the 15th, — he recurred 
to the same subject, and revised and corrected with his own hand 
what he had earlier dictated, so as to make the whole read as 
follows : — 



'« Iioid, I beUere ; help thoa 
mine n^beliel" 

Philosophical 
ngmnentt etpiBciaBf 
that drawn from the Tastnees of :) 

the Uni?erBe, in comparison with the 
apparent insignificance of this glohe, has some- 
times shaken mj reason for the fiEiith which is in me ; 
bat mj heart has always assur^ and reassnred me, that the 
QospdofJesasChtiiltmtgrilhe aDitiiMBettlify. The 
SerBMrn 6b tille Hoaai eaAmtf b^ m«i9rij hii)«ian 
production. This belief ent^v intot the - 

rery depth of my conscience. ^ 

The whole history of man 
prores it 

Dahisl WsB3nE&. 



When be first dictated this insor^ticm, he s^ to the; friend who 
wrote it down — " If I get well, and write a book on Christianity^ 
about which we ha^e talked^ w^ can attend more fully to this 
matter. But if I shomd be taken away suddenly, I da not wish 
to leave any duty of thi|» kind unperformed. I want to leaire 
s(Hnewhere a declaration of my belief in Christieuaity. I do not 
wish to go into any doctrinal distinctions in regard to the per- 
son of Jesus but I wish to expi»ss my belief in his divine 
mission; ''-'Hscdemn and remarkaUe words, by which it is {daiti 
that, having ^vw the deliberate testimony of his^ life to the truth 
of Christianity, as a mir^c^lcms revdation of God's will tp maa 
bdilesire^ ^jm^ <]m(1^ slitt to bear the wa& te(S|timony from bis 
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grare to the saioe grc^at iruth. The nx^umeM on vtrhich he m- 
leaded th^ Miiking inscription should be placed, he has elsewhere 
directed &oidd be <tf ^ exactly the same size and form " with the 
modest momxmenta be had already erected, within the same 
indosure, for his childr^ei and for their mother. 

On Tuesday, the 19th of October, he was too feeble to appear at 
the dinner-tabie, and desited that his son might take his place at 
its head, tiU he should be able again to go down stairs ; ''or," he added, 
" until I pve it up to him altogether." That evening was the last 
time his fri^ids had the happiness to see him in his accustomed 
seat al his own hospital fire-side. 

Warned by his increasing debility he had already given some 
directions concerning a final cUsposition of liis worldly affairs ; but 
be now desired that his will might be knmediat^y drawn up in legal 
forin> and the next day he dictated « coiModerable portion of it with 
great precbion a^ a beautiful if^opriateneBs of phraseology. 
Some of its directions' are very strikii^^ not only firom their import, 
but from the simpScity with whidi thehr meaning is set forth :- — 

" I wish to be biaried,*' he says, <* without the leairt show or osten* 
taticNi, but in a manner respectful to my nei^bbrs, whose kindness 
has Gontributed so mucb to the happmess of me and mine, and 
^r whopfe |H>>sperity I qSbt sincere pi^ayers to God.** 

After this, every thing relating to his personal concerns is wisely 
ajid well jHTOvified for» and ail hiar unmediate kindred tenderly 
remembered. He ti;^ gpts on :-^ 

''My servant, William ^bnson, is a frw man. I V^ght his 
freedom not lo&g ago fi>r six hundr^ dollars. No demand is to 
be made upon fakn for any portion of this^ sum ; but^ so long as is 
agreeable, I bc^ h# wiU renuun with the family. Monicha 
McCarty, Sarsdi Smith, md Anuafiean, edored persons, now also, 
and, for k long time, m my service, are all fi^e. They are very 
well-deserving, and whoever comes after me, must be kind to them." 

Aod then with the usual legal forms, this remarkable and char- 

Mteiistic document is closed. 
3 
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The day when the preparation of' tfie will was completed — 
Thursday — was one in which Mr. Webster had attended to much 
public business, besides giving his usual careful directions about 
every thing touching his household and his large estate. It was 
intended, therefore, to postpone the final signing and execution of 
that paper until the next mpming ; more especially as his forenoons 
were uniformly more comfortalple than the later portions of the 
day. But, in the afternoon, his complaint assumed a new and 
more formidable character. Blood was suddenly ejected from his 
'Stomach. The symptom was decisive. He &ced an intensely 
scrutinizing look upon Dr. Jeffries, — his attending physician and 
personal friend, — ^and inquired what it was ? He was answered 
that it came from the diseased part. " What is it? " he repeated 
with the same piercing look, and then, without waiting for a reply, 
added, " That is the enemy ; — if you can conquer that "—he was 
interrupted by a rectirrence pf the attack, but his mind, it was 
obvious, was already made up. He knew that his time must be 
short, and that whatever he had to do must be done quickly. 

He determined, therefore, at once to execute his will. It was 
made ready and brought to him. He ascertained that its provis- 
ions and. arrangements were entirely satisfactory to the persons 
most interested in them, and then, having signed it with a larger 
boldness and freedom in the signature than was common to him, 
he folded his hands together and said solemnly, ^I thank God for 
strength to perform a sensible act" In a full voice, and vvdth a 
most reverential manner he went on and prayed aloud for some 
minutes, ending with the Lord's Player, and the ascription, " And 
nowunto God the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost, be praise 
forever more. Peace on earth, and good will towards men ; " — 
after which, clasping his hands together, as at first, he added, with 
great emphasis,—" That is the happiness— the esseuee^Good will 
towards men" 

Much exhausted with the effort, he desired all but Dr. JtSries 
and a favorite colored ntirse, who had long been in his service, to 



36 

leitve the room, that he might rest. But, before he slept, h^ saidi 
" Doctor you look sober. You think I shall not be here in the 
morning. Bat I shall. I shall greet the morning light." 

The next forenoon, he repeated a similar assurance to his kind 
and faithful physician, who as he thought, again looked sad, though 
he was only overcome with fatigue and long watching. "Cheer 
up, Doctor— cheet up — I shall not die to-day. You will get me 
along to-day!' And so he went on through Friday, giving comfort 
and kind thoughts to all who surrounded him. In the course of 
the morning, he attended to the public business that tieeded imme- 
diate care, and gave directions for every thing about his farm and 
household as usual, and, in the evening sent for the person 
who managed his affairs, 'and directed him, with more than his 
customary exactness, concerning all arrangements for the next 
day. 

But when the next day — Saturday — came, he felt as he had not felt 
before. He felt that it was his last day. About eight o'clock in 
the morning, therefore, he desired that all in the room should leave 
it, except Doctor Jeflfries, who had been his physician for a long 
period, and who had now been in constant attendance on him 
living in the house for above a week. During the night Mr. Web- 
ster perceived that he had grown weaker by excessive loss of blood 
from the stomach. He had just suffered afresh in the same way. 
But when he was certain that he was alone with his professional 
adviser, and that no loving ear would be pained by what he should 
say, he spoke in a, perfectly clear and even voice, but with much 
solemnity, of manner, and said, "Doctor, you have carried me 
through the night I think you will get me through the day. I 
shall die to-night.'* The faithful physician, much moved, said, 
after a pause, "You are right. Sir." Mr. Webster then went on : 
— ^" I wish you, therefore, to send an express to Boston for somfe 
younger person to be with you. / shall die to night You are 
exhausted, and must be relieved. Who shall it be ? ** Dr. Jeflfries 
suggested a professional brother. Dr. J. Mason Warren, adding that 
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lie was the son of an old and faithful friend of Mr. Webster. Mr. 
Webster replied instantly, " Let him be sent for/' 

Dr. Jeffne^ left the room to prepare a ilote for the purpose, and^ 
on returning, found that Mr. Webster had made all the arrange- 
ments necessary for its dispatch, having given minute direc^tioiis 
who should go ;-^what horse and what vehicle be should use ;— ^ 
and what road he should follow ;*-^where he should take a fresh 
rday ;'--^nd how he shouki execute his errand on reaching 
the city. He also desired that some provision should be made for 
summoning some other professional friend, if Dr. Warren could not 
be found, or could not come ; and, on being told that this, too, had 
been foreseen and cared for, he seemed much gratified, and seod 
emphatically, "Right, right." • 

After some repose, he conversed with Mrs. Webster, with his acm, 
and with two or three other of the persons nearest and dearest to 
him in lif(^ in the most affectionate and tender manner, not con- 
cealing from them his view of the approach of death, but consol- 
ing them with religious thoughts and assurancea, as if suppcwt 
were more needful for their hearts than for his own. On diflferent 
occasions, in the course of the day, be prayed audibly. Qftea^, 
be^ieemed to be in silent prayer and meditation. But, at aU times, 
he was quickly attentive to whatever was doing or needed to 
be done. He gave detailed orders for the adjustment ct whatever 
in bis affairs required it, and superintended and arranged everj- 
thing for his own degpartuse from life, as if it had been that of 
another person, for whom it was his duty to take the minutest care. 

After nightfall, he received at his bed side each member of his 
family and household, the fnends fathered under his roof, and the 
servants, most of whom having been loi^ in his service had 
become to him as affectionate and fiuthfiil friends* It was a 
sdemn and religious partings in which, while all around him wei^o 
overwhelmed with sonow, he preserved his accuston^ equanimity, 
speaking to eachwonls of appropriate kindness and oonsolatiop 
which they will treasure faereafiter anxing^ their most precioua ani 
life-long possessions. 
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Dwcinfi th^ vrhole course of his ilineM^ Mr. Webster mever spckb 
(^1m» disease or of his tc^rings; except in the most generd terms^ 
or in coder to give informatioit to his medical adyisers ; bnt it wss 
plain to Dr. Jackson^ who was. twice cidted m eensidtation ; to 
Jh. Warcen^ who was with hkn during the last night of his life ; 
and to Dr. Jeffiriesi who was his constant attendant from the first, 
that he noted and understood er^eryihii^ thai rekted to his condi- 
tkm, and iis suocessive changes. His conversation on this, as on 
aii other s«bb}ects» was perfectljr easy and ^inple ;— the deep tones of 
his Ycm^e r^nained unchanged; — his gentleness was uniform ; — and 
the eiqpresstona of his afi^ctkm to those who approached him, and 
eTen to those who were absent, but whio were cdareftdly remembered 
him in lEieasaf^ of leindness, wem true, tender, and faithful to the by 
end. No complaint escaped from him/; nor did te show the least 
impatience under his infirmities, or dw least rdimctance to die. 
He felt the value aud the power, of life, smd was full of tove for 
his home and for all that surrounded him there and made him 
happy. But fain submiasion to the wiU of God was entire. 
Hq said* on one occasion, ''I shall tie here patiently until I 
4ie;"-- ^aad he did sa But. through those wearisome days, he 
preserved his natural manner in every thing, smd maintained, 
without efibrt, those just and truo relations betwe^ himself and aD 
person^ thingi^ and occurrences about hkn, which through Bfe had 
marked him so strongly and had given such dignity and power to 
his character. 

From the morning c^ Saturday, when he had announced to his 
attendant physician — what nobody, until that time, had intimated— 
that he "should die that ni^" the whole strength of his great facul- 
ties seemed to be directed to obt^ for him a plain and clear per* 
ception of his onward passage to another world, and of his feelings 
and condition at the precise moment when he riiould be ^^ering its 
confines. Once, being faint, hd asked if he were not then dying? 
and on beii^ answered that he was not, but that he was near to 
death, he replied siaoply, '' WeU : " as if the frank and exact reply 
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were what be had desired to receive. A litde later, when his kind 
physician repeated t6 him that striking text of Scriptuare, — *' Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, for thdu art with me ; thy rod and thy stafl^ they 
comfort me " — ^he seemed less satisfied, and said, ** Yes ;— but the 
fact, the fact I want ; "—desiring to know if he were to regard 
these words as an intimation, that he was already withiA that dark 
valley. On another occasion, he inquired whether it were 
likely that he should again eject blood from his stomach befcwre 
death, and being told that it was improbable, he asked, **Thett 
what shall you do ? " Bwpg answered that he wouU be supported 
Vy stimulants, and rendered as easy as possible by the opiates that 
had suited him so well, he inquired, at once, if the stimulant should 
^not be given immediately ; anxious again to know if the hand of 
death were not already upon him. And on being told, that it 
would not be then giv^n, he replied, " When you give it to me, I 
shall know that I may drop off at once." 

Being satisfied on this point, and that he should, therefore, have 
a final warning, he said a moment afterwards, " I will, then, put 
myself in a position to obtain a little repose." In this he was 
successful. He had intervals of rest to the last ; but on rousing 
firom them, he showed that he was still intensely anxious to preserve 
his consciousness, and to watch for the moment and act of his 
departure, so as to comprehend it. Awaking from one of these 
slumbers, late in the night, he asked distinctly if he were alive, and 
on being assured that be was, and that his family was collected 
around his bbd, he said, in a perfectly natural tone, as if assenting 
to what had been told him, because he himself perceived that it was 
true, " I still live." These were his last coherent and intelligible 
words. At twenty-three minutes before three o'clock, without a 
struggle or a groanj all signs of life ceased to be visible ; his vital 
organs giving away at last so slowly and gi'adually as to indicate, 
-r*what every thing during his illness had already shown,— that his 
intellectual and moral faculties still maintained an extraordinary 
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mastery amidst the failing resources of his physical constitution. 
And so there passed out of this world one of its great beneficent' 
and controlling spirits. As the sun rose on that quiet Sabbath 
morning the e:qpe6ted, yet dreaded, event Was :announced as a 
public calamity, first, by the solemn discharge of minute guns, and 
afterwards by the tolling of bells, over a large part of the land — a 
spontaneous outbreak of the general feeling at the loss all had 
sdfifered. How heavily it fell on the hearts of men in this city, 
vAi&re he was best known, and espefsially what deep grief, mingled 
with bitter reoollectrons of the past and anxious forebodings for 
the future, marked each of the three memorable days,^-consecrated 
as no Aree similar days ever Were consecrated among us, to public 
mourning,— may be partly gathered from the records which this 
Tolun^e is intended to collect and preserve. The rest— little of 
which cain be recorded — vpA dwell, among their saddest and most 
sacred thoughts, in the memories of all who shared in the moving, 
services of those solemn occasions, or who gathered around that 
peaceful, seagirt grave, and will be transmitted by them to their 
children^ 83 the warning traditions of a great national sorrow. 



THE FUNEBAL, 



. Feipat, October, 29^ was the day of Mi*. Webiter's foa^iA. 
Boston never before pr^iesxted — prdbftbly oev^ wiU again present 
— 80 general an aspect of mouming, and never were there wit- 
nessed such spontaneous, imiy^rsai aaid deep tckxmM of Miag. 
Most of the shops were closed^ as weU a» the pdblic institntioiist,' 
officei^ and markets; and a large proportion of ^ city was 
dressed in the habiliments of sorrow. The. motaming driqp«rie9 
upon many of the buildings pubhc and pnvati^ wer& rich, ^abo- 
rate, and tasteful. Festoons of bla^ and white were almoit 
continuous through Waslnngltony Hanoveri and odier prineq[uit 
stre^ ; and mukipUed mottoes, eotpipefsing grief and admin^ioi^ 
were pl^c^, upoa walk and over door- way^^ Fi9g«» prepared with 
inscriptions and dressed in mourning, were extended across the 
streets. In general the mottoes and inscriptions were extremely 
well chosen and appro{»iate, and were a proof, not only of the 
estimation in which Mr. Webster was held in Boston, but of the 
high standard of taste and cultivation among its citizens. 

In the multiplicity of these personal and spontaneous expressions 
of feeling, it is impossible to describe, cm: specify any ; but from 
amongst the mottoes, of which more than a hundred were exhibited, 
the following are selected : 

His words of -wisdom, witJi resistlesB power. 

Have graced our brightest, cheered our darkest hour. 

Thon hast instracted many and thou hast strengthened the weak handa 



We've scanned the actions of his daily life and nolhing iaoeti our ejm but deedf> 

of honor. 



Some wkenihe^ dio» di|B aHH Their aiotddeviiig day i»toi aa emHem of ^hak 

BMrnoriea. Bat he has liyed. He l^ves a wotk ^hind which wiH pluok 

the shining age from vulgar Ume, «nd gire it whole to late 

posterity. 

Thou art mighty yet Thy spirit walks abroad. 

The great heart of the natida throbs heayOy at the portab of hit gra? e. 

JAr9 nice patriots I Lhe like Anericaas t TTnited all, united now, and united foreyer, 

Wherever amoo|^ men a heart shall be fonnd that beats to the transports of patriotism 
and liberty, its aspirattons ahdi be to claim kindred with his spirit 

Then this Daniel wa& preferred above the Presidents and Princes, becanse 
an excellent spirit was in him. 

Know thou, stranger, to the fame 
Of this mnch loyed, touch honored name, 
(For none thal^ knew him need be told, ) 
A wanner heart Death ne*er imde «old. 

The glory of thy life, like ^e ^y of thy death, sSiall not fkil £rom the remembrance 

Df xnan. 

Between twdve and one — die hour of the funeral at Marshfield 
— ^minute giuus were £red, and the befis of the churches were tdled ; 
from sunrise to sunset guns were fired every fifteen minutes, 
and almost Qontimioui^, glnnlar signs of mourning were heard 
from the hilhr Of the neigbbodng towns, and along the line of tb« 
coast The streets werie crowded with citizens and visitors from 
the country, reading the inscriptions and walking through the 
public buildings, all wearing, upon their saddened countenances, 
tok^is of sincere sorrow. Though a day of leisure and entire ces- 
sation from labor there, and was no thought of anything but our 
great loss. There went no smiling faces to be seen, and no 
cheerful voices to be heard. , 

The funeral sotemniiies were at Mr. Webster's own residence 
in Marrfiiield. In conformity with ike wish expressed in his will, 
everythii^ was arranged with the utmost simplicity, in the order 
usual in a Upw Bo^and funeral, but private it could not be. In 
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addition to the general sense of loss in the lemovd of a great 
leader and a statesman, in whose wisdom and firmness so strong a 
confidence was reposed, there yvas in many hearts a feeling of per- 
sonal bereavement in the death of a revered and beloved friend ; and 
thus thousands were led to tne spot by a wish to honor his memory 
and look once more upon his face. From all quarters, by every 
path, and by every conveyance, great multitudes came together ; 
and the whole number of persons assembled at the hour of noon 
was probably not less than ten or twelve thousand. 

A thoughtful consideration for the feelings of all' who were 
present was shown in the arragements of the funeral. In order 
that the wish which all felt, to look for^ he last time upon the face 
of the illustrious dead, might be gratified without hurry or confusion, 
the body was brought firom the library at an early hour in the 
morning and placed upon the lawn, in front of the house, beneath 
the open heavens and under a tree which^ in its summer foliage, 
was a conspicuous ornament of the spot. The majestic form 
reposed in the familiar garb of life, with more than the dignity of 
life in its most imposing moments. Suffering had changed, without 
impairing those noble features. The grandeur of the brow 
was untouched, and the attitude full of strength and peace. For 
more than three hours a constant stream of men and women, of all 
ages, passed on both sides, pausing for a moment to locJc upon that 
loved and honored form. Parents held their children by the hand, 
bade them contemplate the face of their benefactor, and charged 
them never to lose the memory of that spectacle and that hour. — 
Many dissolved into tears as they turned aside ; and one — ^a man 
of plain garb and appearance — ^was heard to make in a subdued 
voice, the striking remark, "Daniel Webster, the world will seem 
lonesome without you.'* 

The thoughtful and kindly feeling which dictated all the arrange- 
ments, permitted any who wished, to enter the house by the 
principal entrance, walk through a small sitting-room, where hang 
several family portraits, and going through the libraiy, a beautify 



4a 

and favorite room,omameiited with the likenesses of Mr. Webster 
and Lord Asbburton^ pass out upon the lawn. Thousands availed 
themselves of this privilege, — silently, decorously, sadly. There 
was no sound from thait vast multitude, but the inevitable grating 
of their feet upon the paths. This was like the chafing of the 
surf upon a pebbly beach, — ^a strange, impressive murmur. 

At twelve, the passing through the house was stopped. Sooa 
afterwards, the Rev. Ebenezeji Alden, pastor of the Con^ga- 
tional Church in South Marshfield, where Mr, Webster had been 
accustomed to attend public worship, commenced the religious 
service by reading a selection from the Bible. After which, the 
following address was made by him : 

On an occasion like the present, a multitude of words Were worse 
than idle. Standing before that majestic form, it becomes ordinary 
men to keep silence. "He being dead, yet speaketh." In the 
words he applied to Washington, in the last great public discourse 
he ever delivered, the whole atmosphere is redolent of his name ; 
hills and forests, rocks and rivers, echo and. re-echo his praises. 
All the good, whether learned or unlearned, high or low, ridi or 
poor, feel this day that there is one treasure common to them aD, 
and that is the fame and character of Webster. They recount his 
deeds, ponder over his principles and teachings, and resolve to be 
more and more guided by them in future. Americans by biith are 
proud of his character, and exiles from foreign shores are eager to 
participate in admiration of him ; and it is true that he is, this day, 
here, everywhere, more an object of love and regard than on any 
day since his birth. 

And while the world, too prone to worship mere intellect, 
laments that the orator and statesman is no more, we enter upon 
more sacred ground, and dwell upon the example and counsels of 
a Christian, as a husband, father, and friend. I trust it will be 
no rude wounding of the spirit, no intrusion upon the privacy of 
domestic life, to allude to a few circumstances in the last scenes 
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of the mortal exktenoe , c^ the peek m«a who is gone, fitted 
to administer Christian Gon8o}ation> and to guide to a better 
acquaintance with that religiod which is adapted both to temper 
our grief and estaibHsh our hope. 

Those who were present upon the mmning of that Sabbath upon 
which this head of a fiMEnily conducted the worship of his household, 
wiH never forget> as he read from our Lerd^s Sermon on the Mount, 
the emphasis which he alone was ea^[>able of giving to that passage 
which speaks of the divine nature of forgiveness. They saw 
beaming from that eye, now oloeed in d^th, the spirit of Him 
who first uttered that godlike sentiment. 

And he who, by the direction of the dying mstti, upon a subse- 
quent morning of the day of rest, read in their connection these 
weeds; "Lord, I believe; help thou my tmbriief;" and tben 
the closing dbapter of om Saviour's la^ worda to his disci^es^ 
being particularly requested to dwell upon this elai»e of the verse 
*^" Holy Falher, keep tiirougb thine own name those whom thou 
hast given me« that they may be one as we are ''-*4>eheld a sublime 
illii^tration of the indwelUng and abiding power of Christian fsuih. 

And if these tender r^nemberanoes only cause our tears to 
flow mora fredy, .it may not be improper for us to present the 
example of tl» &ther, when his great heart was rent by the loss 
of a daughter whom he most dearly loved. Those present on that 
occasion well remember wheii the struggle of mortal agony was 
over» retiring from the presence of the dead, bowing together 
before the presence of God> and joinii^ With the afflicted father 
as he poured i<»th his soul, pleading foi* grace and strength from 
on high. 

As upon the morning of his death we conversed upon the evident 
fact thift, fcKT the last few weeks, bis mind had been engaged in 
preparation fcr an exchange of worlds, one Who knew him, well 
t«narked, " His whole life has been that preparation.*' The people 
of this rur$l neighborhood, among whom he spent the last twenty 
years of his Efe, among whom he died, and with whom he is to 
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rest, hafve beefi accustomed tb m^ardJmn with mingled veneration 
and love. Those who knew him best, can the most truly appre^ 
oiate the lessons both from his lips and example, teaching the 
suMaining power of the Gospel 

His last words, ** I ^till J4\s," we may ix^tarpret in a hi^er 
tenae than that in which they are i^ually yarded. He has taught 
us how to attain the life of faith and the life to come. 

Vividly impressed upon the memory of the speaker is the 
instruction once received as^ to the itting way of {Hresenting divine 
truth from the sacred desk; Would that its force might be felt by 
those who lure called to minister in divine things. Said Mr. 
Webster, "When I attend upon the preaching of the Gospel, I 
wish to have it made a per89nal mailer, a febsonal mattei, A 
PERSONAL MATTER." It is to present him as eitforeing 
thes^ divine lessons of wisdom and consolation, that we have 
recalled to your minds these precioos recoilections. 

And we need utter no apology. Indeed, we ^should be inexcu- 
sable in letting the, present opporttmity pass without imveiUng the 
inner sanctuary of the life of the foremost mma ei bH this worid ; for 
bis most intimate friends are weU aware .that he Imd it in mind to 
prepare a work upon the internal evidences of Christianity, as a 
testimony c^his heartfelt convk^on of the "divine reality" of the 
Gospel of Jesm Christ But, finding hims^ rapidly approachh^ 
those august scenes of immcnrtality into «^ch he had sd often looked, 
he dictated the most important part of his epitaph. And so long as 
" the rock shall guard his rest, and the ocean sound his dirge," the 
world shall read upon his mowiAe^ not only 

One of the few, the izmiiortal namei^ 
Which were not bom to die ; 

but also that Daiuel Webster lived and died in the Chiiftian faith. 
The delmeation whidi lie gave o( one of his eariy and noUe ooni- 
peers could never have been written except from an esperfanentnl 
aoquaintmooe wUb that whidi he holds up as the oU^ exoeUetioe 
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of his friend. This description we shall apply to himself^ trusting 
tfiat it will be as well understood as admired. 

Political eminence and professional fame fade away and die with 
all things earthly. Nothing of character is really permanent but 
virtue and personal worth. These remain. Whatever of excel- 
lence is wrought into the soul itself belongs to both worlds. Real 
goodness does not attach itself merely to this life; it points to 
another world. Political or professional reputation <5annot last 
forever ; but a conscience void of offence before God and man is 
an inheritance for eternity. Religion, therefore, is a necessary and 
indispensable element in any great human character. There is no 
living without it. Religion is the tie that connects man with his 
Creator and holds him to His throne. If that tie be all sundered, 
all broken, he floats away, a worthless atom in the universe ; its 
proper attractions all gone, its destiny thwarted, and its whole future 
nothing but darkness, desolation, and death. A man with no sense 
of religious duty is he whom the Scripture* describe in such terse 
but terrific language, ais living without God in the world. Such a 
man is out of his proper being, out of the circle of all his duties, out 
of the circle of all his happiness, and away, far, far away from the 
purposes of bis creation. . 

Il mind like Mr. Webster's active, thoughtful, penetrating, sedate, 
could not but meditate deeply on the condition of man beloW, and 
feel its responsibilities. He could not look on thte mighty system, 

This nniversal frame, thus wondrous fair, 

without feeling that it was created and upheld by an Intelligence, 
to which all other intelligence must be responsible'. I am bound 
to say that in the course of my life I never met with an individual 
in any profession or condition, who always* spoke and always 
thought with such aw&l reverenee of the power and presence 
of God. No irreverence, ik) lightness, even no too familiar allusion 
to God and his attributes ever escaped his lips. The very notion 
of a Supreme Being wa^ with him, made up of awe rad solemnity. 
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ItfUfed Uie whole of his great mind with the strongest emotioM. 
A man like him, with all his proper sentiments and sensibilities 
alive in him, must, in this state ot existence, have soirething to 
believe, and. something to hope for ; or else, as life is advancing to 
its close, all is beart-rsinking and oppr^sion. Depend upon it, 
whatever may be the muid of an old man, old age is only really 
ha^py when, on feeling the enjoyments of this world pass away, it 
begins to lay a stronger hold on the realities of another. 

Mr. Webster's religious sentiments and feelings were the crown- 
iilg glories of his character. 

The address was followed by a prayer. The rooms, hall, and 
stairway, were filled by Mr. Webster's relatives and friends, while a 
vast mass of listeners stood on the piazza, and on the lawn ; the 
position of the clergyman, near the hall door, enabling many 
to h^ar. 

, During the exercises, unperceived by the group round the clergy^ 
man, arrangements were made for conveying the body to the tomb. 
The metallic case, in which it was deposited, was covered, and 
placed on a simple, low platform, drawn by one pair of black horses, 
whose harness was slightly dressed with crape. The coffin was 
covered with ftill black cloth, confined by several plated orna- 
ments ; a wreath of oak leaves was at the head ; another of fresh 
flowers at the foot. 

After a few moments' pause> at the conclusion of the prayer, 
two or three gentlemen quietly and gradually opened a path 
through the dense mdss. of persons around the house. In solenm 
silence, six of Mr. Webster's neighbors^ Asa Hewett, Seth Weston, 
Eleaz^ Harlow^ J. P. Cushman, Tilden Ames, Daniel Phillips, took 
their places on either side of his bier. His son, grandson, relatives, 
domestics, and the persons having the chaise and management of his 
estates, stood next. Amoag the d6mesti6s were several odored 
persons, who had been long in Mr. Webster's service, and we»e 
deeply attached to him. One of them had been recently emanoi- 
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pated by him. The Goy^ttkot of the Commonwealth, the Coimcil 
and State Officei^ the Majrcnr of Boston and Citj GoVemme&t, 
distinguished oiti^ns of Massachusetts, and many from the other 
New England States, and delegations from other States and cities, 
with hundreds of perscmal, devoted friends c^ Mr. Wehdter, quietly 
passed into tfie long sad procession ; truly a sad procession ; for 
the multitudes that liiied the |)ath for nearly the whok distance to 
the tomb, where moved by^ the s«ne grief that rested on the 
hearts of the moamers. 

The morning had been uncommonly beautiful. The air was 
boft and warm, and the light so rich and golden, that the slight 
shade still found under some few trees^ had been grateful. Just as 
the procession began to move, a chill hreete cacoe up from ibe 
ocean, and threw a veil of mist over the sky. 

When the funeral train, al) on foot, unheralded by official pcmp, 
military display, or even the strains of mourning music, had reached 
the modest tomb, the honored form was rested at the entrance. It 
was onoe more uncovered that the relatives and friends might again 
and fc»rthe last time, look upon that majestic ooimtenanoe; a 
fervent prayer was ags^n <^S^ed ; and ^kui, dbwiy and ffadlj, 
friend and stranger passed away, u^d left the illu9t|ribua sleeper with 
those whom he had so tend^ly lov^d in life, and with whom death 
had now r^inited him* 

The tomb, with its group of unpretending monuments, n on a 
,gentle emintace, about a mile from ihe maiMion-house^ and adjoin- 
it^ the ancient vilh^ burying grotmd, wheoe rests the dust of 
some of the early Pilgrim Fathers. Mr. Webster bad himsdf 
BUfserintonded the.psepari^ion of the tomb, and the erection of the 
inonumenite to the wife and children he i»d lost, dxree^ &at the 
one greeted to himself shotid be of thej|«ne style and {mportknu. 
Over j^ do€(r of the tomte is ont meiely, ''^Daniel Wefast^/' 
On the tfame monunenti wMa tibe kidaiure^ are the foUfiWii^ 
ioMriptibons. 
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Gbaos Fletohke. 
Wife <rf Daniel Webster, 
Bom Jantiar/, 16, 1781, 
Died January 21, 182a '• 

Bkseed are the piue in heart, for they shall see God. 

JuuA WKDsiia. 
•wife of 
Samuel Appleton Appleton ; 
Born January, 16. 1818^, 

Died April 28, 184a 
Let ne go, for -the day breadth. 

Makt Oonstakos Applroic 

Bom Feb. 7, 184^ . , > 

Died March 15, 184d. 

Kajor Edwakd WfeBStm 

Bora July 20, 1820. 

Died at San Angel, in Mexico, 

In the military eertise 

of his country, 

' V. Jan. 23, 1848. 

A dearly beloiFed son and brother* 

As the multitu<|je turned from the hallowed spot, many gathered 
flowers, leaves, or even blades of grass, to be treasured as menio- 
rials of a day unequalled in solemn pathos, withiii tteir experience. 
The effect upon the minds of all present, can never he described. 

AU things were in harhicmy,— the beauty of the deiy, the falling 
leaves, the countenances of the assembled multitude, the. appropri- 
ate arrangements, the aspect of the autumnal landscap^--*all aided 
in producing an elevated and tender mood of feeling, it was one 
of those rare occasions in which a brief space of time is sufficient 
to leave impressions, which all the experiences of fiitm*e life will 
not be able to efface. , 
4 



ORATIONS OF DANIEL WEBSTER. 



Considered merely 98 literary productions, we think the three 
volumes take the highest rank among the best productions of tlie 
American intellect. They are thcNroughly national in their spint 
and tonei and are full of principles, arguments and appeals, wliicli 
comes directly hom6 to the hearts and understandings of the great 
body of the people. They contain the results of a long life of 
mental labor, employ^ in the service of the country. They give 
evidence of a complete familiarity with the spirit and workings of 
our institutions, and breath the bracing air of ^healthy and 
invigorating patriotism. They are replete with that true wisdom 
which is slowly gathered from the exercise of a strong and con>- 
prehensiye intellect ot^ the complicated concerns of da.ily life and 
duty. They .diiq)lay qualities of mind and style which would give 
ihem a high place in any literature, even if the subjects discussed 
were less inierestmg and important ; and they show also a strength 
of personal character, superior to irresolution and fear, capable of 
bearing up against the most determined opposition, and nnitirig to 
boldiiess in thought intrepidity in action. In all the characteristics 
of great literary performances, they are fully equal to many works 
which have stood the test of age, and baffled the skill dT criticism. 
Still, though read and quoted by everybody, though continually 
appealed to as authorities, though considered as the products of the 
most capacious understanding in the country, few seem inclined 
to consider the hi^ rank they hold in our literature, or their 
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deim to be placed among the greatest works which the human 
intellect has produced during the last fifty years. 

The speeches of Daniel Webster are in admirable contrast with 
the kind of oratory we have indicated. They have a value and 
interest apart from the time and occasion of their delivery, for they 
are store-houses of thought and knowledge. The speaker descends 
to no rhetorial tricks and shifts, he indulges in no parade of orna- 
ment. A self-sustained intellectual might id impressed on every 
page. He rarely confounds the processes of reason and iniagina- 
tion, even iij those popular discourses intended to operate on large 
assemblies. He betrays no appetite for applause, no desire to win 
aiteption by the brisk life and momentary sparkle of flashing 
declamation. Earnestness, solidity of judgment, elevatiob of senti- 
ment, broad and generous views of national policy, and a massive 
strength of expression, characterize all his wo^ks. We feel, in 
reading themi that he is a man of principles, not a man of expedi- 
ents ; that he never adopts opinions without subjecting them to 
stem tests ; and that he recedes from them Only at the bidding of 
reason and experience. He never seems to l>e playing a part, but 
^ways acting a Ufe. ^ 

The impression of power we obtaiafrom Webster's productions^, 
— a power not fnerely of the brain, but of the heart and physical 
temperament, a power resulting from the mental and bodily <5onsti- 
tution of the whole man,-^-is the source of his hold upon our respect 
and adrhiration. We feel that, under any cireumstances/ in any 
condition of social life, and at almost any period of time, his great 
capacity would have been felt and acknowledged. He does not 
appear, like many eminent men, to be more peculiarly calculated 
for his own age than for smy other,— to possess faculties and aispo- 
sitiouB which might have rusted in obscurity, had cli^cumstanc^ 
been less propritious. We are sure that, as an old baron of the 
feudal tirtje, as an early settler of New England, as a pioneer in thc^ 
western forests, he would have been a Warwick, a Standish, or a 
Boon. His childhood was passed in a small country village^ where 
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the noeajas of education were scanty, and at a period when the 
country was rent with civil dissensions. A large majority of tiiose 
who are called educated men have been surrounded by all the 
implements and processes of instruction; but Webster won his 
education by battling against difficulties. •" A dwarf behind a 
steam-engine can remove mountains ; but no dwarf can hew them 
down with a pick axe, and' he must be a Titan that hurls them 
abroad with his arms." Every step in that long journey, by which 
the sou of the jNew Hampshire farmer has obtained the highest rank 
in social and political Hfe, has been one of strenuous ef&rt The 
space is crowded with incidents, and tells of obstacles sturdfly met 
aijid fairly overthrown. , His life and his writings seem to .bear testi- 
mony, thp-t he can perform whatever he strenuously attempts. 
His words lie ver seem disprqportioned to his strength. Indeed, he 
rathei: gives the inrtpression that he has powers And impulses in 
reserve, to be employed when the occasion for their exercises 
may arise. In many of his speeches, not especially pervaded by 
passion, we^ perceive strength, indeed, but strength " hatf-leaning 
on his own right-amr." He has never yet been placed in circum- 
stances where the full might of his nature, in all its depth of 
understanding, fiery vehemence of sensibility, and adamantine 
str^agth of will, have been brought to bear oft any one object, and 
strained to their utmost. 

We have referred to Webster's productions as being eminentiy 
national. Every one famOiar with them will bear out the state- 
ment. In fact, the most hurried glance at his life would prove, 
that, surrounded as he has been from his youth by American influ- 
ences, it could hardly be otherwise. His earliest recollections 
must extend nearly to the feelings and incidents of the Revolution. 
His whole life since that period has been passed in the country o{ 
his birth, and his fame and honors are all closely connected with 
* American feelings and institutions. His works all refer to the 
history, the policy, the laws, the govemmenti the social life, and the 
destiny, of his own labd. They bear little resemblance^ in theiir 
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tone and spirit, to productions of the same class oii the other side 
of the A-tlantic. They have come ftovci the heart and understand-, 
ing of one into whose very nature the life of his country has 
passed. Without taking into view the influences to which his 
youth and early manhood were subjected, so well calculated to 
inspire a love for tb6 very soil of his nativity, and to mould his 
mind into accordance with what is best and noblest in the spirit 
of our institiAions, his position has been such as to lead him to 
survey objects from an American point of View. His patriotism 
has become part of his being. Deny him that, and you deny the 
authorship of his works. It has prompted the most majestic flights 
of his eloquence. It has given intensity to his purposes, and lent 
the richest glow to his genius. It has made his eloquence a 
language of the heart, felt and understood over every portion of 
the land it consecrates. On Plymouth Rock, on Bunker's Hill, at 
Mount Vernon, by the tombs of Hamilton, and Adams, and Jeffer- 
son, and Jay, we are reminded of Daniel Webster. He has done 
whdt no national poet has yet succeeded in doing,— associated 
his own great genius with all in our country's history and scenery 
which makes us rejoice that we are Americans. Over all those 
events in our history which are heroical, he has cast the hues of 
strong feeling and vivid imaginatidn. He cannot stand on one 
spot of ground, hallowed by liberty or religion, without being 
kindled by the genius of the place ; he cannot mention a name, 
consecrated by self-devotion and patriotism, without doing it 
eloquent homage. Seeing clearly, and feeling deeply, he makes' us 
see and feel With him. That scei^e of the landing of Pilgrims, in 
which his imagination conjures up the forms and emotions of our, 
New England ancestry, will ever live in the national memory. 
We see, with him, the little "bark, with the interesting group on 
its deck, make it slow progress to the shore." We feel, with 
him, " the cold which benumbed,'* and listen, with him, " to the 
wmds which pierced them." Carver, and Bradford, and Standish, 
and Brewster, and Allerton, look out upon us from the pictured 
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page, in all the dignity with which virtue and freedom invest their 
mart}Ts ; and we see, too, " chilled and shivering childhood, house- 
less but for a mother's arms, couchless but for a ' mother's breast," 
till our own blood almost freezes. , c- 

The readiness with which the orator compels our sympathies to 
follow his own is again illustrated in the orations at Bunker Hill; 
and in the discourse in honor of Adams and Jefferson. In readmg 
them, we feel a new pride, in our country, and in the great men 
and great principles it has cherished. The mind feels an unw(Hited 
elevation, and the heart is stirred with emotions of more than 
common depth, by their majesty md power. Some passages are 
so graphic and true that they seem gifted with a voice, and to 
speak to us from the page they illumine. The intensity of feelii^ 
with which they are pervaded rises at times from confident hope to 
prophecy, and lifts the soul as with wings. In that splendid close 
to a remarkable passage in the oratipn on Adams Bxid^ Jefferso|i, 
what American, does not feel assured, with the orator, that their 
fame will be immortal ? " Although no sculptured marble should 
rise to their memory, nor engraved stone bear ^record to their 
deeds, yet will their remembrance be as lasting as the land they 
honored. Marble columns may, indeed, moulder into dust, time 
may erase all impress^ from the crumbling stoiie, but their fame 
remains ; for with Ameeican Liberty it rose, and widi Am brican . 
Liberty only can it perish. It wa3 the last swelling peal of 
yonder choir, ' Their bodies AkB buried in peace, but Their name 
LivETH EVERMORE," I catch the solemn song, I echo that lofty 
strain of funeral triumph, • Their name liveth evermore.' " 

In that noble biyrst of eloquence, in the speech on the Greek 
Revolution, in which he asserts the power of the moral sense of 
the world, in checking the dominion of brute force, and renderii^ 
insecure the spoils of successful oppression, we have a strong 
instance of his reliance on the triumjrfi of ri^t over might 

" Tliis pabliie opinion of ^ citilued irorld,*' he mjn, ** may be silended by mili** 
taiy power, but it casAot be conquered. It is elastic, irr^neisible, and inrulnerabto 
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to the weapons ctf ardimuy power*^ It fidlows the eonqueror back to the rery leene 
of his pvatlops : it ealls upon him to take notice, that Europe, tiiough eikot is jei 
indignant ' it shows him, that the sceptre of his yictcMT' is a barren sceptre, that it 
shall confer neither joy nor honor, but shall moulder to dry ashes in his grasp. In 
the midst of his exultation, it pibrces his ear with the cry of inji^red justice, 
it dencHmces against him: the indignation of anr enBghtened and civilized age ; it 
turns to bitt^ness the cup of his rejoicing, and wounds him with the sting which 
belongs to the consciousness of haying outraged the opinion of mankind." 

' The most splendid image to be found in Miy of his works closes 
a passage in which he attempts to prove that our fathers adcom- 
plished the Revolution on a strict question of principle. 

** It was against the recital of an act of parliament, rather than agaihst any suffer- 
ing under its enactmeKta^ t^bait they took up arms. Thwq weiil Ut ieur agauuia pirtam- 
hU I T!hey fought seren years against a declaraticm. They ponivd out tii»iv treas- 
ures and their blood like water, in a contest in opposition to an assertion^ which ;tho66 
less sagacious^ and not so weU schooled in the principles of cItII Hberty, would have 
regarded a$ barren pkrofeology, or mere parade qf words.. ,, '.On this question of 
principle, while actual suffering was yet af^ ofS, they raised their flag against a 
power, to which, forpyiposes of foreign conquest and snljugation, Rome in the 
height of her glory, is not to be oompared,— a power which ]ias dotted pTcr the 
surlace of the whcde globe with her possessions and military post^ whose morning 
drum-beat, following the sun, and keeping company with tlie hours, circles the earth 
ddly with 0D« continuous and unbroken strain of the martial airs of England.*^ 

The invagination of Mr. Webster, if not that of a poet, is emi* 
nently the imagination which befits an orator and debater. A 
statesman who is to present his vieWs on a question of national 
poKoy in lucid order, and to illustrate them by famiKar pictures, 
would fail in attaining his object, if he substituted fancies for reason, 
or linked his reasoning with too subtile images. Mr. Webster's 
imagination aever leads him astray from his logic, but only illu- 
mines the path. It is no delicate Arielj sporting with abstract 
thought, and clothing it in a succession of pleasing shapes ; but a; 
power fettered by the chain of argument it brightens, fiven in 
his noblest bursts of eloquence, we are struck rather by the eleva- 
tion of the feeling, than the vigor of the imagination. For 
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mstaQce, in the Bunker Hill oration, he dotes an animated passage 
with the will-known sientence, — ** Let it rise till it meet the sun in 
his coming ; l^t the earliest light of morning gild it, and parting day 
linger and play upon its summit/' If we tgke from this passage 
all the phrases which are not strictly ongmal and separate the 
sentiment from the invention, we shall find that it is not eminently 
creative. 

In Mr. Webster^s styl^, we always perceive that a presiding 
power of intellect regulates his use of terms. The amplitude of his 
comprehension is the source of his felicity of expression. He bends 
languagfe into the shape of his thought; he never accommodates 
his. thought to his language. The grave, high, earnest nature of 
the man looks out upon us from his well-knit, massive, compact 
sentences. We feel that we are reading the works of one whose 
greatness of nfind and strength of passion no conventionalism could 
distort, and no exterior process of culture QOuld polish into feeble- 
ness and afiectation; of oj^ who has lived a life, as well as pass^ 
through a college, — ^who has looked at nature and man as they are 
in themselves, not as they appear in books. We can trace back 
expressions to influences coming from the woods and fields,-7-from 
the fireside of the farmer,— from the intercourse of social life. The 
secret of his style is not to be found in Kames or Blair, but in his 
own mental and moral constitution. There is a tough, sinewy 
strength in his diction, which gives it almost muscular power in 
forcing its way to the heart and understanding. Occasionally, his 
words are of that kind which are called " half-battles, stronger 
than most men's deeds." In the course of an abstract discussion, 
or a clear statement of facts, he will throw in a sentence which 
almost makes us spring to our feet. When veheioently roused, 
either from the excitement qf opposition, or in unfolding a great 
principle which fills and expiands his soul, or in paying homage to 
some noble exemjdar of virtue and genius, bis gtyle has a Miltonic 
grandeur and roll, which can hardly be surpassed for majestic 
eloquence. In that exulting rush of the mind, when every fiaculty 
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his. style has a. eonesponding swiftness and enei:gy, and seems 
^adowed wkh power to sweep aU obstacles from its path. In those 
inimitable totiches of wit and sarcasm, also, where so mtich depends 
upon the cc^ection and collocation of apt and expressive language, 
and where the object is to pelt and tease rather than to crush, his 
diction glides easily into cdloquial forms, and ^arkles with anima- 
tion and point. In the speech in reply to Hayne, the variety 6f his 
style, is admirably exemplified. The pungency and force of many 
strokes of sarcasm, in this celebrated production, the rare felicity 
of their expression, the energy and compression of the wit, and the 
skill with which all are made subsidiary to the general purpose of 
the orator, afford fine examples of what may be termed the science 
of debate. There is ^ good-humored mockery, covering, hoXvever, 
much grave satire, in his reference to the bugbear of Federalism. 

" We ill kiio^ a procees,** he Bays, " by which the whole Essex Junto could, ia 
one hour, be washed white from their ancient federalism, and come out, every one 
of them, an original democrat, dyed in the wool ! Some of them have actually under* 
gone the operation, and they say it is quite easy. The only inconvenience it occa-* 
sions, as they tell uSy is a slight tendency of the blood to the head, a soft suffusion, 
which however, is very transient, since nothing is said by those they join calculated to 
deepen the red in the cheek, but a prudent silepce is observed in regard to all the past" 

We have not considered Daniel Webster as a politician, but as 
an American. We do not possess ^eat men in such abundance 
as to be able to spare one from the list. It is clearly our pride and 
interest to indulge in an honest exultation at any signs of intellec- 
tual supremacy in one of our own countrymen. His talents and 
acquirements are so many arguments for republicanism. They are 
an answer to the libel, that, under our constitution, and in the 
midst of our society, large powers of mind and marked individu- 
ality of character cannot be developed and nourished. We have 
in Mr. Webster the example of a man whose youth saw the founda- 
tion of our government, and whose maturity has been spent in 
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exerciring some of its highest offices ; who was bor^ cm our s6il, 
educated amid our people, exposed to all the malign and beneficent 
influences of our society ; and who has acquired lugh sti^on by no 
sinuous path, by no sacrifice of manliness, princif^ or individn-' 
ality, but by a straight-forward force of character and vigor of 
intellect. A fame such as he has obtained is worthy of the noblest 
ambition ; it reflects honor on the whole nation ; it is stained by no 
meanness, or fear, or subserviency ; it is, the irc^vflt of a long life of 
intellectual labor, employed in elucidating the spirit of our laws 
and goverfiment, in defending the principles of our institutions,' in 
disseminating enlarged views of patriotism and duty, and in enno- 
bling, by the mo^t elevated sentiments of freedom and reI^<M!i, the 
heroical events of our natural history. And we feel assured, 
when the animosities of party have been stilled at ihd tomb, and 
the great men of this generation have, passed fi;om the present 
feverish ^here of excitement into the calm of history, that it will 
be .with feelings of unalloyed pride and admiration^ that the scholar, 
the lawyer, the statesman, the orator, the American, will pond^ 
over the writings of Daniel Webster. 
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EULOGY. 



The voices of national eulogy and sorrow unite to tell us, Daniel 
Webster is numbered with the dead. Seldom has mortality seen a 
sublimer close of an, illustrious career. No American, since Wash- 
ington, has, to so great an extent, occupied the thoughts, and 
moulded the minds of men* The past may hold back its tribute, 
and the present give no light, but the futurewill show in colors of liv- 
ing; truth the honor which is justly due him as the political prophet, 
and great, intellectual light of the New World. His life-time labors 
have been to defend the Constitution, to preserve the Union, to 
honor the great men of the Revolution, to vindicate laterdational 
Law, to develop the resources of the country, and transmit the 
blessings of good government to all who should thereafter walk on 
American soil. 

It is right that mourning should shroud the land. A star of mag- 
nitude and lustre has left the horizon and gone down to the realm 
of death. Wherever on earth patriotism commands regard, and 
eloquence leads captive the soul, it will be seen and felt that a truly 
great man has been called away, and left a void which none can fill. 

New Hampshire has lost her noblest column. She has no more 
such granite left. Massachusetts will not soon cease weeping for 
her adopted scm. Plymouth Rock, Faneuil Hall, and Bunker Hill, 
will fcH'ever speak of him whose eloquence has made them hallowed 
spots in the remembrance of mankind. His ennobling flights of 
reason, and lofty outbursts of oratorical power, pve us evidence 
clearer than the light of day, that genius will leave an impress on 
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the human heart which time can not corrode, nor circumstance 
destroy. 

True greatness is not bom in a dajr. It requires many years 
to lay an adamantine foundation. Webster did not dazzle the 
world with a sudden outburst of gtery. But like the sun rising 
amid clouds and dispelling sudden fetoi'ms, he slowly attained the 
meridian, arid when at last called to set behind the horizon, left " the 
world all light — all on fire — from the potent contact of his own 
gi^at spirit." His genius was not of that order which for a few 
years illuminates the world, and then goes out, to be remembered 
no more forever ; but, like the majesty of the mt)numents which 
ages of Egyptian toil had raised on the sands of the desert, and 
which stili mock the corrodings of time, his mind slowly mature^!, 
an^ when it was brought into active life gave clear and conclu- 
sive evidence that monuments would crumble to dust aftd the sea 
lave the shore no more before it would feil of grateful mention and 
lasting homage. 

It has been said that national ingi'sttitude sent Webster home to 
Marshfield to die. It is a base slatnder on his glorious career. 
When his mission was filled, he went home to the grave undis- 
turbed by political clamor, or the thunders of a mercenary press. 
All were unable to dethrone the majestyof his mind, to quench his 
ardor and patriotism, or make less stFong his love for, and devotion 
to American Liberty and Union. When Adams and Jefftrson 
died, Faneuil Hall was shrouded in mourning, and its arches rung 
with his lofty and just commendations of their services to liberty 
and .mankind. From his eulogy on the occasion of thfeir deaths, 
with its sublime bursts of eloquence, will their fame go down to the 
future in a manner more imperishable than sculptured marble or 
monumental pile. Again, when the oration was pronounced upon 
the landing of the Pilgrims on the rock of Plymouth, it was felt by all, 
who in his burning words called to mind that lonely bark tossed on 
the surges of an unknown sea, bearing as its freight liberty to worship 
God according to the dictates of conscience— that wheresoever, in 
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light of civilization and blessings of good government -^ the words 
which he then and there uttered, would be read and kindle the fires 
of patriotism on every hearth^stone, from the Eastern to the West- 
ern Ocean. Demosthenes, when ha the pride of his manhood and 
strength of mind, wrote and delivered the Oration on the Crown, 
It has become the classical study of every age since then* Web- 
ster, also, when in the maturity of his intellect, on Bunker Hill, 
which in days of revolutionary history had been watered with the 
blood of Ameriean Freemen, gave evidence to the world that 
although l/emosthenes and the gates of Athens had fcrumbled 
away to dust, a greater than Demosthenes now lived to give a last- 
ing influence to the character and destiny of the New World. The 
reply to Hayne settled in the minds of all reaspnable men the 
question of State Rights and Nullification, then broached in Con- 
gress, to the great danger of the Union. May the Heavens be 
rolled away as a scroll, and the elements melt with fervent heat, 
before such sentiments shall fail of the knowledge and respect of 
the American people. Webster's intellect resembled the glory of 
noontide sun — his profound reason would admit of no successful 
answer. Equally at home, at the Bar, or in Congressional Halls, 
he has won, in the noblest elements of manhood,, the name of 
God-like, 

The sphere of eloquence is directly vrith the minds of the masses. 
It is a spontaneous spirit of genius, ever ready to show its power. 
It rouses the patriotisoi of a continent, and leaves its impress on 
the hearts of the people. Intelligence will bask in its sunshine. 
Ignorance will bow down and worship a power which it cannot 
comprehend. Oral tradition will transmit from generation to gene- 
ration. It cannot be dimmed by lapse of ages, or Jost in any revo- 
lution of human afiairs. 

Sad and unwelcome are the events which mark the age. I)eatb 
has thrown a deep and sombre pall over the land. Tearful is 
Columbia's eye, and desolate is her heart. Her temple is shrouded in 
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glbota — its aisles are thronged with moumer»-^its columns are 
wreathed with C3rpress. The muffled bell is but the echo of the 
muffled heart. Elegy has Rifled encomium ; panegyric has yielded 
to sorrow ; grief has become the most befitting eulogy. The heroes 
af the Revdution have met the only foe they could not conquer, 
achieved the only victory that wiH endure, and won the only laurels 
that will not fade. The Conscfript Fathers are no more ; one by 
one they have passed away to a brighter and a happier sphere. 
They are all gone forever — Creators, Preservers, and Defertder — 
all ! Their mighty missions are ended — their work is done ; death 
has haltowed their anemones, and immortal life has sanctified their 
careers ! "^Vashington and Adams, and Jefferson and Madison, and 
Calhoun and Clay! Illustrious immortals! How we delight to 
dwell upon their virtue^ and linger on their memories ! White we 
would not recall themfi'om their high abodc,-^fain would we still have 
kept back one from that resplendent throi]^! Mount Vernon! and 
Qutncy, and Monticello, and Ashland ! ^ 

*' Ye dusky palaces whose gldom is "t^ed 
•* To migiitj bames ! ** 

Hallowed are thy men^ries, and sacred thy dust! Stiil gladly 
would we yet longer have withheld Marshfibld from that mournful 
catalogue! But alas! that soul sublime has already passed the 
stream of death * *. * " to breathe 

** Ambrosial gales and drink a purct ukj*" 

with that long and bright array who are reaping the reward 
of unsullied virtue and imbending faith ! The last and nohkst 
of those glorious lights which had shohe so long and so brightly 
in the great Ametican constellation, as to dazzle the world with 
its splendor, haa suddenly gone out— Gk)ne out'? No! It still 
beams with bright refraction around that deep, dark veil whidh has 
eclipsed its "fervent heat,*' and thrown its ** radiant light ** to Weaven* 
A cloud has passed over its fair disc but to image upon a darkc^ 
screen its richer tints, and its more golden hues I 



6S 

Well niay Cdumbia droop her queenly bead^ when her Defender 
has fellen ! fallen o^ the field where he had won so many amaranth- 
ine wreaths, in advance of the ranks whose courage bad. been 
strengthened by his word, and at the very post which Nature had 
reserved fOr bis mighty and commanding inteflect-x Bom among 
the rough, rugged mountains of New Hampshire, that Switzerland 
of America— where Nature,— ^whose domain it seems almost sacri- 
lege for art to invade,— -has vied with herself in her sublime crea- 
tions, his mind, like her mountains, was fashioned in a giant 
mould, and caught its bold outltnes from their granite wa)b. 

The fires of the Revolutioiihad just creased to burn*— the sword 
had just returned to the scabbard — ^the last bopm of the cannop 
had just died away on the parapets cf Yorktowp — the breath of 
Liberty had blown back on the shores of England the fiery tide 
of unavailing resistance,, stroun thick with the wrecks 6f her 
wealth, her power and her glory. 

Early had he learned to lisp the names of those brave men whose 
patriotism and self-devotion is attested by a migh^ chain of monu- 
ments, from the heights of Bennington and Bunker Kill, to the plains 
of Monmouth and Eutau. The age of creative power had coma^ His 
eye was opened upon another contest. High hopes begat noble 
designs.; Renowned champions wer« in the field. Lofty ends were 
to be accomplished, and noUe destinies achieved. A mighty Con- 
flict of opinion was to follow in the bloody track erf the RevoIuticMi. 
Bold and heroic thoughts gtoerated diversity pf sentiment, and 
gave birth to God-like acts. Interest, deep and intense, filled every 
bosom. All were launched upon a pathless and an .unexplored sea. 
The polar star had not, yet risen. "The needle of Republican 
Destinjr was quivering in the doubtful gale of Experiment.'* The 
magnet of public sentiment must be tempered to the pulse and 
rivited to the great heart of the Republic. That noble object is 
accomplished. The sound of disccnrd ha3 died away. PrivMe 
interest has yielded to lofty patriotism. Light has burst in upon 
the ittorm and spanned the heavens with a bow c^ promise. White 
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, from the very head of disorder, Minerva-like, sprang that mighty 
prodigy of wisd(Hn — the grand Charter of American Liberty — 
the CoNBTiT0Tioif. O! glorious consummation! Happy! thrice 
•happy, auspicious day ! Little thought New Hampshire that she 
was then nourishing ainong the obscurities of her rugged mountains 
an Olympian mind, which tvas yet to pour its light in one intense 
and concentrated beam upon every letter of that suHime — and Ut 
¥ne add — imperisfiable Oracle I Little thought she that in her 
granite soil was striking deep a giant palm, which should yet tower 
far above her dizzy mountains, and under whose sturdy branches 
spreading all over the Hmits of a continent, should repose, iasepa- 
rably bound together by a bright ffaternat chain, the freest and 
happiest nation on the globe. 

Trite and insipid would it be in me to trace anew that mighty 
genius through his wonderful career. There are his acts, noble, 
lofty, god-like ) They are their own historians ! There are his 
thoughts, high, heroic, and sublime !' They stand alone, unequalled, 
unalloyed, imperishable. They are the world's legacy. His fame 
has taken the pinions nf ubiquity ; it is already enchased deep in 
the hearts of grateful millions, "and thireit will remain for ever,'* 

The great American Triumvirate is at length ended. Clay, and 
Calhoun, and Webster 1 How unlike Crassus, and Pompey, and 
C«sar! They lived for glory, and p^wer, and Empire; and each 
in turn met the fatal blow of the assassin* The first fell by the 
mad revenge of a foreign foe. The ambition of die latter was too 
strong for their friendship. F;rom the gory locks of Pompey, Cae- 
sar turned away and wept, — Cieesar, who in his giant strides for 
Empire, fell beneath the dagger of **the self appointed executioner 
of his country's vengeance T* How marked the contrast I How 
wide the difference ! Our Triumvirs Kved finr their cduntry, la- 
bo^ ibr its institutions, dedicated the ardor of youth, tiie power 
of manhood, and the wisdom of age, to its sublime and sacred 
service. And when Death, the tardy assassin, approached, with 
faltering step, tlw sanotuary of their liv^i, he found it tenanted by 
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ho ambitious and bloodstained conquerors ; its arches hung with 
no escutcheons of heraldric blazonry ; its galleries strung with no 
moldering laurels, or worn and rust clad mail ; its porches flashing 
witTi no falchion lances of chivalric knights ; but he found that tem- 
ple swept and garnished ; the aged priests at its altar clothed in the 
pure white robes of virtue, its laurelled arches twined with ama- 
ranth, its galleries hung thick with the trophies of wisdom and elo- 
quence, and its ivied porches glittering with the gems of immor- 
tality. The Caesar of our Triumvirate fell by a higher decree 
than the sword of Brutus, and left a nation of Antonies to mourn 
his fall. 

If calumny, and detraction, and jealousy, would not permit him 
to stand at the head of the Republic, his own mighty genius, his 
noble and commanding intellect, his broad and unwavering patri- 
otism, have made him the enshrined idol of a nation's heart — and 
won for him an incontestable geatness to which that of Dictator, 
or Consul, or Tribune, or President, are poor an4 mean. 

Daniel Webster's character was the arbiter of his high career. 
Such a character will be great without honor. Oflices and emolu- 
ments do not, cannot give greatness. They can only sanction 
and recognize the existence of that wisdom and those virtues which 
can alone confer an official rank and authority, whatever of true 
honor and glory they possess. 

In an age of great men, he who by superior genius rises above 
or stands in advance of his age, has far higher claims to greatness 
than he who stands alone, like a solitary mountain in a desert plain, 
or a singfe star, sparkling in the vault of night. The one, by its 
solitary magnificence may seem to pierce the heavens with its 
CHympian peak, in (Comparison with the monotony of the surround- 
ing waste. The other, by its lonely splendor, may attract the^ gaze 
and win the admiration of the world. Yet that mountain shall 
dwindle to insignificance, when seen amid the myriad towering 
summits of Alpine grandeur, 

" Sotfing; mow dad, through fheir naiire 9kf, 
In the wild pomp of moantala majesty." 
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And that star shall lose t^e splendor of its blaze, when the cloud- 
curtain is removed, and a million orbs flash their mingled radiance 
across its glittering beams. So Daniel Webster, standing as he 
did, in an age almost unparalleled in the annals of the world, for 
the brilliancy and the splendor of its talent ^and its worth ; in 
thp profoundness of its philosophers, the purity of its statesmen, 
the magnificence of its orators- — an age which has opened to 
posterity, as its priceless legacy, the deepest and richest fountains 
of intellectual light which has ever burst upon the world ; — ^in a 
word, an age which has enshrined more of true worth for merited 
immortality than any other in the records of the past, illumined as 
it was by the resplendent genius of a galaxy which Clay, and Cal- 
houn, and Adams, and Hamilton, and Hayne, and Wirt, and Ames, 
and Everett, and Story, enlightened with their counsels, brightened 
with their wisdom, and electrified with their eloquence. 

In such an age, the Augustan age of America, Daniel Webster 
was the Cicero, In such a constellation, the versatility of his talents, 
the splendor of his genius, the grandeur of his philosophy, and the 
prophet-like ken of his statesmanship, all congregated in one mighty 
mind, clothed him with a light, which, while it throws a halo 
around the genius of his age, shall light up, by the glitter of its re- 
flected beams the darkest page in the impenned history of the 
world. 

His was a great and celebrated name : 

<* Claram et Tenerabile nomen gentibns, 
Et multam noetne quod proderat urbL" 

Daniel Webster was great in all the elements of his character. 
Great in original mental strength — great in varied and vast ac- 
quirements — ^reat in quick and keen perception — great in subtle, 
logical discrimination — ^great in force of thought— ^reat in power 
of intense and rigid analysis — ^great in rare and beautiful combi- 
nation of talent — great in ability to make an effort and command 
his power — great in range and acuteness of vision, he could see 
like a prophet. Hence, his decision of character — his bold, manly 
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and independent thought — ^his whole sovereignty of mind. No 
man, probably, ever lived, who could calculate with such mathe- 
matical certainty the separate effect of human actions, or the intri- 
cate, combined and complicated influence of every movement, 
social, political, or personal. He could define and determine the 
very destiny of influence. With him cause and effect were coeval. 
He was the very Oracle of Philosophy, — high, noble. Godlike Phi- 
losophy, — ^not that technical and disputaceous philosophy, which is 
so filled up with polemic subtleties as to isolate its influence and 
neutralize its effect on human destiny, — but a practical, utilitarian 
philosophy, — one which weaves its influence into the very warp 
and woof of human actions, and pervades the whole fabric of life. 
This is the key to the problem of his greatness, an explanation to 
the miracle of his power, ^e are proud of his greatness, because 
it is American — wholly American ! The very impulses of his heart 
were American. The spirit of American Institutions had infused 
itself into his life — had become a part of his being. He was proud 
of his country, — ^proud of her commerce, — ^proud of her manufac- 
tures, — ^proud of her agriculture, — ^proud of her institutions of art 
and science,— -and proud of her wealth, her resources and her labor. 
And all in turn were proud of him. 

His patriotism was not bounded by the narrow limits of sectional 
interest, not hemmed in by State lines, nor regulated and biassed 
by local policies. It was as broad as his country. He knew a 
North and a South, an East and a West ; but he knew them only 
as one, — " One and Inseparable !" 

Though differing in name, and separated by territorial barriers, 
yet warmed to life by the same breath, nourished by the same 
hand, protected by the same care, reared by the same power, united 
by a common bond, possessing a common hope, a common aim, a 
common interest and a common destiny. To preserve that bond, 
to secure that hope, to protect that interest, and to guard that des- 
tiny, was the high mission of his life. Daniel Webster did not be- 
long to New Hampshire, nor to Massachusetts, nor to South Caro- 
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Una ; but to all. His sympathies were as true and as broad as 
his patriotism, and both kept pace with the ever advancing Ter- 
minus of his country's Empire. 

Politics, like philosophy, has ever had its schools. Like philoso- 
phy too, it has had its Platos, its Zenos, and its Aristotles. Daniel 
Webster was the Plato of that great American school, who have 
ever advocated " The Indivisible Unity of this Confederacy," and 
Protection to American Industry, in all her mighty avenues, — 
Connmercial, Manufacturing, Agricultural and Mechanical. He 
would throw the broad, strong shield of Law around the Genius of 
Labor, consecrated by the Genius of Liberty, In this he saw the 
only response to that sublime interrogation — " What has conferred 
upon poverty itself a power and a dignity which wealth, and pomp, 
and royalty, cannot secure ?" The Genius of Labor, consecrated 
by the Genius of Liberty, is the clarion voice echoed from the 
hamlets in a million dales, and the cities on a thousand plains ! 
The Genius of Labor, consecrated by the Genius of Liberty, is 
the joyous response of twenty millions of happy and exulting hearts. 
The Genius of Labor, consecrated by the Genius of that Liberty, 
which has written, " Columbia, happy anp free !" as with tfie 
finger of Ubiquity, on the pure canvass of ten thousand flags of 
Commerce — warbles it in the hum of her million spindles, repeats 
it in the rattle of her myriad looms, chants it in the sound of the 
ax and the hammer, in her legion workshops and her reddening 
forges, sounds it in the low^bass of the mill wheel, and prolongs it in 
the imited and joyous chorus of her unnumbered avenues of indus- 
try. The Genius of Labor has made the son of toil a peasant, — 
consecrated by the Genius of Liberty, it has made him a Prince ! 
And beneath the resplendent dome of this immense and magnificent 
Temple of Freedom, whose brilliance reflects the accumulated light 
of ages, he would see them inseparably bound together! Liberty 
and Labor ! " Live ! incomparable pair !" Let thy hands be linked 
in indissoluble union. Let nothing separate thee ! Let these Sister 
Genii ever walk together, like Mercy and Truth ; let them meet 
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each other, like Righteousness and Peace , let them kiss each other. 
Like Ruth to Naomi — let each say to the other, " Where thou 
goest I will go, and where thou diest I will die !" In fine, he 
would present to the world the sublime realization of a Republic, 
surpassing in grandeur and purity the most brilliant ideals of Py- 
thagoras, or the noblest day dreams of Plato. 

As a diplomatist, the world has never seen his equal. He wielded 
the pen of the nation with a power, a dignity and a grandeur, wholly 
unparalleled in the annals of diplomacy. When clouds and dark- 
ness gloomed the heavens, — ^when the storm had gathered, ready 
to burst in fury, — ^when the whole Republic every moment feared 
the mighty convulsive shock which should mar and shatter the fa- 
bric of their hopes, — then, standing on the summit of the trembling 
Acropolis, the Angel of Deliverance, he threw his burning chain 
over the cloud and drew the lightning in safety from the heavens ! 

But it is as Senator in that grand Forum of the Nations congre- 
gated wisdom, power and eloquence, we see him towering in all 
the majesty and supremacy of his greatness — ^the mighty bulwark 
of the Nation's hope — the august arbiter of the Nation's Destiny. 
How grand ! how sublime ! how imperial ! how god-like ! It was 
here that he occupied the uncontested throne of human great- 
ness ; exhibited himself to the world in all bis grand sad magnificent 
proportions — ^wore a crown studded with gems that an Emperor 
might covet — ^won an immortality of envied honor, and covered 
himself with a glory, brighter and purer and higher than a con- 
queror has fever been permitted to achieve. Here he proved him- 
self the conservator of Constitutional Liberty, and bequeathed to 
history an appellation, every letter of which shall glow with grateful 
undiminished lustre, when the hand that penned it shall be forgotten 
and the deeds it records shall be buried among the dim legends of 
tradition. It was in this high arena that he "became enamored of 
glory, and was admitted to her embrace." 

Eloquence was his panoply — his very stepping stone to fame. 
She twined upon his brow' a wreath which antiquity might covet — 
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inspired his soul wilh a Divinity which shaped his lofty destiny, and 
threw a light upon his track of glory which no fortune could 
obscure. She bore him up to the Pisgah of Renown, where he sat 
solitary and alone, the monarch of a realm, whose conqueror wears 
no bloody laurels — ^whose fair domain no carnage can despoil, and 
in whose bright crown no pillaged pearls are set. 

As a Forensic orator, I know of no age, past or present, which can 
boast his superior. He united the boldness and energy of the Gre- 
cian, and tlie grandeur and strength of the Reman, to an original, 
sublime simplicity, which neither Grecian nor Roman possessed. 
He did not deal in idle declamati on and lofty expression ; his ideas 
were not e mbalmed in rhetorical embellishments, nor buried up in 
the superfluous tinselry of metaphor and trope. He clothed them 
for the occasion, and if the crisis demanded, they stood forth naked, 
in all their native majesty, armed with a power which would not 
bend to the passion, but only stooped to conquer the reason. Sub- 
lime, indeed, it was to see that giant mind when roused in all its 
grandeur, sweep over the fields of reason and imagination, bearing 
down all opposition, as with the steady and resistless power of the 
ocean billows, — to see the eye, the brow, the gesture, the whole man 
speslking with an utterance toe sublime for language — ^a logic too 
lofty for speech. He spoke like a Divinity — 

** Each conception was a heavenly guest, 

A ray of immortality, — and stood 

Starlike, around, until they gathered to a God 1" 

The highest honors America can confer upon her noblest son, 
can prove but her bankruptcy. She can never rear a colossal 
monument worthy of his towering genius. He needs no marble 
column or sculptured urn to perpetuate his memory, or tell his 
worth to rising generations. 

Exegit " monumentum aere perenmm 
Kegalique situ pyramidum altius^'' 

His fame shall outlive marble, for when time shall efface every 
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letter from the crumbling stone, — ^yea, when the marble itself shall 
dissolve to dust, his memory shall be more deeply encased in the 
hearts of unborn millions, and from his tomb shall arise a sacred 
incense which shall garnish the concave of his native sky with the 
brightest galaxy of posthumous fame, and on its broad arch of 
studded magnificence shall be braided in " characters of living light," 
Daniel Webster ! the great Defender of the Constitution ! 

The nation mourns, and well it may. He has left a void which 
none can fill — ^laid forever at rest in the humble grave, by the side 
of the sea — the wild waves sing his requiem. With Mount 
Vernon and Ashland, his 7om6 will be a place where men in all 
coming time will resort, to bring away memorials from the sanctu- 
ary of the mighty, dead. Patriotism, when it desponds, will go 
there, look and live ; factional strife and sectional jealousy will feel 
rebuked when they visit the last resting place of him whose labors 
of a lifetime were to transmit the blessings of life and liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness which God ordained should first be made 
manifest in America. Not far from his grave is that hallowed spot 
in American history, where — ^ 

** The heavy night hung dark 

The hills and waters o'er. 
As a band of exiles moored their bark 

Oh wild Kew England's shore." 

The beams of the setting sun will fall with a mellowed light on 
the spot where the. majestic form of Webster moulders back ta, 
dust, and where the anthem of the Puritan was heard as he came 
to build an altar to his God, and find a quiet tomb. 

It is not with the vain hope of adding a single ray to the already 
dazzling focus of his fame, that we have attempted to eulogize his 
worth ; but with the high purpose of testifying those feelings of 
reverence and admiration, next to idolatry, which, in the contem- 
plation of se sublime a character, burn in the bosom of every 
American youth, that we have dared to approach the tomb of buried 
greatness, and twine a single laurel in the cypress that overhangs 
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his sepulchre of glory. May the worshipper of after years approach 
that hallowed shrine with no empty offering of idle curiosity, — ^no 
vain and soulless orisons, — ^but with grateful and devout homage 
may the pilgrims of another age journey with reverent adoration 
to that consecrated spot, and, arched upon its humble tablet, read, 
in that simple but significant epitah, '* I still liver — ^the high, pro- 
phetic record of the last and sublimest victory of his life — that of 
the umblenching spirit over death. 

The sun that illumined that planet of clay, 
Had sunk in the west of an unclouded day. 
And the cold dews of Death stood like diamonds of light 
Thickly set in the pale dusky forehead of night; 
From each gleamed a ray of that fetterless soul, 
Which had bursted its prison, despising control. 
And careering aboye, o'er earth's darkness and gloom. 
Inscribed, ** I ttiU liu** on the arch of the tomb. 

The gleam of that promise shall brighten ^e page 

Of the Prophet and Statesman thro' each rolling age ; 

Hi livts I prince and peasant shall join he acclaim ; 

No fortune can make him the martyr of Fame. 

He lives I from the grave of the Patriot Greek 

Comes the voice of the dead, whi(^h tho' sileht, shall speak ; 

Light leaps from the cloud which has deepened her gloom, < 

And flashes its glance on the arch of his tomb! 

He liv^s t ever lives, in the hearts of the Free ; 
The wing of his fame spreads across the broad sea ; 
He lives wh^e the banner of Freedom's unfurled ; 
The pride of New Engtasid — the wealth of the world i 
Thou land qf the Pilgrim! how hallowed the bed 
Where thy Patriot sleeps, and thy heroes have bled t 
LeC age after age in perennial bloom 
Braid the light of Ihy stars on the arch of his tomb I 
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0^ ADAMS AND JEFFERSON, 

DELIYEBED AUGUST 2D) 1826. 



This is an unaccustomed spectacle. For the first time, fellow citizens^ 
badges of mourning shroud the columns and overhang the arches of this Hall. 
These walls, which were consecrated, so long ago, to the cause of American 
Hberty, which witnessed her infant struggles, and rung with the shouts of her 
earliest victories, proclaim now that distinguished friends and champions of 
that great cause have fallen. It is right Siat it should be thus. The tears 
which flow, and the honors that are paid, when the Founders of the Republic 
die, give hope that the Republic itself may be immortal It is fit, that by 
pubUc assembly and solemn observance, by anthem and by eulogy, we com- 
memorate the services of national benefactors, extol their virtues, and render 
thanks to God for eminent blessings, early given and long continued, to our 
£ftvored country. 

Adams and Jeffbbson are now no more; and we are assembled, fellow 
citizens, the aged, the middle aged and the young, by the spontaneous impulse 
of all, under the authority of &e municipal government, with the presence of 
the chief magistrate of the Commonwealth, and others its official representa- 
tives, the university, and the learned societies, to bear our part, in those mani- 
festations of respect and gratitude which universally pervade the land. Adams 
and Jeffbrson are no more. On our fiftieth anniversary, the great day of 
National Jubilee^ in the very hour of pubUc rejoicing, in the midst of echoing 
and re-echoing voices of thanksgiving, while their own names were on au 
tongues, they took their flight, together to the world of spirits. 

If it be true that no one can safely be pronounced happy while he lives; if 
that event which terminates life can alone crown its honors and its glory, what 
felicity is here I The great Epic of their lives, how happily concluded ! Poe- 
try itself has hardly closed illustrious lives, and finished the career of earthly 
renown, by such a consummation. If we had the power, we could not wish to 
reverse this di^nsation of the Divine Providence. The great objects of life 
were accomplished, the drama was ready to be closed ; it has closed ; our pat 
riots have fallen; but so fallen, at such age, with such coincidence, on such a 
day, that we cannot rationally lament that that end has come, whidi we knew 
could not be long deferred. 

Neither of these great men, fellow citizens, could have died, at any time, 
without leaving an inunense void in our American society. They have been 
so intimately, and for so long a time blended with the history of the country, 
ei^>ecially so united, in our thoughts and recollections, with the events of the 



Bevolution, that the death of either would have touched the strings of public 
Bympathy. We should have felt that one great link, connecting us with 
former times, was broken; that we had lost something more, as it were, of the 
presence of the Revolution itself and of the act of independence, and were 
driven on, by another great remove, from the days of our country's early dis- 
tinction, to meet posterity, and to mix with the future. Like the mariner, 
whom ike ocean and the winds carry along, till the stars which have directed 
Jiw course,, and lighted his pathless way, descend, one by one, beneath the 
rising horizon, we should have felt that the stream of time had borne us 
onward, till another great luminary, whose light had cheered us, and whose 
guidance we had followed, had sunk away from our sight 

But the concurrence of their death, on the anniversary of Independence, has 
naturally awakened stronger emotions. Both had been presidents, both had 
lived to great age, both were early patriots, and both were distinguished and 
ever honored by their immediate agency in the act of independence. It can- 
not but seem striking and extraordinary, that these two should live to see the 
fiftieth year from the date of that act ; that they should complete that year ; and 
that then, on the day which had fast Unked forever their own fame with their 
country's glory, the heavens should open to receive them bdih at once. As 
their Uves themselves 'were the gifts of Providence, who is not willing to recog- 
nize in their happy termination as well as in their long continuance, priX>iB that 
our country, and its benefactors, are objects of His care ? 

Adams and Jbffbrsok, I have said, are no more. As human beings 
indeed, they are no more. They are no more, as in 1776, bold and fearless ad- 
vocates of independence; no more as on subsequent periods^ the head of the 
government; no more as we have recently seen them, aged and venerable ob- 
jects of admiration and regard. They are no more. They are dead. But 
how little is there, of the great and good, which can die ! To their country 
they yet live, and live forever. They live in all that perpetuates the remem- 
brance of men on earth ; in the recorded proofe of their own great actions in 
the oflfepring of their intellect, in the deep engraved lines of public gratitude, 
and in the respect and homage of mankind. They live in their example ; and 
they live, emphatically, and will live in the influence which their lives and 
efforts, their principles and opinions, now exercise, and will continue to exer- 
cise, on the affisdrs of men, not only in their own country, but throughout the 
civilized world. A superior and commanding human intellect, a truly great 
man, when Heaven vouchsafes so rare a gift, is not a temporary flame, burning 
bright for a while, and then expuing, giving place to returning darkness. It 
fe rather a spark of fervent heat, as weU as radiant light, with power to enkin- 
dle the common mass of human mind; so that when it glimmers, in its own 
decay, and finally goes out in death, no night follows; but it leaves the worid 
all liffht, all on fire, from the .potent contact of its own spirit Bacon died; 
but me human understanding, roused by the touch of his miraculous wand, to 
a perception of the true philosophy, and the just mode of inquiring aft;er truth, 
has kept on its course, successfully and gloriously. Ifewton died; yet the 
courses of the spheres are stiU known, and they yet move on, in tiie orbits 
which he saw, an! described for them, in the infinity of space. 

"No two men now live, fellow-citizens, perhaps it may be doubted, whether 
any two men have ever lived, in one age, who, more than those we now com- 
memorate, have impressed their own sentimentB, in regard to politics and gov- 
ernment, on mankind, infused their own opinions more deeply mto the opimona 
of others, or given a more lasting direction to the current of human thought 



Their work doth not perish with them. The tree which they assisted to plant, 
will flourish, although they water it and protect it no longer; for it has struck 
its roots deep, it h^ sent them to the very centre; no storm, not of force to 
burst the orb, can OYcrtum it; its branches spread wide; they stretch their 
protecting arms broader and broader, and its top is destined to reach the 
heavens. We are not decdved. There is no delusion here. No age will 
come, in which it will cease to be seen and felt, on either continent, that a 
mighty step, a great advance, not <Hily in American afl^rs, but in human 
afGurs, was made on the 4th c^ July, l776. And no age will come, we trust, 
80 i^orant <»r so unjust, as not to see and acknowledge the efficient agency 
of uiose we now honor, for producing that momentous event 

We are not assembled, therefore, fellow citizens, as men overwhelmed with 
calamity by the sudden disruption of the ties of friendship or affecticm, or as 
in despair for the Bepublic, by the untimely blighting of its hopes. Death 
has not surprised us oy an unseasonable blow. We have, indeed, seen the 
tomb close, but it has closed only over mature years, over long protracted 
public s^vice, over the weakness of age, and over life itself omj when the 
ends of living had been fulfilled. These suns, as they rose slowly, and 
steadily, amidst clouds and storms, in their ascendant, so they have not rushed 
from their meridian, to sink suddenly in the west. Like the mildness, the 
serenity, the continuing benignity <^ a summer's day, they have gone down 
with idow descending, grateful, long lingering light; and now tiiat they are 
beyond the visible margin of the worM, good omens chear us from ^the 
bnght track of their fierjr car P 

There were many points of similarity in the lives and fortunes of these 
^reat men. They belonged to the same profession, and had pursued its stu- 
dies and its practice^ for unequal lengths of time indeed, but with diligence 
and effect Both were learned and able lawvers. They were natives and 
inhabitants^ respectively, of those two of the colonies, which, at the revolution, 
were the largest and most powerful, and which naturally had a lead in the 
pohtical afOurs of the times. When the colonies became, in some degree, 
united, by the assemblmg of a general congress, they were brought to act to- 
gether, in its deliberations, not indeed at the same time, but both at early 
periods. Each had aheady manifested his attachment to the cause of the 
country, as well as his ability to maintain it, by printed addresses, pubhc 
speeches, extensive correspondence, and whatever other mode could be adopted, 
for the purpose of exposmg the encroachments of the British parliament and 
animating the people to a manly resistance. Both were not only decided, but 
early friends of Indq)«idence. While others yet doubted, they were resolved ; 
where others hesitated, they pressed forward. They were both members of 
the committee for preparing the Declaration of Independence, and they con- 
stituted the sub-committee, appointed by the other members to make the 
draught They left their seats m congress, being called to other public em 
ployments, at periods not remote from each other, although one oi them re- 
turned to it, afterwards for a short time. Neither of them was of the assem- 
bly of great men which formed the present constitution, and neither was at 
any time member of congress under its provisions. . Both have been publio 
ministers abroad, both vice-presidents, and both presidents. These coinciden- 
ces are now singularly crowned and completed. They have died, together 
and they died on the anniversaiy of liberty. 

When many of us were last in this place, fellow citizens, it was on the day 
of that anniversary. We were met to enjoy the festivities belonging to the 
occasion, and to manifest our grateful homage to our political fathers. 
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"We did not, we could not here, forget our venerable neighbor of Quincy. 
We knew that we were standing, at a time of high and palmy prosperity, where 
he had stood, in the hours of utmost peril; that we saw nothing but liberty 
and security, where he had met the frown of power; that we were enjoying 
everything, where he had hazarded everything; and just and sincere plaudits 
arose to his name, from the crowds which filled this area, and hung over these 
galleries. He whoso grateful duty it was to speak to us, on that day, of the 
virtues of our fathers, had indeed admonished us that time and years were 
about to level his venerable frame with the dust But he bade us hope, that 
" the sound of a nation's joy, rushing from our cities, ringing from our valleys, 
echoing from our hills, might yet break the silence of his aged ear; that the 
rising blessings of grateful nuUions might yet visit, with glad light, his decay- 
ing vision." Alas ! that vision was then closing forever. Alas ! the silence 
which was then settling on that aged ear, was an everlasting silence ! For lo! 
in the very moment of our festivities, his freed spirit ascended to God who 
gave it ! Human aid and human solace terminate at the grave; or we would 

fladly have borne him upward, on a nation's outspread hands ; we would 
ave accompanied him, and with the blessings of millions and the prayers of 
millions, commended him to the divine favor. 

While still indulging our thoughts on the coincidence of the death of this 
venerable man with the anniversary of independence, we learn that Jefferson, 
too, has fallen ; and that these aged patriots, these illustrious fellow-laborers, 
had left our world together. May not such events raise the suggestion that 
they are not undesigned, and that Heaven does so order things, as sometimes 
to attract strongly the attention, and excite the thoughts of men ? The occur- 
rence has added new interest tb our anniversary, wd will be remembered in 
all time to come. 

The occasion, fellow-citizens, requires some account of the lives and servi- 
cei3 of John Adams and Thomas Jefferson. This duty must necessarily be 
performed with great brevity, and in the discharge of it I shall be obhged to 
confine myself, principally, to those parts of their history and character whicli 
belonged to them as public men. 

John Adams was bom at Quincy, then part of the ancient town of Brain- 
tree, on the 19th of October, ^Old Style) 1735. He was a descendant of 
the Puritans, his ancestors havmg early emigrated from England, and settled 
in Massachusetts. Discovering early a strong love of reading and of knowl- 
edge, together with marks of great strength and activity of mind, proper care 
was taken by his worthy father, to provide for his education. He pursued his 
youthful studies in Braintree, under Mr. Marsh, a teacher whose fortune it was 
that Josiah Quincy, Jr., as well as the subject of these remarks, should receive 
from him his instruction in the rudiments of classical literature. Having been 
admitted, in 1751, a member of Harvard College, Mr. Adams was graduated^ 
in course, 1755; and on the catalogue of that institution, his name, at the 
time of his death, was second among the living Alumni, being preceded only 
by that of the venerable Holyoke. With what degree of reputation he left 
the University, is not now precisely known. We know only that he was dis- 
tinguished, in a class which Aumbered Locke and Hemenway among its mem- 
bers. Choosing the law for his profession, he commenced and prosecuted its 
studies at Worcester, under the direction of Samuel Putnam, a gentleman whom 
he has himself described as an acute man, an able and learned lawyer, and as 
in large professional practice at that time. In 1758, he was admitted to the 
bar, and commenced business in Braintree. He is imderstood to have made 



his fiist considerable effort, or to have attained his first signal success^ at Ply* 
mouth, on one of those occasions which furnish the earliest opportunity for 
distinction to many young men of the profession, a jury trial, and a criminal 
cause. His business naturally grew with his reputation, and his residence in 
the vicinity afforded the opportunity, as his growing eminence gave the power, 
of entering on the larger field of practice which the capital presentea. In 
1766, he removed his residence to Boston, still continuing his attendance on 
the neighboring circuits, and not unfrequently called to remote parts of the 
Province. In 1770 his professional finnness was brought to a test of some 
severity, on the apphcation of the British oflScers and soldiers to undertake 
their defence, on the trial of the indictments found against them on account 
of the transactions of the memorable 6th of March. He seems to have 
thought, on this occasion, that a man can no more abandon the proper duties 
of h^ profession, than he can abandon other duties. The event proved, that 
as he judged well for his own reputation, so he judged well, also, for the in- 
terest and permanent fame of his countiy. The result of that trial proved 
that notwiAstanding the high degree of excitement then existing, in conse- 
quence of the measures of the British government, a jury of Massachusetts 
would not deprive the most reckless enemies, even the officers of that standing 
army, quartered among them, which they so perfectly abhorred, of any part 
of that protection which the law, in its mildest and most indulgent interpre- 
tation, afforded to persons accused of crimes. 

Without pursuing Mr. Adam's professional course further, suffice it to say, 
that on the first establishment of ^e judicial tribunals under the authority 
of the State, in 1776, he received an offer of the high and responsible station 
of Chief Justice of the Supreme Court But he was destined for another 
and a different career. From early hfe the bent of his mind was toward pol- 
itics; a propensity, which the state of the times, if it did not create, doubtless, 
very much strengthened. Public subjects must have occupied the thoughts 
and filled up the conversation in the circles in which he then moved ; and the 
interesting questions, at that time just arising, could not but seize on a mind, 
like his, ardent sanguine and patriotic. The letter, fortunately presented, 
written by him at Worcester, so early as the 12th of October, 1755, is a proof 
of very comprehensive views, and unoonMuon depth of reflection, in a young 
man not yet quite twenty. In this letter he predicted the transfer of power, 
and the establishment of a new seat of empire in America; he predicted, 
also, the increase of population in the eoloniee; and anticipated their naval 
distinction, and foretold that all Europe, combined, could not subdue them. 
All this is said, not on a pubHc occasion, or for effect, but in the style of sober 
and friendly correspondence, as the result of his own thoughts. ^ I some- 
times retire," said he, at the close of the letter, " and laying things together, 
fomi some reflections pleasing to myself. The produce of one of these reve- 
ries you have read above. This prognostication, so early in his own hfe, so 
early in the history of the country, of mdependence, of vast increase of num- 
bers, of naval force, of such augmented power as might defy all Europe, is 
remarkable. It is more remarkable, that its author should live to see fulfilled 
to the letter, what could have seemed to others, at the time, but the extrava- 
gance of youthful fancy. His earhest pohtical feeUngs were thus strongly 
American; and from this ardent attachment to his native soil he never de- 
parted. 

While still Hving at Quincy, and at the age of twenty-four, Mr. Adams 
was present^ in this town, on the ai^ument before the Supreme Courts respect- 
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ing Wrtt$ of Assistaneij and beard the celebrated and patriotic speech ci 
James Otis, Unquestionably that was a masterly p^ormance. No flighty 
declamation about liberty, no sup^^ial discussion of popular topics, it was 
learned, penetrating, convincing, constitutional argument, expressed in a strain 
of high and resolute patriotism. He grasped the question, then pendii^ be- 
tween England and her Colonies, with the strength d a lion; and if he 
sometimes sported, it was only because the lion himself is sometunes playfuL 
Its success appears to have beet as great as its merits, and its impression was 
widely felt Mr. Adams himself seems never to have lost the feeling it pro- 
duced, and to have entertained constantly the fullest conviction of its import- 
ant effects. ** I do say," he observes, ** in the most solemn manna*, that Mr. 
Otis^s Oration against Writs of Assistance^ breathed into this nation the breath 
of life.'' 

In 1765 Mr. Adams laid before the public, what I suppose to be his first 
printed performance, except essays for the periodical press, a Dissertation on 
the Canon and FeudiJ Law. The object of this work was to show that our 
New England ancestors, in consenting to exile themselves from their native 
land, were actuated, mamly, by the desire of delivering themselves from the 
power of the hierarchy, and from the monarchial and aristocratical political 
systems of the other continent; and to make this truth bear, with effect (m 
the pohtics of the times. Its tone is imcommonly bold and animated, for that 
period. He calls on the people^ not only to defend, but to study and under- 
stand their rights and privil^es; urges earnestly the necessky of diflftising 
general knowledge, invokes the clergy and the bar, the colleges and acade- 
mies, and all others who have the ability and the means, to expose the insi- 
dious designs of arbitrary power, to resist its approaches, and to be persuaded 
that there is a settled design on foot to endave all America. ^ Be it remem- 
" bered," says the author, ** that liberty must, at all hazards, be supplied. We 
have a right to it derived from our Maker. But if we had not, our fathers 
have earned it, and bought it for us, at the expense of their ease, their es- 
tate, their pleasure and their blood. And liberty cannot be preserved with- 
out a general knowledge among the people, who have a right, from the frame 
of then* nature, to knowledge, as their mat Creator, who does nothing in 
vain, has given them understandings, and a desire to know; but besides this, 
they have a right, an indisputable, unalienable, indefeasible right to that most 
dreaded and envied kind of knowledge, I mean of the character and conduct 
of their rulers. Rulers are no more than attorneys, agents, and trustees of 
the people; and if the cause, the interest and trust, is insidiously betrayed, or 
wantonly trifled away, the people have a right to revoke the authority, that 
they themselves have deputed, and to constitute other and better agents, at- 
torneys' and trustees." 

The citizens of this town conferred on Mr. Adams bis first political dis- 
tinction, and clothed him with his first political trust, by electing him one of 
their representatives, in 17 70. Before this time he had become extensively 
known throughout the province, as well by the part he had acted in relation 
to public affairs, as by the exercise of his professional ability. He was among 
those who took the deepest interest in the controversy with En^nd, and 
whether in or out of the Legislature, his time and talents were alike devoted 
to the cause. In the years 1773 and 1774 he was chosen a counsellor, by 
the members of the General Court, but rejected by Governor Hutchinson, in 
the former of those years, and by Governor Gage m the latter. 

The time was now at hand, however, when the a£5urs of the colonies ur- 



gentlj demanded united councils. An q>en rupture witih the parent State 
appeared inevitable, and it was but the dictate of prudence, that those who 
were united by a common interest and a common danger, should protect that 
interest and guard against that danger, by united efforts. A general Con- 
gress of Delegates from all the colonies, having been proposed and agreed to, 
the House of Representatives, on the l7th of June, lIH, elected James 
BowBOiK, Thomas Gushing, Samuel ADAMS,^ Johk Adams, and Eobert 
Treat Painb, delegates from Maeasachusetts. This appointment was made 
at Salem, where the General Court had been convened by Governor Gage, in 
the last hour of the existence of a House of Representatives under the pro- 
vincial Charter. While engaged in this important business, the governor 
having been informed of whst was passing, s^t his secretaiy with a message 
dissolving the General Court The secretary finding the door locked, direct^ 
the messenger to go in and inform the speaker that the secretary was at the 
door with a message from the governor. The messenger returned, and in- 
formed the secretary that the orders of the House were that the doors should 
be kept fest; whereupon the secretary soon after read a proclamation, dissol- 
ving tJie General Court upon the stairs. Thus terminateo, forever, the actual 
exercise ci the poHtical power of England in or over Massachusetts. The 
four last named delegates accepted their appointments, and took their seats 
in Congress, the fi^ day of its meeting, September 6, 1774, in Phila- 
delphia. 

The proceedings of the first Congress are well known, and have been uni- 
versally admired. It is in vain that we would look for superior proofs of 
wisdom, talent^ and patriotism. Lord Chatham said, that for himself, he 
must declare, that he had studied and admired the free states of antiquity, 
the master states of the world, but that for sohdity of reasoning, force of 
sagacity, and wisdom of conclusion, no body of men could stand in preference 
to this Congress. It is hardly inferior praise to say, that no production of that 
great man himself can be pronounced superior to several of the papers pub- 
lished as the proceedings of this most able, most firm, most patriotic assem- 
bly. There is, indeed, nothing superior to them in the range of political dis- 
quisition. They not only embrace, illustrate, and enforce everything which 
political philosophy, the love of hberty, and the sp^t of free inquiry had an- 
tecedently produced, but they add new and strikmg views of their own, and 
apply the whole, with irresistible force, in support of the cause which had 
drawn them tog^her. 

Mr. Adams was a constant attendant on the deliberations of this body, and 
bore an active part in its important measures. He was of the committee to 
state the rights of the colonies, and of that also which reported the address 
to the king. 

As it was in the continental Congress, fellow-citizens, that those whose 
deat&s have given rise to this occasion, were first brought together, and called 
on to unite their industry and their ability, in the service of the country, let 
us now turn to the other of these dictinguished men, and take a brief notice 
of his life, up to the period when he appeared within the walls of Congress. 

Thomas Jeffbrsok, descended from ancestors who had been settled in 
Virginia for some generations, was bom near the spot on which he died, in 
the county ctf Albermale, on the 2d of April, (Old Style,) 1743. His youth- 
fid studies were pursued in the neighborhood of his father's residence, until 
he was removed to the college of William and Maiy, the highest honors of 
which, he in due time received. Having left the college with reputation, he 
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applied himself to the study of law, under the tuition of George Wythe, one 
of the highest judicial names of which that State can boast At an early 
age he was elected a member of the L^islature, in wluch he had no sooner 
appeared than he distinguished himself oy knowledge capacity, and promp- 
titude. 

Mr. Jefferson appears to have been imbued with an early love of letters 
and science, and to have cherished a strong disposition to pursue these ob- 
jects. To tiie physical sciences, especially, and to ancient classic hterature, he 
is understood to have had a warm attachment, and never entirely to have lost 
sight of them, in the midst of the busiest occupations. But the times were 
times for action, rather than for contemplation. The country was to be de- 
fended, and to be saved before it could be enjoyed. Philosophic leisure and 
literary pursuits, and even the objects of professional attention, were all nec- 
essarily postponed to the urgent caUs of the public service. The exigency of 
the country made the same demand on Mr. Jefferson that it made on others 
who had the abihty and the disposition to serve it; and he obeyed the call; 
thinking and feeliug, in this respect, with the great Roman orator; Quis enim 
est tarn cupidua in perspicienda cognoscendaqtie rerum natura, tU, n ei trac- 
tanta contemplantique res cognitione dignissimas sttbito sit aUatvm pericu- 
lum discrimenque pa trice, cui subvenire opittdarique possit, non ilia onmia 
relinquat atque abjicicU, etiam si dinumerare se steUtu, aut metira mundi 
magnitudinem posse arhitretur ? 

Entering, with all his heart, into the cause of liberty, his ability, patriotism, 
and power with the pen, naturally drew upon him a large participation in the 
most important concerns. Wherever he was, thei'e was found a soul devoted 
to the cause, power to defend and maintain it, and willingness to incur all its 
hazards. In 1774 he published a Summary View of the Eights of British 
America, a valuable production among those intended to show the dangers 
which threatened the Hberties of the country, and to encourage the people in 
their defence. In June 1776 he was elected a member of the Continental 
Congress, as successor to Peyton Randolph, who had retired on account of 
ill health, and took his seat in that body on the 21st of the same month. 

And now, fellow citizens, without pursuing the biography qf these illustri- 
ous men further, for the present, let us turn our attention to the most promi- 
nent act of their lives, their participation in the DECLARATION OF IN- 
DEPENDENCE. 

Preparatoiy to the introduction of that important measure, a committee, at 
the head of which was Mr. Adams, had reported a resolution, which Con- 
gress adopted the 10th of May, recommending in substance, to all the colo- 
11 ie •. which had not already established governments suited to the exigencies 
of their affairs, to adopt such government, as would, in the opinion of the 
representatives of the people, best conduce to the happiness and safety of 
their constituents in particular, and America in general. 

This significant vote was soon followed by the direct proposition, which 
Richard Henry Lkb had the honor to submit to Congress, by resolution, 
on the 7th day of June. The published journal does not expressly state it, 
but there is no doubt, I suppose, that this resolution was in the same words, 
when originally submitted by Mr. Lee, as when finally passed. Having been 
discussed, on Saturday the 8th, and Monday the 10th of June, this resolution 
was on the last mentioned day postponed,- for further consideration, to the first 
day of July; and, at the same time it was voted, that a committee be ap- 
pointed to prepare a declaration, to the effect of the resolution. This com- 
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mittee was elected by ballot, on the following day, and consisted of Thomas 
Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Frankun, Roger Sherman, and Ro- 
bert K Livingston, i 

It is usual, when committees are elected by ballot, that their names are 
arranged, in order, according to the number of votes which each ha&«eceived. 
Mr. Jefferson, therefore, had received the highest, and Mr. Adams the next 
highest number of vot^. The difference is said to have been but of a single 
vote Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Adams, standing thus at the head of the com- 
mittee, were requested, by the other members, to act as a sub-committee, to 
prepare the draught; and Mr. Jefferson drew up the paper. The original 
draught, as brought by him from his study, and submitted to the other mem- 
bers of the committee, with interlineations in the hand-writing of Dr. Frank- 
lin, and others in that of Mr. Adams, was in Mr. Jefferson's possession at the 
time of his death. The merit of this paper is Mr. Jefferson's. Some changes 
were made in it^ on the suggestion of other members of the committee, and 
others by Congress while it was under discussion. Bui none of them altered 
the tone, the frame, the arrangement, or the general character of the instru- 
ment As a composition, the declaration is Mr. Jefferson's. It is the pro- 
duction of his mind, and the high honor of it belongs to him, clearly and 
nbsolutely. 

It has sometimes been said, as' if it were a derogation from the merits of 
this paper, that it contains nothing new ; that it only states grounds of pro- 
ceeding, and presses topics of argument, which had often been stated and pres- 
sed before. But it was not the object of the Declaration to produce any 
thing new. It was not to invent reasons for independence, but to state those 
which governed the Congress. For great and sufficient causes, it was pro- 
posed to declare independence; and the proper business (rf the paper to be 
drawn was to set forth those causes, and justify the authors of the measure, 
in any event of fortune, to the country and to posterity. The cause of Ameri- 
can independence, moreover, was now to be presented to the world in such man- 
ner, if it might so be, as to engage its sympathy, to command its respect, to at- 
tract its admiration ; and in an assembly of most able and distinguished men, 
Thomas Jefferson had the high honor of being the selected advocate of 
this cause. To say that he performed his great work well, would be doing 
him injustice. To say that he did excellently well, admirably well, would be 
inadequate and halting praise. Let us rather say, that he so discharged the 
duty assigned him, that all Americans may well rejoice that the work of 
drawing the title deed of their liberties devolved on his hands. 

With all its merits, there are those who have thought that there was one 
thing in the declaration to be regretted ; and that is, the asperity and appa- 
rent anger with which it speaks of the person of the king; the industrious 
ability with which it accumulates and charges upon him, all the injuries which 
the colonies had suffered from the mother country. Possibly some degree of 
injustice, now or hereaftei', at home or abroad, may be done to the chaiacter 
of Mr. Jefferson, if this part of the declaration be not placed in its proper 
light Anger or resentment, certainly, much less personal reproach and in- 
vective, could not properly find place, in a composition of such high dignity, 
and of such lofty and permanent character. 

A single reflection on the original ground of dispute between England and 
the Colonies is sufficient to remove any unfavorable impression in this respect 

The inhabitants of all the Colonies, while Colonies, admitted themselves 
bound by their allegiance to the king ; but they disclaimed altogether the 
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autliority of Parliament; holding tiiemsdyee, in this lespect, to resemble the 
eonditian of Scotland and Ireland before tbe respective unions of those king- 
doms with England, when they acknowledged alliance to the same king, but 
had each its separate legislature. The tie, therefore, whicluour Bevolutioii 
was to to break did not subsist between us and the l^itiih Parliament, or be« 
tween us and the British Government in^ the i^gr^ate^ but directly between 
us and the king himself 

The Colonies had never admitted themsdves subject to Parliaments That 
was precisely the point of the original controversy. They had uniformly de« 
nied that Parliament had authority to make laws for them. There was, 
therefore, no subjection to Parliaihent to be thrown off. But all^iance to 
the king did exist, and had been uniformly acknowledged; and down to 1775 
the mo^ solemn assurances had been given that it was not intended to break 
that allegiance or throw it oS, Therefore, as the direct object and- only effect 
of the Declaration, according to the principles on which the controversy had 
been maintained on our paH^ were to sever the tie of allegiance which bound 
us to the king, it was properly and necessarily founded on acts of the (aK>wn 
iteelf, as its justifymg causes. Pmrliament if) not so much as maititoned in the 
whole instrument When odious and oppres»ve acts are r^erred to, it is done 
by charging the king with confederating with others " in pretended acts of 
legislation" ; the object being constantly to* hold the king hims^ directly 
responsible for those measures which were the grounds of separation. Even 
the precedent of the English Revolution was not overlooked, and in this case, 
as well as in that, occasion was found to say that the king had abdicated the 
government. Consistency with the principles upon which reastance began, 
and with all the previous state papers issued by Ccmgreas, required that the 
Declaration should be bottomed on the misgovemment of the king; £uid 
therefore it was properly framed with that aim and to that end. The king 
was known, indeed, to have acted, as in other cases, by his ministers, and with 
his Parliament; but as our ancestors had never admitted themselves subject 
either to ministers or to Parliament^ tnere were no reasons to be given for now 
refusing obedience to their authority. This clear said obvious necessity of 
founding the Declaration on the misconduct ci the king himselj^ gives to that 
instrument its personal ap^ication, and its character of direct and pointed 
accusation. 

The Declaration having been reported to Congress by the committee, the 
resolution itself was taken up and debated on the first day of July, and again 
on the second, on which last day it was agreed to and adopted, in these 
words: — 

^Resolved, That the United Colonies are, and of right ought to be^ 
free and independent States; that they are absolved from all allegiance to the 
British crown, and that all political connection between them and the state 
of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved." 

Having thus passed the main resolution. Congress proceeded to consider the 
reported draught of the Declaration. It was discusssed on the second, and 
third, and fourth days of the month, in committee of the whole; and on the 
last of those days, being reported from that committee, it received the final 
approbation and sanction of Congress. It was ordered, at the same time, that 
copies be sent to the sev^^ States, and that it be proclaimed at the head c^ 
the army. The Declaration thus published did not bear the names of the 
members, for as yet it had not been agned by them. It was authenticated, 
like other papers of the Congress, by the signatures of the President and See- 
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retary; On the 10th of July, as appeaiB by the secret journal, Congress 
^ Beiolvtdj That the Declaration, passed on the fourth, be fairly engrossed on 
parchment, with the title and style of * Thb unanimous Declaration of 
THE Thirteen United States of America' ; and that the same, when en- 
grossed, be signed by every menber of Congress." And on the second day 
OF August following, ^ the Declaration, being engrossed and cc»npared at the 
table, was signed by the members." So that it happens, fellow-citizens, that 
we pay these honors to their memory on the anniversary of that day (2d of 
August) on which these great men actually signed their names to the De- 
claration. The Declaration was thus made, that is, it passed, and was adopted 
as an act of Congress, on the fourth of July ; it was then signed, and certified 
by the President and Secretary, like other acts. The Fourth of July, 
therefore, is the anniversary of the Declaration. But the signatures 
of the members present were made to it, being then engrossed on parchment, 
on the second day of August Absent menu>er8 afterwards signed, as they 
came in; and indeed it bears the nam^ of some who were not chosen mem- 
bers of Congress until after the fourth of July. The interest belonging to the 
subject, will be sufficient, I hope, to justify these details. 

The Congress of the Revolution, fellow-citizens, sat with closed doors, and 
no report of its debates was ever made. The discussion, therefore, which 
accompanied this great measure, has never been preserved, except in memory 
and by tradition. But it is, I believe, doing no injustice to others to say, thai 
the general opinion was, and uniformly has be^ that in debate, on the side 
of independence, ^ John Adams had no equal. The great author of the 
Declaration himself has expressed that opinion uniformly and strongly. 
** John Adams," said he, in the hearing of him who has now the honor to 
address you, ^ John Adams was our colossus cm the floor. Kot graceful, not 
elegant, not always fluent, in his puUic addresses, he yet came out with a 
power, both of thought and of expresssion, which moved us fixmi our seats," 

For the part which he was here to perform, Mr. Adams doubtless was emi- 
nently fitted. He possessed a bold tsami which disr^arded danger, and a 
sanguine reliance on the goodness of the causey and the virtues of uie peo][^ 
which led him to overlook all obstacles. His character, too, had been foimed 
in trouUed times. He had been rocked in the early storms of the controversy, 
and had acquired a decision and a hardihood prt^rtioned to the severity of 
the discipline which he had undergone. 

He not only loved the American cause devoutly, but had studied and un- 
derstood it It was all familiar to him. He had tried his powers on the 
questions which it involved, often and in various ways; and brought to then* 
consideration whatever of argument or illustration the history of his own 
country, the histoiy of Engknd, or ihe stores of ancient or kgal learm'ng 
could furnish. Every grievance enumerated in the long ostak^e of the De- 
claration had been the subject of his discussion, and the object of his remon- 
strance and reprobation. From 1760, the Colonies, the rigms of the Colonies, 
ihe liberties df the Colonies, and the wrongs inflicted on the Colonies, had 
engaged his attention ; and it has surprised those who have the importunity 
of witnesnng it, with what full remembrance^ and with what prcnnpt recollec- 
tion he could refers in his extreme old age to every act of Parliament affecting 
the Colonies, distuguishing and stating their respective titles, sections and 
provisions; and to all the Colonial memcnrials, remonstrances, and petitions, 
with whatever else belonged to the intimate and exact history of the times 
from that year to 1?75. It was, in his own judgment, between these yean 
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tliat ihe American people came to a fiill understanding and thorougli knowl- 
edge of their rights, and a lixed resolution of maintaining them ; and bearing 
himself an active part in all important transactions, the controyersy with Eng- 
land being then in efifect the business of his life, facts, dates, and particukura 
made an impression which was never effaced. He was prepared, therefore^ 
by education and discipUne, as well as by natural talent and natural tempera- 
ment^ for the part which he was now to act 

The eloquence of Mr. Adams resembled his general character, and formed, 
indeed, a part of it It was bold, manly, and energetic; and such the crisis 
required. When public bodies are to be addressed on momentous occasions, 
when great interests are at stake, and strong passions excited, nothing is valu- 
able in speech farther than as it is connected with high intellectual and moral 
endowments. Clearness, force, and earnestness are the quaUties which pro- 
duce conviction. True eloquence, does not consist in speech. It cannot be 
brought from far. Labor and learning may toil for it, but they will toil in 
vain. Words and phrases may be marshalled in every way, but they cannot 
compass it It must exist in the man, in the subject, and in the occasion. 
Affected passion, intense expression, the pomp of declamation, all may a^ire to 
it; they cannot reach it It comes, if it come at all, like the outbreakmg of 
a fountain from the earth, or the bursting forth of volcanic fires, mih sponta- 
neous, original, native force. The graces taught in the schools, the costly 
ornaments and studied contrivances of speech, shock and disgust men, when 
their own lives, and the fate of their wives, their children, and their country, 
hang on the decision of the hour. Then words have lost their power, rheto- 
ric is vain, and all elaborate oratory contemptible. Even genius itself then 
feels rebuked and subdued, as in the presence of higher qualities. Then 
patriotism is eloquent; then self devotion is eloquent The clear conception, 
outrunning the deductions of logic, the high purpose, the firm resolve, the 
dauntless spirit^ speaking on the tongue, beaming from the eye, informing 
every feature, and urging the whole man onward, right onward to his object — 
this, this is eloquence; or rather it is something greater and higher than all 
eloquence, it is action, noble, subUme, godlike action. 

In July, 1776, the controversy had passed the stage of argument An ap- 
peal had been made to force, and opposing armies were in the field. Con- 
gress, then, was to decide whether the tie \mich had so long bound us to the 
parent state was to be severed at once, &n6t severed forever. All the Colo- 
onies had signified their resolution to abide by this decision, and the people 
looked for it with the most intense anxiety. And surely, fellow-citizens, never, 
never were men called to a more important political ddiiberation. If we con- 
template it from the point where they then stood, no question could be more 
full of interest; if we look at it now, and judge of its importance by its 
effects, it appears of still greater magnitude. 

Let us, then, bring before us the assembly, which was about to decide a 
question thus big with the fate of empire. Let us open their doors and look 
in upon their deliberations. Let us survey the anxious and caro-wom coun- 
tenances, let us hear the firm-toned voices, of this band of patriots. 

Hancock presides over the solemn sitting; and one of those not yet pre- 
pared to pronounce for absolute independence is on the floor, and is urging his 
reascms for dissenting from the declaration. 

^ Let us pause I This step, once taken, can never be retraced. This reso- 
lution, once passed, will cut off all hope of a reconciliation. If success attend 
the arms of England, we shall then be no longer colonies, wiUi charters and 
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privileges; these will all be forfeited by this act; and we shall be in the 
condition of other conquered people, at the mercy of the conquerors. For 
ourselves, we may be ready to run the hazard ; but are we ready to carry the 
country to that length? Is success so pjobable as to justify it? Where 
is the mihtary, where the naval ppwer, by which we are to resist the 
whole strength of the arm of EngUuid, for she will exert that strength to the - 
utmost? Can we rely on the constancy and perseverance of the people? or 
will they not act as the people of other countries have acted, and wearied with 
a long war, submit, in the end, to a worse oppression ? While we stand on 
our own ground, and insist on redress of grievances, we know we are right, and 
are not answerable for consequences. • Nothing, then, can be imputed to us. 
But if we now change our object, carry our pretensions farther, and set up for 
absolute independence, we shall lose the sympathy of mankind. We shall no 
longer be defending what we possess, but struggling for something which we 
never did possess, and which we have solemnly and uniformly disclaimed all 
intention of pursuing, from the very outset of the troubles. Abandoning 
thus our old ground, of resistance only to arbitrary acts of oppression, the 
nations will believe the whole to have been mere pretence, and they will look 
on us, not as injured, but as ambitious subjects. I shudder before this respon- 
sibility. It will be on us, i^ relinquishing the ground on which we have stood 
so safely, we now proclaim independence, and carry on the war for that objeet, 
while these cities bum, these pleasant fields whiten and bleach with the bones 
of their owners, and these streams run blood. It will be upon us, it will be 
upon us, if, failing to maintain this unseasonable and ill-judged declaration, a 
sterner despotism, maintained by mihtary power, shall be established over our 
posterity, when we ourselves, given up by an exhausted, a harrassed, a misled 
people, shall have expiated our rashness and atoned for our presumption on 
the scaffold." 

It was for Mr. Adams to reply to arguments like these. We know his 
opinions, and we know his chai'acter. He would commence with his accus- 
tomed directness and earnestness. 

" Sink or swim, Uve or die, survive or perish, I give my hand and my heart 
to this vote. It is true, indeed that in the beginning that we aimed not at 
independence. But there's a Divinity which shapes our ends. The injustice 
of England has driven us to arms; and, blinded to her own interest for our 
good, she has obstinately persisted, till independence is now within our grasp. 
VVe have but to reach forth to it, and it is ours. Why, then should we defer 
the D^laration ? Is any man so weak as now to hope for a reconciliation 
with England, which shall leave either safety to the country and its Uberties, 
or safety to his own hfe and honor ? Are not you, sir, who sit in.that chair, 
is not he, our veneiable colleague near you, are you not both already the pro- 
scribed and predestined objects of punishment and vengeance ? Cut off from 
all hope of royal clemency, what are you, what can you be, while the power 
of England remains, but outlaws ? If we postpone independence, do we mean 
to caiTy on, or give up, the war ? Do we mean to submit to the measures of 
ParUament, Boston Port BiU and all? Do we mean to submit, and consent 
that we ourselves shall be ground to powder, and our country and its rights 
trodden down in the dust? I know we do not mean to submit We never 
shall submit. Do we intend to violate that most solemn obligation ever en- 
tered into by men, that phghting, before God, of our sacred honor to Wash- 
ington, when putting him forth to incur the dangers of War, as well as the 
pohtical hazards of the times^ we promised to adhere to hiiu, in every ex- 
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tremity, witli cmr fortunes and our lives! I know there is not a man here, 
who would not rather see a general conflagration sweep over the land, or an 
earthquake sink it, than one jot or tittle of that phghted faith M to the 
ground. For myself having, twelve months ago, m this place, moved youj 
that George Wadbington be appointed commander of the forces raised, or to 
be raised, for defence of American liberty, may my right hand forget her 
cunning, and my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I hesitate or 
waver in the support 1 give him. 

** The war, then, must go on. We must fight it through. And if the 
war must go on, why put off longer the Declaration of Independence f That 
measure will strengthen us. It will give us character abroad. The nations 
will treat with us, which they can never do while we acknowledge ourselves 
subjects, in arms against our sovereign. Kay, I mamtain that Engknd herself 
will sooner treat for peace with us on the footing of independence, than consent, 
by repealing her acts, to acknowledge that her whole conduct towards us has 
been a course of injustice and oppression. Her pride will be less wounded 
by wibmitting to that course of things which now predestmates our mdepen- 
dence, than hj yielding the pmnts in controversy to her rebellious subjects. 
The former she would regard as the result of f^tune; the latter she would 
feel as her own deep disgrace. Why, then, why then. Sir, do we not as socm 
as possible change this from a civil to a natiomd war? And since we must 
fight it through, why not put ourselves in a state to enjoy all the benefits of 
victory, if we gahi the victory ? 

^ If we fiul, it can be no worse for us. But we shall not fail The cause 
will raise up armies; the cause will create navies. The people, the people, if 
we are true to them, will carry us, and ^yill carry themselves, gloriously through 
this struggle. I care not how fickle other veoph have been foucd. I know 
the people of these Colonies, and I know that resistance to British aggression 
IS deep and settled in their hearts and cannot be eradicated. Every Colony, 
indeed, has expressed its willingness to follow, if Ve but take the lead. Sir, 
the Declaration will inspire the people with increased courage. Instead of a 
long and bloody war for the restoration of privil^es, for rSiress of grievan- 
ces, for charta^ immunities, held under a British king, set before them the 
gl(«ous object of entire independence, and it will breath into them anew the 
breath of life. Head this Declaration at the head of the army; eveiy sword 
will be drawn from its scabbard, and the solemn vow uttered, to maintain it, 
or to peri^ on the bed of honor. Publish it firom the pulpit; religion will 
approve it, and the love of religions liberty will cline round it^ resolved to 
stand with it or fall with it Send it to the public hal^; proclaim it there; 
let them hear it who heard the first roar of the enemy's cannon; let them see 
it who saw their brothers and their sons faHl on the field of Bunker Hill, and 
in the street of Lexington and Concord, and the very walls will ciy out in its 
support 

** Sir, I know the uncertainty of human affairs, but I see, I see clearly, 
through this day's bumness. You and I, indeed, may rue it We may not 
live to the time when this Declaration shall be made good. We may die ; die 
colonists; die slaves; die, it may be, ignominiously and on the scaffold. Be 
it so. Be it so. If it be the pleasure of Heaven that iny country shall re- 
quire the poor offering of my life, the victim shall be ready, at the appointed 
hour of sacrifice, come when that hour may. But while I do live, let me 
have a country, or at least tlie hope of « country, and that a free country. 

^Butwhaterarniay beourfate,l)e aBGnredybeiuBared that this DecSai*- 
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tian will stand. It may cost treasure^ and it may cost blood ; but it will standi 
and it will richly compensate for both. Through the thick gloom of the pres- 
ent, I see the brightness of the fiiture, as the sun in heaven. We ^all make 
this a glorious, an immortal day. When we are in our graves, our children 
will honor it They will celebrate it with thanksgiving, with festivity, with 
bonfires, and illuminations. On its annual return they will shed tears, copious, 
gushing tears, not of subjection and slavery, not of agony and distress, but oi 
exultation, of gratitude, and of joy. Sir, before God, I believe the hour is 
come. My judgment approves this measure, and my whole heart is in it 
All that I have, and all that I am, and all that I hope, in this life, I am now 
ready here to sAske upon it; and I leave oflf as I begun, that live or die, sur- 
vive or perish, I am for the Declaration. It is my living sentiment, and by the 
blessing of God it shall be my dying sentiment, Independence, now, and In- 

DEPENBENCB FOR EVER." 

And so that day shall be honored, illustrious prophet and patriot ! so that 
day shall be honored, and as often as it returns, thy renown shall come along 
with it, and the glory of thy hfe, like the day of thy death, shall not fail from 
the remembrance of men. 

It would be unjust, fellow-citizens, on this occasion, while we express our 
venei-ation for him who is the immediate subject of these remarks, were we 
to omit a most respectful, affectionate, and ^teful mention of those other 
great men, his colleagues, who stood with him, and with the same spirit, the 
same devotion, took part in the interesting transaction. Hancock, the pro- 
scribed Hancock, exiled from his home by a military governor, cut off by 
proclamation from the mercy of the crown, — Heaven reserved for him the 
honor of putting this great question to the vote, and of writing his own name 
first, and most conspicuously, on that parchment which spoke defiance to the 
power of the Crown of England. There, too, is the name of that other pro- 
scribed patriot, Samuel Adams, a man who hungered and thirsted for the 
independence of his country ; who thought the Declaration halted and lin- 
gered, being himself not onlyi-eady, but eager for it, long before it was pro- 
posed; a man of the deepest sagacity, the clearest foresight, and the profound- 
est judgment in men. And there is Gerrt, himself amon^ the eariiest and 
the foremost of the patriots, found when the battle of Lexington summoned 
them to common counsels, by the side of Warren; a man who lived to sen^e 
his country at home and abroad, and to die in the second place in the govern- 
ment There, too, is the inflexible, the upright, the Spartan character, Robert 
Treat Paine. He also lived to serve his country through the struggle, and 
then withdrew from her councils, only that he might give his labors and his life 
to his native State, in another relation. These names, fellow-ditizens, are the 
treasures of the Commonwealth ; and they are treasures which grow brighter 
by time. 

It is now necessary to resume the narrative, and to finish with great brevity 
the notice of the lives of those whose virtues and services we nave met to 
commemorate. 

Mr. Adams remained in Congress from its first meeting till November, 1777, 
when he was appointed Minister to France. He proceeded on that service in 
the February following, embarking in the frigate Boston, from the shore of 
his native town, at the foot of Mount Wdlaston. The year following, he was 
appointed commissioner to treat of peace with England. Retmning.to the 
United States, he was a del^ate from Bndntree in the Convention for fra- 
ming the Constitution of this CommoQwealth, in 1780. At the latter end 
2 
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of the same year, he again went abroad in the diplomatic service of the coun- 
tiy, and was employed at varions courts, and occupied with various negocia- 
tionS) until 1788. The particulars of these interesting and important services 
this occasion does not allow time to relate. In 1782 he concluded our first 
treaty with Holland. His negociations with that repubhc, his efiforts to per- 
suade the States-General to recognize our independence, his incessant and in- 
defatigable exertions to represent the American cause fevorably on the Conti- 
nent, and to counteract the designs of its enemies, open and secret, and his 
successful undertaking to obtain loans, on the credit of a nation yet new and 
unknown, are among his most arduous, most useful, most honorable services. 
It was his fortune to bear a ; part in the negociation for peace with England, 
and in something more than six yeam from the Declaration wjiich he had so 
strenuously supported, he had the satisfaction of jseeing the minister plenipo- 
tentiary of the crown subscribe his name to the instruipent which declared 
that hii8 ** Britannic Majesty acknowledged the United States to be freej sover- 
eign, and independent" In these important transactions, Mr. Adams' con- 
duct received the marked approbation of Congress and of the countiy. 

While abroad, in 1787, he published his Defence of the American Con- 
stitutions; a, work of merit and ability, though composed with haste, on the 
spur of a particular occasion, in the midst of other occupations, and under cir- 
cumstances not admitting of careful revision. The immediate object of the 
work was to counteract the weight of opinions advanced by several popular 
European writers of that day, M. Turgot, the Abbe de Mably, and Dr. Price, 
at a time when the people of the United States were employed in forming and 
revising their systems of government 

Returning to the United States in 1788, he found the new government 
about going into operation, and was himself elected the first Vice President, a 
situation which he filled with reputation for eight years, at the expiration of 
which he was raised to the Presidential chair, as immediate successor to the 
immortal Washington. In this high station he was succeeded by Mr. Jeffer- 
son, after a memorable controversy between their respective friends, in 1801 ; 
and from that period his manner of life has been known to all who hear me. 
He has lived for five-and-twenty years, with every enjoynaent that could ren- 
der old age happy. Not inattentive to the occurrences of the times, political 
cares have yet not materially, or for any long time, disturbed his repose. In 
1820 he acted as elector of President and Vice President, and in the same 
year we saw him, then at the age of eighty-five, a member of the Convention 
of this Commonwealth called to revise the Constitution. Forty years before^ 
he had been one of those who formed that Constitution ; and he had now the 
pleasm-e of witnessing that there was Httle which the people desired to change. 
Possessing all his faculties to the end of his long hfe, with an unabated love 
of reading and contemplation, in the centre of interesting circles of friendship 
and affection, he was blessed in his retirement with whatever of repose and 
felicity the condition of man allows. He had, also, other enjoyments. He 
saw around him that prosperity and general happiness which had been the 
object of his public cares and labors. No man ever beheld more clearly, 
and for a longer time, the great and beneficial effects of the services rendered 
by himself to his country. That liberty which he so early defended, that in- 
dependence of which he was so able an advocate and supporter, he saw, we 
trust, firmly and securely established. The population of uie countiy thick- 
ened around him faster, and extended wider, than his own sanguine predic- 
tions had anticipated; and the wealth, respectability, and power of the nation 
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sprang up to a magnitude which it is quite impossible he could have expected 
to witness in his day. He Gved a)so to behold those principles of civil free- 
dom which had been developed, established, and practically appUed in Amer- 
ica, attract attention, command reepect, and awaken imitation, in other regions 
of the globe; and well mighty and well did he exclaim, " Where will the con- 
sequences of the American Revolution end ?" 

If any thing yet remains to fill this cup of happiness, let it be added, that 
he lived to see a great and intelligent people bestow the highest honor in their 
gift where he had bestowed his own kindest parental affections and lodged his 
fondest hopes. Thus honored in life, thus happy at death, he saw the jubilei^ 
and he died ; and with the last prayers which trembled on his lips was the 
fervent supplication for his country, " Independence for ever ! " 

Mr. Jefferson, having been occupied in the years 1778 and 1779 in the im- 
portant strvice of revising the laws of Virginia, was elected €k)vemor of that 
State, as successor to Patrick Henry, and held the situation when the State 
was invaded by the British arms. In 1781 he published his Notes on Vir- 
ginia, a work which attracted attention in Europe as well as America, dispelled 
many misconceptions respecting this continent, and gave its author a place 
among men distinguished for science. In November, 1783, he again took 
his seat in the Continental Congress, but in May following was appointed 
Minister Plenipotentiary, to act abroad, in the negociation of commercial trea- 
ties, with Dr. Franklin and Mr. Adams. He proceeded to France in execution 
of this mission, embarking at Boston ; and that was the only occasion on which 
he ever visited this place. In 1785 he was appointed Minister to France, the 
duties of which situation he continued to perform until October, 1789, when 
he obtained leave to retire, just on the eve of that tremendous revolution which 
has so much agitated the world in our times. Mr. Jefferson's discharge of hu 
diplomatic duties was marked by great ability, dihgence, and patriotism ; and 
while he resided at Paris, in one of the most interesting periods, hk charac- 
ter for intelligence, his love of knowledge, and of the society of learned men, 
distinguished him in the highest circles of the French capital. No court in 
Europe had at that time in Paris a representative commanding w enjoying 
higher regard, for pohtical knowledge or for general attainments, than the 
minister of this then infant republic. Immediately on his return to his native 
country, at the organization of the government under the present Constitution, 
his talents and experience reconmiended him to President Washington for the 
first office in his gift. He was placed at the head of the Department of State. 
In this situation, also, he manifested conspicuous ability. His correspondence 
with the ministers of other poweis residmg here, and his instructions to our 
own diplomatic agents abroad, are among our ablest state papas. A thorough 
knowledge of the laws and usages of nations, perfect acquaintance with the 
immediate subject before him, great felicity, and still greater feciUty, in wri- 
ting, show themselves in whatever his oflScial situation called on him to makew 
It is beUeved by competent judges, that the diplomatic intercourse of the gov- 
ernment of the United States, from the first meeting of the Continental Con- 
gress in 1774 to the present time^ taken together, would not suffer in respect 
to the talent with which it has been conducted, by comparison with any thing 
which other and older governments can produce; and to the attiunment 
of this respectability and disUnction Mr. Jefferson has contributed his full 
part 

On the retirement of General Washington from the presideicy, and the 
dection of Mr. Adams to that office, in 1797, he wa» ohoeen Vice-Presidcait 
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While presiding, in this capacity, over the deliberadcHis of the senate, he com- 
piled and published a Maniisd of Parliamentary Practice, a i^ork of more 
labor and more merit, than is indicated by its size. It is now received, as the 
general standard, by which proceedings are r^ulated, not only in both Houses 
of Congress, but in most of the other legislative bodies in the country. In 
1801, he was elected President, in opposition to Mr. Adams, and re-elected in 
1805, by a vote approaching towards unanimity. 

From the time of his final retirement from public Jife, in 1808, Mr. Jeffer- 
son lived as became a wise man. Surrounded by affectionate friends, his 
ardor in the pursuit of knowledge undiminished, wiUi uncommon health, and 
unbroken ^irits, he was able to enjoy largely the rational pleasures of life, 
and to partake in that public prosperity, which he had so much contributed to 
produce. His kindness and hospitality, the charm of his conversation, the 
ease of his manners, the extent of his acquirements, and especially the full 
store of revolutionary incidents, which he possessed, and which he knew when 
and how to dispense, rendered his abode in a high degree attractive to his ad- 
miring countrymen, while his high public and scientific character drew to- 
wards him every intelligent and ^ucated traveller from abroad. Both Mr. 
Adams and Mr. Jefferson had the pleasure of knowing that the respect, which 
they so largely received, was not paid to their oflScial stations. They were not 
men made great by office; but great men, on whom the country for its own 
benefit had conferred office. There was that in them, which office did not 
give, and which the relinquishment of office^ did not, and could not take 
away. In their retirement, in the midst of their fellow citizens, themselves 
private citizens, they enjoyed as high regard and esteem, as when fillin'^ the 
most important places of public trust 

There remained to Mr, Jefferson yet one other work of patriotism and ben- 
eficence, the establishment of a University in his native state. To this object 
he devoted years of incessant and anxious attention, and by the enlightened 
hberality of the legislature of Virginia, and the co-operation of other able 
and zealous friends, he lived to see it accomplished. May all success attend 
this infant seminary; and may those who enjoy its advantages, as often as 
their eyes shall rest on the neighboring height, recollect what they owe to their 
disinterested and indefatigable benefactor; and may letters honor him who 
thus labored in the cause of letters. 

Thus useful, and thus respected, passed the old age of Thomas Je^^rson. 
But time was on its ever ceaseless wing, and was now bringing the last hour 
of this illustrious man. He saw its approach, with undisturbed serenity. He 
counted the moments, as they passed, and beheld that his last sands were fal- 
ling. That day, too, was at hand, which he had h^ped to make immortal 
One widi, one hope — if it were not presumptuous — ^beat in his fainting breast* 
€oiild it be so-^might it please God — ^he would desire— once more— to see 
the sun— once more to look abroad on the scene around him, on the great day 
of hberty. Heaven, in its mercy, fulfilled that prayer. He saw that sun — 
be enjoyed its sacred light — ^he thanked God, for this mercy, and bowed his 
aged head to the grave. "' Felix non vita tantwn clariiate^ sed etiam op- 
portunitate mortU? 

The last publk labor of Mr. Jeff<»8on natun^y suggests the expression of 
the high praise which is due, both to him and to Mr. Adams, for their uni- 
form and zealous attachment to learning, and to the cause of general knowl- 
edge. Of the advantages of learning, indeed, and of literaiy.aeoomplish- 
mentB^ their own charaeterg were stnlong reoommendationB^ and iUus^viionai 
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They w«re scholars^ ripe and good scholars; widely acquainted with ancient, 
as well as modem literature, and not altogether uninstructed in the deeper 
sciences. Their acquirements, doubtless, were different, and so were the parti- 
cular objects of their literary pursuits; as their tastes and characters, in these 
respects, differed like those of other men. Being, also, men of busy lives, with 
gre^ objects, requiring action, constantly before them, their attainments in 
fetters did not become showy, or obtrusive. Yet, I would hazard the opinion, 
ih&t if we oould now ascertain all the causes which gave them eminence and 
distinction, in the midst of the great men with whom they acted, we should 
find, not amotg the least, their early acquisition in literature, the resources 
which it funiished, the promptitude and facihty which it communicated, and 
the wide field it opened, for analogy and illustration ; giving them, thus, on 
every subject, a larger view, and a broader range, as wdl for discussion, as for 
the government of their own conduct 

Literature sometimes, and pretensions to it much oftener, disgusts, by ap- 
pearing to hang loosely on the character, Hke something foreign or extraneous, 
not a part, but an ill-adjusted appendage; or by seeming to overload and 
weigh it down, by its unsightly bulk, like the productions of bad taste in ar- 
chitecture, where there is massy and cumbrous ornament, without strength or 
solidity of* column. This has exposed learning, and especially classical learn- 
ing, to reproach. Men have seen that it might exist, .without mental superior- 
ity, without vigor, without good taste, and without utility. But in such cases 
classical learning has only not inspired natural talent; or, at most, it has but 
made original feebleness of intellect, and natural bluntness of perception, 
something more conspicuous. The question, after all, if it be a question, is 
whether literature, ancient as well as modem, does not assist a good under- 
standing, improve natural good taste, add polished armor to native strength 
and render its possessor, not only more capable of deriving private happiness 
from contemplation and reflection, but more accomplished, also, for action in 
the affairs of life, and especially for public action. Those whose memories we 
now honor, were learned men ; but their learning was kept in its proper place, 
and made subservient to tbe uses and objects of life. They were scholars not 
common, nor superficial; but their scholarship was so in keeping with their 
character, so blended and inwrought, that careless observers, or bad judges, 
not seeing an ostentatious display of it, might infer that it did not exist; for- 
getting, or not knowing, that classical learning, in men who act in conspicu- 
ous pubUc stations, perform duties which exercise the faculty of writing, or 
address popular, deliberative, or judicial bodies, is often felt, where it is Httle 
seen, and sometimes felt more effectually, because it is not seen at all. 

But the cause of knowledge, in a more enlarged sense, the cause of general 
knowledge and of popular education, had no warmer fiiends, nor more pow- 
erful advocates, than Mr. Adams and Mr. Jefferson. On this foundation, they 
knew the whole republican system rested; and this great and all-impoi-tant 
tmth they strove to impress, by all the means in their power. In the early 
publication already referred to, Mr. Adams expresses the strong and just senti- 
ment, that the education of the poor is more important, even to the rich them- 
selves, than all their own riches. On this great tmth, indeed, is founded thai 
unrivalled, that invaluable pohtical and mond institution, our own blessing and 
the glory of our fathers, the New England system of free schools. 

As the promotion of knowledge had been the object of their regard through 
life, so these great men made it the subject of their testamentary bounty. 
Mr. Jefferson is understood to have bequeathed his library to the University 
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of Virginia, and that of Mr. Adams is bestowed on the inhabitants of 
Quincy. 

Mr. Adams and Mr. Jefferson, fellow-citizens, were successively Presidents 
of the United States. The comparative merits of their respective adminis- 
trations for a long time agitated and divided public opinion. They were ri- 
vals, each supported by numerous and powerful portions of the people, for the 
highest oflSce. This contest, partly the cause and partly the consequence of 
the long existence of two great political parties in the country, is now part of 
the history of our government We may naturally regret that any thing 
should have occurred to create difference and discord between those who had 
acted harmoniously and efficientiy in the great concerns of the Revolution. 
But this is not the time, nor this the occasion, for entering into the grounds of 
that difference, or for attempting to discuss the merits of the question which it 
involves. As practical questions, they were canvassed when the measures 
which they regarded were acted on and adopted; and as belonging to history, 
the time had not come for their consideration. 

It is, perhaps, not wonderful, that, when the Constitution of the United 
States first went into operation, difterent opinions should be entertained as to 
the extent of the powers conferred by it. Here was a natural source of diver- 
sity of sentiment It is still less wonderful, that that event, nearly* contempo- 
rary with our government under the present Constitution, which so entirely 
shocked all Europe, and disturbed our relations with her leading powers, should 
be thought, by different men, to have different bearings on our own prosperi- 
ty ; and that the early measures adopted by the government of the United 
States, in consequence of this new state of things, should be seen in opposite 
lights. It is for the future historian, when what now remains of prejudice 
and misconception shall have passed away, to state these different opinions, 
and pronounce impartial judgment In the mean time, all good men rejoice, 
and well may rejoice, that the sharpest differences sprung out of measures 
which, whether right or wrong, have ceased with the exigencies that gave 
them birth, and have left no permanent effect, either on the Constitution or 
on the general prosperity of the country. This remark, I am aware, may be 
supposed to have its exception in one measure, the alteration of the Constitu- 
tion as to the mode of choosing President; but it is true in its general appli- 
cation. Thus the course of policy pursued towards France in 1798, on the 
one hand, and the measures of commercial restriction commenced in 1807, on 
the other, both subjects of warm and severe opposition, have passed away and 
left nothing behind them. They were temporary, and whether wise or un- 
wise, their consequences were limited to their respective occasions. It is equal- 
ly clear, at the same time, and it is equally gratifying, that those measures of 
both administrations which were of durable importance, and which drew after 
them momentous and long remaining consequences, have received general ap- 
probation. Such was the organization, or rather the creation, of the navy, in 
the administration of Mr. Adams; such the acquisition of Louisiana in that 
>f Mr. Jefferson. The country, it may safely be added, is not likely to be 
willing either to approve, or to rebrobate, indiscriminately, and in the aggre- 
gate, all the measures of either or of any, administration. The dictate of rea- 
son and of justice is, that, holding each one his own sentiments on the points 
of difference, we imitate the great men themselves in the forbearance and 
moderation which they have cherished, and in the mutual respect and kind- 
ness which they have been so much inclined to feel and to reciprocate. 

No men, fellow-citizens, ever ser^'ed their country with more entire exemp- 
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tion from every imputation of selfish and mercenary motives, tlian those to 
whose memory we are paying these proofe of respect A suspicion of any 
disposition to enrich themselves, or to profit by their public employments, never 
rested on either. No sordid motive approached them. The inheritance which 
they have left to their children is of their character and their fame. 

Fellow-citizens^ I will detain you no longer by this feint and feeble tribute 
to the memory of the illustrious dead. Even in other hands, adequate justice 
could not be done to them, within the limits of this occasion. Their highest, 
their best praise^ is your deep conviction of their merits, your afiectionate gra- 
titude for their labors and their services. It is not my voice, it is this cessation 
of ordinary pursuits, this arresting^ of all attention, these solemn ceremonies, 
and this crowded house, which speak their eulogy. Their feme, indeed, is 
safe. That is now treasured up beyond the reach of accident Although no 
sculptured marble should rise to their memory, nor engraved stone bear record 
of their deeds, yet will their remembrance be as lasting as the land they hon- 
ored. Marble columns may, indeed, moulder into dust, time may erase all 
impress from the crumbling stone, but their fame remains ; for with American 
LIBERTY it rose, and with American liberty only can it perish. It was 
the last swelling peal of yonder choir, " Their bodies are buried in peace, 
BUT THEIR NAME LiVETH EVERMORE." I catch that solcmu soug, I echo that 
lofty strain of funeral triumph, " Their name liveth evermore." 

Of the illustrious signers of the Declaration of Independence there now re- 
mains only Charles Carroll. He seems an aged oak, standing alone on 
the plain, which time has spared a Utile longer after all its contemporaries have 
been levelled with the dust Venerable object 1 we delight to gather round 
its trunk, while yet it stands, and to dwell beneath its shadow. Sole survivor 
of an assembly of as great men as the world has witnessed, jn a transaction 
one of the most important that history records, what thoughts, what interest- 
ing reflections, must fill his elevated and devout soul I If he dwell on the 
past, how touching its recollections; if he survey the present, how happy, how 
joyous, how full of the fruition of that hope, which his ardent patriotism in- 
dulged ; if he glance at the future, how does the prospect of his country's ad- 
vancement almost bewilder his weakened conception ! Fortunate, distinguished 
patriot I Interesting relic of the past ! Let him know that, while we honor 
the dead, we do not forget the livmg; and that there is not a heart here which 
does not ferventiy pray, that Heaven may keep him yet back from the society 
of his companions. 

And now, fellow-citizens, let us not retire from this occasion without a deep 
and solemn conviction of the duties which have devolved upon us. This lovely 
land, this glorious liberty, these benign institutions, the dear purchase of our 
fathers, are ours; ours to enjoy, ours to preserve, ours to transmit Genera- 
" tions past and generations to come hold us responsible for this sacred tmst. 
Our fathers, from behind, admonish us, with their anxious paternal voices; 
posterity calls out to us, from the bosom of the future; the world turns hither 
its solicitous eyes; all, all coujure us to act wisely, and faithfully, in the rela- 
tion which we sustain. We can never, indeed, pay the debt which is upon 
us; but by virtue, by moraHty, by religion, by the cultivation of every good 
principle and every good habit, we may nope to enjoy the blessing, through our 
day, and to leave it unimpaired to our children. Let us feel deeply how 
much of what we are and of what we possess we owe to this liberty, and to 
these institutions of government Nature has, indeed, given us a soil which 
yields bounteously to the hand of industry, the mighty aud fruitful ocean is 
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bef<M« us, and the i^es orer our heads (^ed health and vigor. But what 
are landS) and aeai^ and skies, to civilized man without socieU", without knowl- 
edge, without morals, religious culture; and how can Uiese be enjoyed, in all 
their extent and all their excellence, but under the protection of wise institu- 
tions and a free government ? Fellow-citizens, there is not one of us, there is 
not one of us here present, who does not^ at this moment, and at every mo- 
ment, experience, in his own condition, and in the condition of those most 
ne£ur and dear to him, the influence and the ben^ts of this liberty and these 
institutions. Let us then acknowledge the Uessing, let us feel it deeply and 
powerfully, let us cherish a strong afiection for it, and resolve to maintain and 
l^erpetnate it The blood of our fathers, let it not have been shed in vain; 
the great hope of posterity, let it not be blasted. 

The striking attitude, too, in which we stand to the world around us, a to- 
pic to which, I fear, I advert too often, and dwell on too long, cannot be alto- 
gether omitted here. Neither individuals nor nations can perform their part 
well, until they imderstand and feel its importance, and comprehend and justly 
appreciate all tlie duties belonging to it. It is not to inflate national vanity, 
nor to swell a light and empty feding of self-importance, but it is that we may 
judge justly of our situation, and of our own duties, that I earnestly urge 
upon you this consideration of our position and our character among the na- 
tions of the eartL It cannot be denied, but by those who would dispute 
against the sun, that with America, and in America, a new era commences in 
human afl^urs. This era is distinguished by free representative governments, 
by entire rehgious hberty, by improved systems of national intercourse, by a 
newly awakened and an unconquerable spirit of free inquiry, and by a diflusion 
of knowledge through the community, such as has been before altogether un- 
known and unheard of. America, America, oiu* country, fellow-citizens, our 
own dear and native land, is inseparably connected^ fast bound up, in fortune 
and by fate, with these great intere^B. If they fall^ we fall with them ; if 
they stand, it will be because we have maintained them. Let us contemplate, 
then, this connection, which binds the prosperity of others to our own; and 
let us manfriUy discharge all the duties which it imposes. If we cherish the 
virtues and the principles of our fathers, Heaven wul assist us to carry on the 
work of human liberty and human happiness. Auspicious omens cheer us. 
Great examples are before us. Our own firmament now shines brightly upon 
our path. Washington is in the clear, upper sky. These other stars have 
now joined the American constellation; they circle round their centre, and the 
heavens beam with new light Beneath this illumination let us walk the couise 
of hfe, and at its close devoutly commend our beloved country, the common 
parent of us all, to the Divine Benignity. 



mST SEnLEMENTOF NEW ENGLAND. 

DELIVEEED AT PLYMOUTH, DEC,22d, 1820. 

Lsr US rejoice tliat we behold this day. Let us be tiiankful that we have 
lived to see the bright and happj breakii^ of the auspiciovis mom, which 
commences the third centuiy of die history of New England. Auspicious, 
indeed — ^bringing a happiness beyond the common allotment of Providence 
to men — ^full of present joy, and gilding with bright beams the prospect of 
futurity, is the dawn that awakens us to the commemoration of the landing 
of the Pilgrims. 

Living at an epoch which naturally marks the progress of the history of 
our native land, we have come hither to celebrate the great event with which 
that history commenced. For ever honored be this, the place of our fathei-s' 
refuge I For ever remembered the day which saw them, weary and distress- 
ed, broken in every thing but spiiit, poor in all but futh and courage, at last 
secure from the dangers of wintry seas, and impressing this shore with the 
first footsteps of civilized man ! 

It is a noble faculty of our nature which enables us to connect our thoughts 
our sympathies, and our happiness with what is distant in place or time; and 
looking before and after, to hold communion at once with our ancestors and 
our posterity. Human and mortal although we are, we are nevertheless not 
mere insulated beings, without relation to the past or the future. Neither 
the point of time, nor the spot of earth, in which we physically live, bounds 
our rational and intellectual enjoyments. We live in the past by a knowl- ^ 
edge of its history ; and in the future by hope and anticipatioi^ By ascend- 
ing to an association with our ancestors; by contemplating their example and 
studying their character; by partaking their sentiments, and imbibing their 
spirit; by accompanying them in their toils, by sympathizing in their suffer- 
ings, and rejoicing in their successes and their triumphs; we seem to belong 
to their age, and to mingle our existence with theirs. We become their con- 
temporaries, live the lives which they lived, endure what they endured, and 
pailake in the rewards which they enjoyed. And in like manner, by run- 
ning along the line of future time, by contemplating the probable fortunes of 
those who are coming after us, by attempting something which may promote 
their happiness, and leave some not di^onorable memorial of ourselves for 
their regard,' when we shall sleep with the Others, we protract our own earth- 
ly being, and seem to crowd whatever is future, as well as all that is past, in- 
to the narrow compass of our earthly existence. As it is not a vain and 
false, but an exhalted and religious imagination, which leads us to raise our 
thoughts from the orb, which, amidst this universe of worlds, the Creator has 
given us to inhabit^ and to send them with something of the feeling which 
nature prompts, and teaches to be proper among children of the same Eternal 
Parent, to the contemplation of the myriads of fellow-beings, with which his 
goodness has peopled the infinite of space; so neithw is it false or vam to con- 
sider ourselves as interested and connected with our whole raoe^ through all 
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time; allied to our ancestors; allied to our posterity; closely compacted on 
all sides with others; ourselves being but links in the great chain of bein^ 
which b^ins with the origin of our race, runs onward through its successive 
generations, binding to^ewer ihe past, the present, and the future, and ter- 
minating at last) with me consummation of all things eartMy, at the throne 
of God. 

There may be, and there often is, indeed, a regard for ancestry, which 
nourishes only a weak pride; as there is also a care for posterity, which only 
disguises an habitual avarice, or hides the workings of a low and grovelling 
vanity. But there is also a moral and philosophical respect for our ancestors, 
which elevates the character and improves the heart Next to the sense of 
religious duty and moral feeling, I hardly know what should bear with strong- 
er obligation on a liberal and enlightened mind, than a consciousness of alli- 
ance with excellence which is departed; and a consciousness, too, that m its 
acts and conduct, and even in its sentiments and thoughts, it iliay be actively 
operating on the happiness of those who come after it Poetry is found to 
have few stronger conceptions by which it would affect or overwhelm the 
mind, than those in which it presents the moving and speaking image of the 
departed dead to the senses of the living. This belongs to poetry, only be- 
cause it is congenial to our nature. Poetry, is, in this respect, but the hand- 
maid of true philosophy and morality; it deals with us as human beings, 
naturally reverencing those whose visible connection with this state of exist- 
ence is severed, and who may yet exercise we know not what sympathy with 
ourselves; and when it carries us forwar<^ also, and shows us the long- 
continued result of aU the good we do, in the prosperity of those who follow 
us, till it bears us from ourselves, and absorbs us in an intense interest for 
what shall happen to the generations after us, it speaks only in the language 
of our nature, and affects us with sentiments which belong to us as human 
beings. 

Standing in this relation to our ancestors and our posterity, we are assem- 
bled on th& memorable spot, to perform the duties which that relation and 
the present occasion impose upon us. We have come to this Rock, to record 
here our homage for our Pilgrim Fathers; oiir sympathy in their sufferings; 
our gratitude for their labors; our admiration of their virtues; our veneration 
for their piety; and our attachment to those principles of civil and religious 
liberty, which they encountered the dangers of the ocean, the storms of 
heaven, the violence of savages, disease, exile and famine, to enjoy and to es- 
tablish. And we would leave here, also, for the generations which are rising 
up rapidly to fill our places, some proof that we have endeavored to transmi : 
the great inheritance unimpaired; that in our estimate of public principles 
and private virtue, in our veneration of religion and piety, in our devotion to 
civil and religious liberty, in our regard for whatever advances human knowl- 
edge or improves human happiness, we are not altogether unworthy of oar 
origin. 

There is a local feeling connected with this occasion, too strong to be resisted ; 
a sort of genius of the place^ which inspires and awes us. We feel that we 
are on tiie spot where the first scene of our histoiy was laid ; where the 
hearths and altars of New England were first placed ; where Christianity, and 
civilization, and letters made their first lodgement, in a vast extent of country, 
covered with a wilderness, and peopled by roving barbarians. We are here, 
at the season of the year at which the event took place. The imagination 
irresistibly and rapidly draws around us the principal featm-es and the leading 
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characters in the original scene. We cast our eyes abroad on the ocean, and 
we see where the Utde bark, with the mteresting group upon its deck, made its 
dow progress to the shore. We look around us, and behold the hills and 

Eromontories where the anxious eyes of our fathers first saw the places of 
abitation and of rest We feel the cold which benumbed, and listen to the 
winds which pierced them. Beneath us is the Rock, on which New England 
leceived the feet of the Pilgrims. We seem even to behold them, as they 
struggle with the elements, and with toilsome efforts, gain the shore. We 
listen to the chiefs in council; we see the unexampled exhibition of female 
fortitude and, resignation; we hear the whisperings of youthful impatience; 
and we see, what a painter of our own has also represented by his pencil, 
chilled and shivering childhood — houseless, but for a mother's arms— couch- 
less, but for a mother's breast, till our own blood almost freezes. The mild 
dignity of Carver and of Bradford ; the decisive and soldier-like air and 
manner of Standish; the devout Brewster; the enterprising Allerton ; 
the general firmness and thoughtfulness of the whole band ; their conscious 
joy tor dangers esci^)ed; their deep solicitude about dangers to come; their 
trust in Heaven; their high religious faith, full of confidence and anticipation; 
all of these seem to belong to this place, and to be presmt upon this occasion, 
to fill us with reverence and admiration. 

The settlement of New England by the colony winch landed here on the 
twenty-second of December, sixteen hundred and twenty, although not the 
first European establishment in what now constitutes the United States, was 
yet so peculiar in its causes and character, and has been followed and must 
still be followed by such consequences, as to give it a high claim to lasting 
commemoration. On these causes and consequences, more than on its im- 
mediate attendant circumstances, its importance, as an historical event, depends. 
Great actions and striking occurrences, having excited a temporary admiration, 
often pass away and are forgotten, because they leave no lasting results, affect- 
ing the prosperity and happiness of communities. Such is frequently the 
fortune of the most brilliant nuhtary achievements. Of the ten thousand 
battles which have been fought, of all the fields fertilized with carnage, of the 
banners which have been bathed in blood, of the warriors who have hoped 
that they had risen from the field of conquest to a glory as bright and as 
durable as the stsfrs, how few that continue long to interest mankind I The 
victory of yesterday is reversed by the defeat of to-day; the star of mihtary 
glory, rising like a meteor, like a meteor has fallen; disgrace and disaster 
hang on the heels of conquest and renown; victor and vanquished presently 
pass away to oblivion, and the world goes on in its course, with the loss only 
of so many lives and so much treasure. 

But if this be frequently, or generally, the fortune of military achievements, 
it is not always so. There are enterprises, miUtary as well as civil, which 
sometimes check the current of events, give a new turn to human affairs, and 
transmit their consequences through ages. We see their importance in their 
results, and call them great, because great things follow. There have been 
battles which have fixed the fate of nations. These come down to us in his- 
tory with a solid and permanent interest, not created by a display of ghttering 
armor, the rush of adverse battalions, the sinking and rising of pennons, the 
flight, the pursuit, and the victory; but by their effect in advancing or retard- 
ing human knowledge, in overthrowing or establishing despotism, in extend- 
ing or destroying human happiness. When the traveUer pauses on the plain 
of Marathon, what are the emotbns which strongly agitate hit breast ? What 
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IS that glorious recollection, whicli thrills through his frame, and sufiiises his 
eyes ? Not, I imagine, that Grecian skill and Grecian valor were here m«)6t 
signally displayed ; but that Greece herself was saved. It is because to this 
spot) and to the event which has rend^ed it immortal, he refers all the suc- 
ceeding glories of the republic It is because, if that day had gone oth^- 
wise, Greece had perished. It is because he perceives that her philoec^hen 
and orators, her poets and painters, her sculptors and architects, her govern- 
ments and free institutions, point backward to Marathon, and that their ^ture 
existence seems to have beai su^nded on the contingency, whether the Per- 
sian Of the Grecian banner should wave victorious in the beams of that day's 
setting sun. And, as his iniagination kindles at the ret^x)spect, he is trans- 
ported back to the interesting moment; he counts the fearful odds of the 
contending hosts; his interest for the result overwhelms him; he trembles, ai 
if it were still uncertain, and seems to doubt whether he may consider 
Socrates and Plato^ Demosthenes^ Sophocles, and Phidias^ as secure, y^ to 
himself and to the woi-ld. 

" If we conquer," said the Athenian commander on the approach of that 
decisive day, ^ if we conquer, we shall make Athens the greatest city of 
Greece." A prophecy, how well fulfilled! "K God prosper us," might 
have been the more appropriate language of our fiathers, when they landed 
upon tius Rock, " if God pro^r us, we shall here begin a work which shall 
last for ages; we shall plant here a now society, in the principles of the fullest 
liberty and the purest religion; we shall subdue this wilderness which is be- 
fore us; we shall fill this region of the great continent, which stretches almost 
from pole to pole, with civilization and Christianity; the temples of the true 
God shall rise, where now ascends the smoke of idolatrous sacrifice; fields and 
gardens, the flowers of summer, and the waiving and golden harvest of 
autumn, shall spread over a thousand hills, and stretch along a thousand val- 
leys, never yet, since the creation, reclaimed to the use of civilized man. We 
shall whiten this coast with the canvass of a prosperous commerce; we shall 
stud tbe long and winding shore with a hundred cities. Tliat which we sow 
in weakness shall be raised in strength. From our sincere, but houseless 
worship, there shall spring splendid temples to record God's goodness; from 
the simplicity of our social union, there shall arise wise and peptic constitu- 
tions of government, full of the liberty which we ourselves bring and breathe ; 
from our zeal for learning, institutions shall spring which sl^l scatter the 
light of knowledge throughout the land, and, in time, paying back where 
they have borrowed, shall contribute their part to the great a^egate of hu- 
man knowledge; and our descendants, tiirough all generations, shall look 
back to this spot, and to this hour, with unabated aflfection and regard." 

A brief remembrance of the causes which led to the settlem^it of this 
place; some account of the peculiarities and charcteristic qualities of that set- 
tlement, as distinmiished from other instances of colonization ; a short notice 
of the progress of New England in the great interests of society, during the 
century winch is now elapsed; with a few observations on tiie principles upon 
which society and government are established in this country ; comprise all 
that can be attempted, and much more than can be satisfactorily performed; 
on the in-esent occasion. 

Of the motives which influ^iced the first settlers to a voluntary exile^ m- 
duced them to relinquish their native country, and to sedc an asylum in this 
then unexpbred wilderness, the first and principal, no doubt, were connected 
with religicm. They soii^t to enjoy a higher degree of rdigious freedom, 
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and wliat they esteemed a purer form of religious worship, tlian was allowed 
4o their choice, or presented to their imitation, in the Old World. The love 
of religious liberty is a stronger sentiment, when fully excited, than an attach- 
ment to civil or political freedom. That freedom which the conscience de- 
mands, and which men feel bound *by their hope of salvation to contend for, 
can hardly fail to be attained. Conscience, in the cause of religion and the 
worship of the Deity, prepares the mind to act and to suffer beyond almost all 
other causes. It sometimes gives an impulse so irresistible, that no fetters of 
power or of opinion can withstand it. History instructs us that this love of 
lehgious liberty, a compound sentiment in the breast of man, made up of the 
clearest sense of right and the highest conviction of duty, is able to look the 
sternest despotism in the face, and, with means apparently most inadequate, to 
shake principalities and powers. There is a boldness, a spirit of daring, in 
religious reformers, not to be measured by the general rules which control 
men's puiposes and actions. If the hand of power be laid upon it, this only 
seems to augment its force and its elasticity, and to cause its action to be 
more formidable and violent Human invention has devised nothing, human 
power has compassed nothing, that can forcibly restrain it, when, it breaks 
forth. Nothing can stop it, but to give way to it; nothing can check it, but 
to give way to mdulgence. It loses its power only when it has gained its ob- 
ject. The principle of toleration, to which the world has come so slowly, is 
at once the most just and the most wise of all principles. Even when reU- 
gous feeliug takes a character of extravagance and enthusiasm, and seems to 
threaten the order of society and shake the columns of the social edifice, its 
principal danger is in its restraint If it be allowed indulgence and expan- 
sion, hke the elemental fires, it only agitates, and perhaps purifies the atmos- 
phere ; whilst its efforts to throw off restraint would burst the world asunder. 
It is certain that, although many of them were republicans in principle, we 
have no evidence that our New England ancestors would have emigrated, as 
they did, from tiieir own native country, would have become wanderers in 
Europe, and finally would have undertaken the establishment of a colony 
here, merely from their dislike of the political systems of Europe. They 
fled not so much from the civil government, as from the hierarchy, and the 
laws which enforced conformity to the church establishment Mr. Robinson 
had left England as early as 1608, on account of the persecutions for non- 
eonformity, and had retii'ed to Holland. He left England, from no disap- 
pointed ambition in affairs of state, 6K>m no regrets at the want of preferment 
m the church, nor from any motive of distinction or of gain. Uniformity in 
matters of religion was pressed with such extreme rigor, that a voluntary exile 
seemed the most eligible mode of escaping from the penalties of noncompli- 
ance. The acce8si<»i of Elizabeth had, it is true, quenched the fires of Smith- 
field, and put an end to the easy acquisition of the crown of martyrdom. 
Her long reign had established the Reformation, but toleration was a virtue 
beyond her conception, and beyond the age. She left no example of it to 
her successor; and he was not of a character which rendered it probable that 
a sentknent either so wise or so Hberal would originate with him. At the 
{absent p^od, it seems incredible that the learned, accomplished, unassuming, 
and inoffensive Robinson, sho}ild neither be tolerated in his peaceable mode of 
worship in his own country, not suffered, quietly to depart fr(»n it Yet suck 
-was the &ct He left his country by stealth, that he mi^ht elsewhere enjoy 
tiboee lights which owht to bdong to men in all countries. The departure 
of tihe Pilgrims for Hdland is deeply int^esting, from its drcumctances, and 
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ako as it marks tlie character of the times, independently of its connecti<Hi 
with names now incorporated with the history of empire. The embarkati<»] 
was intended to be made in such a manner, that it might escape the notice 
of the officers of government Great pains had been taken to secure boats, 
which diould come undiscovered to the shore, and receive the fugitives; and 
frequent disappointments had been experienced in this respect. 

At length the appointed time came, bringing with it unusual severity of 
cold and rain. An unfrequented and barren heath, on the shores of Lin- 
colnshire, was the selected spot, where the feet of the Pilgrims vreie to tread, 
for the last time, the land of their fathers. The vessel which was to i-eceivo 
them did not come until the next day, and in the meantime the little band 
was collected, and men and women and children and baggage were crowded 
together, in melancholy and distressed confusion. The sea was rough, and 
the women and children were already sick, from their passage down the river 
to the place of embarkation on the sea. At length the wished-for boat silent- 
ly and fearfully approaches the shore, and men and women and children, 
taking with fear and with cold, as many as tiie small vessel could bear, ven- 
ture oil' on a dangerous sea. Immediately the advance of hoi-ses is heard from 
behind, armed men appear, and those not yet embarked are seised, and taken 
into custody. In the hurry of the moment, the first parties had been sent on 
board without any attempt to keep members of the same family together, and 
on account of th^ appearance of the horsemen, the boat never returned for 
the residue. Those who had got away, and those who had not were in equal 
distress. A stortn, of great violence and long duration, arose at sea, which 
not only protracted the voyage, rendered distressing by the want of all those 
accommodations which the interruption of the embarkation had occasioned, 
but also forced the vessel out of her course, and menaced immediate ship- 
wreck ; while those on shore, when they were dismissed from the custody of 
the officers of justice, having no longer homes or houses to retire to, and their 
friends and protectors being already gone, became objects of necessary charity, 
as well as of deep commiseration. 

As this scene passes before us, we can hardly forbear asking, whether this 
be a band of malefactors and felons, flying from justice. What are their 
crimes, that they hide themselves in darkness ? To what punishment are they 
exposed, that, to avoid it, men, and women, and children, thus encounter the 
surf of the North Sea, and the terrors of a night storm ? What induces 
this armed pursuit, and this arrest of fugitives, of all ages and both sexes t 
Truth does not allow us to answer these inquiries in a manner that does credit 
to the wisdom or the justice of the times. This was not the flight of guilt, 
but of virtue. It was an humble and peaceable religion, flying irom causeless 
oppression. It was conscience, attempting to escape from the arbitrary rule 
of the Stuarts. It was Kobinson and Brewster, leading off their little band 
from their native soil, at first to find shelter on the shore of the neighboring 
continent, but ultimately to come hither; and having surmounted all difficul- 
ties and braved a thousand dangers, to find here a place of reAige and of rest 
Thanks be to God, that this spot was honored as the asylum of religious libo^ 
ty I May its standard, reared here, remain for ever 1 May it rise up as high 
as heaven, till its banner shall fan the air of both continents^ and wave as a 
glorious ensiffn of peace and security to the nations! 

The peculiar character, condition, and circumstances of the colonies whksh 
introduced civilization and an English race into New England, afford a most 
interesting and extensive topic of discussion. On these, much of our saboe* 
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quent cbaracfcer and fortune h^ depended. Their influence has eseentiallj 
a£fectedour whole historji through the two centuries which have elapsed; 
and as they have become intimately connected with government, laws, and 
property, as well as our opinions on the subjects of religion and civil liberty, 
that influence is likely to continue to be felt through the centuries which shall 
succeed. Emigration from one region to another, and the emission of colonies 
to people countries more or less distant from the residence of the p^nt stock, 
are common incidents in the history of mankind; but it has not often, per- 
liaps never hatppened, that the establishment of colonies should be attempted 
under circumstances, however beset with present difficulties and dangers, yet 
so fiivorable to ultimate success, and so conducive to ma^ficent results, aa 
those which attended the first settlements on this part of me American conti- 
nent. In other instances, emigration has proceeded from a less exalted pur- 
pose, in periods of less general intelligence, or more without plan and by acci- 
dent; or under circumstances, physical and moral, less favorable to the expec- 
tation of laying a foundation for great pubHc prosperity and future empire. 

A great resemblance exists, obviously, between all the English colonies es- 
tablished within the present limits of the United States; but the occasion at- 
tracts our attention more immediately to those which took possession of New 
England, and the peculiarities of these furnish a strong contrast with most 
other instances of colonization. 

Among the ancient nations, the Greeks, no doubt, sent forth from their 
territories the greatest number of colonies. So numerous, indeed, were they, 
and so great the extent of space over which they were spread, that the parent 
country fondly and naturally persuaded herself that by means of them she 
had laid a sure foundation for the universal civilization of tiie world. These 
establishments, from obvious causes, were most numerous m places most con- 
tiguous; yet they were found on the coasts of France, on the shores of the 
Euxine Sea, in Africa, and even, as is alleged, on the borders of India. These 
emigrations appear to have been sometimes voluntary and sometimes compul- 
sory ; arising from the spontaneous enterprise of individuals, or the order and 
regui^ion of government It was a common opinion with ancient writers, 
that they were undertaken in religious obedience to the commands of oracles, 
and it is probable that impressions of this sort might have had more or less 
influence; but it is probable, also^ that on these occasions the oracles did not 
speak a language dissonant from the views and purposes of the state. 

Political science among the Gh'eeks seemis never to have extended to the 
comprehension of a system which should be adequate to the government of a 
great nation upon principles of liberty. They were accustomed only to the 
contemplation of small republics, and were led to consider an augmented 
population as incompatible with free institutions. The desire of a remedy for 
this supposed evil, and the wish to establish marts for trade, led the govern- 
ments often to undertake the establishment of colonies as an sSair of state 
expediency. Colonization and commerce, indeed, would naturally become 
objects of interest to an ingenious and enteipnsmg people, inhabiting a terri- 
tory closely circumscribed m its limits, and in no small part mountainous and 
sterile; while the islands of the adjacent seas, and the promontories and coasts 
€i the neighboring continents, by their mere proximity, strongly sohcited the 
excited spirit of emigration. Such was this proximity, in many instances, 
that the new settlemente appeared rather to be the mere extension of popula- 
tion over contiguous teiritory, than the establishment of distant cobnies. In 
p]!oporti<m as they were near to the parent state, they would be under its 
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authority, and partake of its fortunes. The colony at MarsdHefl might per> 
ceive lightly, en* not at ail, tiie sway of Phocia; while ike islands in the .^Egesn 
Sea could hardly attain to independence of their Athenian origin. Many of 
these establishments took place at an early age; and if there were defects in 
the governments of the parent states, the colonists did not possess philosophy 
or experience sufficient to correct such evUs in their own institutions, even if 
they had not been, by other causes, deprived of the power. An immediate 
necessity, connected with tjie support of life, was the mam and direct induce- 
ment to these und^lakings, and there could hardly exist more tiian the hope 
of a successful imitation of institutions with which they were already ac- 
quainted, and of holding an equality with their neighbors in the course of im- 
provement The laws and customs, botii political and municipal, as well as 
the religious worship of the parent city, were transferred to the colony; and 
the parent city hersd^ with all such of her colonies as w«re not too feu* remote 
for frequent intercourse and common sentiments, would appear like a fiunily 
of cities, more or less dependent^ and more or less connected. We know how 
imperfect this system was, as a system of general politics^ and what scope it 
gave to those mutual dissensions and conflicts which proved so fatal to Greece. 

But it is mcwre pertinent to our present purpose to observe, that nothing ex- 
isted in the character of Grecian emigrations, or ip the spirit and intelligence 
of the emigrants, likely to give a new and important direction to human af- 
fairs, or a new impulse to the human mind. Their motives were notliigh 
enough, their views were not sufficiently large and prospective. 'They went 
not forth, like our ancestors, to erect systems of more perfect civil liberty, or 
to enjoy a higher degree of religious freedom. Above all, there was nothing 
in the religion and learning of the age, that could either inspire high pur- 
poses, or give the ability to execute them. Whatever restraints on civil hber- 
ty, or whatever abuses in rdiigious worship, existed at the time of our fatliers* 
emigration^ yet even then ^1 was light in the moral and mental world, in 
comparison with its condition in moist periods of the ancient states. The 
settlement of a new continent, in an age of prt^ressive knowledge and inn- 
provement, could not but do more than merely enlarge the natural boundaries 
of the habitable world. It could not but do much more even than extend 
commerce and increase wealth among the human race. We see how this 
event has acted, how it must have acted, and wonder only why it did not act 
sooner, in the production of moral effects, on the state of human knowledge, 
the general tone of human sentiments, and the prospects of human happiness. 
It gave to civilized man not only a new continent to be inhabited and culti- 
vated, and new seas to be explored ; but it it gave him also a new range for 
his thoughts, new objects for curiosity, and new excitements to knowledge 
and improvement. 

Roman colonization resembled, far less than that of the Greeks, the origin- 
al settlements of this country. Power and dominion were the objects of 
Rome, even in her colonial establishments. Ha* whole exteriw aspect was for 
centuries hostile and terrific She grasped at dominion, from India to Britain, 
and her measures of colonization partook of the character of her general 
system. Her policy was military, because her objects were power, ascendency 
mid subjugation. Detachments of emigrants from Rome incorporated themr 
selves with, and governed, ihe or^maf inhabitanta of conquered oountriea. 
She sent citizens where she had first sent soldiers; her law Mowed her sword. 
Her colonies were a sort of miiitaiy establkhment; so many advanced poets 
kk the career of her dominion. A gov^nor from Rome ruled the new colonT 
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irith absolute sway, and often with unbounded rapacity. In Cicily, in Gaul, 
In Spain, and in Asia, the power of Rome prevailed, not nominally only, but 
really and effectually. Those who immediately exercised it were Roman; 
the tone and tendency of its administration, Roman. Rome herself con- 
tinued to be the heart and centre of the great system which she had estab- 
lished. Extortion and rapacity, finding a wide and often rich field of action 
in the provinces, looked nevertheless to the banks of the Tiber, as the scene in 
which their ill-gotten treasures should be displayed; or, if a spirit of more 
honest acquisition prevailed, the object, nevertheless, was ultimate enjoyment 
in Rome itself. If our own history and our own times did not suflSciently ex- 
pose the inherent and incurable evils of provincial government, we might see 
them portrayed, to our amazement, in the desolated and ruined provinces of 
the Roman empire. We might hear them, in a voice that terrifies us, in 
those strains of complaint and accusation, which the advocates of the provin- 
ces poured forth in the Roman Forum: — "Quas res luxuries in flagitiis, 
crudehtas in suppliciis, avaritia in rapinis, superbia in contumeliis, efficere 
potuisset, eas onmes sese pertulisse.'' 

As was to be expected, the Roman provinces partook of the fortunes, as 
well as of the sentiments and general character, of the seat of empire. They 
Hved together with her, they flourished with her, and fell with her. The 
branches were lopped away even before the vast and venerable trunk itself 
fell prostrate to the earth. Nothing had proceeded from her which could sup- 
port itself, and bear up the name of its origin, when her own sustaining arm 
should be enfeebled or withdrawn. It was not given to Rome to see, either 
at her zenith or in her decline, a child of her own, distant, indeed, and inde- 
pendent of her control, yet speaking her language and inheriting her blood, 
q)ringing forward to a competition with her own power, and a comparison 
with her own great renown. She saw not a vast region of the earth peopled 
jBx)m her stock, full of states and political commumties, improving upon the 
models of her institutions, and breathing in fuller measure the spirit which 
she hiad breathed in the best periods of her existence ; enjoying and extend- 
ing her arts and her hterature; rising rapidly from political childhood to 
manly strength and independence; her offspring, yet now her equal; uncon- 
nected with the causes which might affect the duration of her own power and 
greatness; of common origin, but not linked to a common fate; giving ample 
pledge, that her name should not be forgotten; that her language should 
not cease to be used among men; that whatsoever she had done for human 
knowledge and human happiness should be treasured up and preserved ; that 
the record of her existence and her achievements should not be obscured, al- 
though, in the inscrutable purposes of Providence, it might be her destiny to 
fall from opulence and splendor; although the time might come when dark- 
ness should settle on all her hills; when foreign or domestic violence should 
overturn her altars and her temples; when ignorance and despotism should 
fill the places where Laws, and Arts, and Liberty had flourished ; when the 
feet of barbarism should trample on the tombs of her consuls, and the walls 
of her senate-house and forum echo only to the voice of savage triumph. 
She saw not this glorious vision, to inspire and fortify her against the possible 
decay or downfall of her power. Happy are they who in our day may be- 
hold it, if they shall contemplate it with the sentiments which it ought to 
in^ire! 

The New England colonies differ quite as widely frx>m the Asiatic establish- 
ments of the modem European nations^ as from the models of the ancient 
3 
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states. The sole objects of those establishments was originally trade; al- 
though we have seen, in one of them, the anomaly of a mere trading com- 
pany attaining a political character, disbursing reventes, and maintaining 
urmies and fortresses, imtil it has extended its control over seventy millions 
of people. Differing from these, and still more from the New England and 
North American colonies, are the European settlements m the West India 
Islands. It is not strange that, when men's minds were turned to the settle- 
ment of America, different objects should be proposed by those who emi- 
grated to the different regions of so vast a country. Climate, soil and condi- 
tion were not all eaually favorable to all pursuits. In the West Indies, the 
purpose of those who went thither was to engage in that species of agricul- 
^e, suited to the soil and climate, which seems to bear more resemblance to 
commerce, than to the hard and plain tillage of New England. The great 
staples of these co^ntries, being partly an a^cultural and partly a manufac- 
'tured product, and not being of the necessaries of life, become the object of 
calculation, with respect to a profitable investment of capital, hke any other 
^enterprise of tyade or manufacture. The more especially, as, requiring, by 
jiecessity or habit, slave labor for their production, the capital necessary to car- 
ry on the work of this production is very considerable. The West Indies are 
l-esorted to, therefore, rather for the investment of capital, than for the purpose 
of sustaining life by personal labor. Such as possess a consderable amount 
of capital, or such as choose to adventure in commercial speculations without 
capital, can alone be fitted to be emigrants to the islands. The agriculture of 
these regions, as before observed, is a sort of commerce ; and it is a species of 
employment in which labor seems to form an inconsiderable ingredient in the 
j)roductive causes, since the porticwa of white labor is exceedingly small, and 
slave labor is rather more hlce profit on stock or capital, than labor properly 
^80 called. The individual who undertakes an establishment of this kind, 
takes into the account the cost of the necessary number of slaves, in the same 
jnanner as he calculates the cost of the land. The uncertamty, too, of this 
«)ecies of employment, affords another ground of resemblance to commerce. 
Although gainful on the whole, and in a series of years, it is often very dis- 
jistrous for a single year, and, as the capital is not readily invested in other 
.pursuits, bad crops or bad markets not only affect the profits, but the capital 
.Itself. Hence the sudden depressions which take place in the value of such 
estates. 

But the great and leading observation, relative to these establishments, ro- 
mams to be made. It is, that the owners ef the soil and of the capital sel- 
^dom consider themselves at home hi the colony. A very great portion of the 
j9oil itself is usually owned in the mother country; a still greater is mortgaged 
for capital obtained there; and, in general, those who are to derive an inter- 
est from the products look to the parent country as the place for enjoyment 
.of their wealtL The population is therefore constantly fluctuating. Nobody 
,comes but to return. A constant succession of owners, agents and factors 
takes place. Whatsoever the soil, forced by the unmitigated toil of slaverj, 
,^an yield, is sent home to defray rents, and interest^ and agencies^ or to give 
the means of hving in a better society. In such a state, it is evident that no 
spirit of permanent improvement is likely to spring up. Profits will not l>e 
invested with a distant view of benefiting posterity. Eoads and canals will 
l^ardly be built; schools %ill not be founded; colleges will not be endowed. 
There will be few fixtures in society; no principles of utility or of elegance^ 
planted now, with the hope of being developed and expanded hereafter. 
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Profit^ immediate ptofit^ must be the principal active spring in the social sy»- 
tem. There may be man^ particular exceptions to these general remarks, but 
the outline of the whole is such as is here drawn. 

Another most important consequence of such a state of things is, that no 
idea of independence of the parent country is likely to arise; unless, indeed, it 
should spring up in a form that would threaten uniyersal desolation. The 
inhabitants nave no strong attachment to the place which they inhabit The 
hope of a great portion of them is to leave it; and their great desire, to leave 
it soon. However useful they may be to the parent state, how much soever 
they may add to the conveniencies and luxuries of hfe, these colonies are not 
favored spots' for the expansion of the human mind, for the progress of per- 
manent improvement, or for sowing the seeds of future iadepaident empire. 

Different, indeed, most widely dSerent, from aU these instances of emigra- 
tion and plantation, were the oonditicm, the purposes, and the prospects of our 
fathers, when they established thear infant colony upon this spot They came 
tither from a land to which they were never to return. Hither they had 
brought, and here they were to ^x their hopes, their attachments, and their 
objects in life. Some natural tears they shed, as they left the pleasant abodes 
of their fathers, and some emotions they suppressed, when the white clifis <^ 
their native country, now seen for tlie last time, grew dim to their sight They 
were acting, however, on a resolution not to be daunted. With whatever 
stifled regrets, with whatever oocaaonal hesitation, with whatever appalling 
apprehensions, which might sometimes arise with foi'ce to shake the firmest 
purpose, they had yet committed t^mselves to Heaven and the elements ; and 
a thousand leagues of water soon interposed to separate them for ever from 
the region which gave them birth. A new existence awaited them here; and 
when they saw these shores, rough, cold, barbarous, and barren, as then they 
were, they beheld their country. That mixed and strong feeling, which we call 
love of country, and which is, in general, never extinguished in the heart of 
man, grasped and embraced its proper object here. Whatever constitutes coun- 
try, except the earth and the sun, all the moral causes of affection and attach- 
ment which operate upon the heart, they had brought with them to their new 
abode. Here were now their families and friends, their homes, and theh* 
property. Before they reached the shore, they had established the elements 
of a social system, and at a much earlier period had settled their forms of 
religious worship. At the moment of their landing, therefore, they possessed 
institutions of government, and institutions of religion; and friends and 
fomilies, and social and religious institutions, framed by consent, founded on 
choice and preference, how neariy do these fill up our whole idea of country ! 
The morning that beamed on the first night of their repose saw the Pilgrims 
already at home in thdr country. There were poHtical institutions, and civil 
liberty, and religious worship. Poetry has fancied nothing, in the wanderings 
of heroes, so distinct and characteristic. Here was man, mdeed, unprotect^ 
and unprovided for, on the shore of a rude and fearful wilderness; but it was 
politic, intelligent, and educated man. Every thing was civilked but the 
phyacal w(»rld. Institutions, containing in substance all that ages had done 
for human government, were organized in a forest. Cultivated mind was to 
• act on uncultivated nature; and, more than all, a govemment and a country 
were to commence, with the very first foundations kid under the divine right 
of the Christian religion. Happy auspices of a hsifpy futurity ! Who would 
wish that his country's exfeteiMje had otherwise begun ? Who would desire 
the power of going back to the i^ of fehhf Who would wish for m 
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origin obscured in the darkness of antiquity ? Wlio would wish for otner 
emblazoning of his country's heraldry, or other ornaments of her genealogy, 
than to be able to say, that her first existence was with intelligence, her Scsl 
breath the inspiration of Uberty, her first principle the truth of divine 
religion? 

Local attachments and sympathies would ere long spring up in the breasts 
of our ancestors, endearing to them the place of their refuge. Whatever 
natural objects are associated with interesting scenes and high ef^rts obtain a 
hold on human feeling, and demand from the heart a sort of recognition and 
regard. This Rock soon became hallowed in the esteem of the Pilgrims, and 
these hills grateful to their sight Neither they nor their children were again 
to till the soil of England, nor again to traverse the seas which surround her. 
But here was a new sea, now open to their enterprise, and a new soil, which 
had not failed to respond gratefuUy to their laborious industry, and which 
was already assuming a robe of verdure. Hardly had they provided shelter 
for the living, ere they were summoned to erect sepulchres for the dead. The 
.groond had become sacred, by inclosing the remams of some of their com- 
panions and connections. A parent, a child, a husband, or a wife, had gone 
the way of all flesh, and mingled with the dust of New England. We natu- 
rally look with strong emotions to the spot, though it be a wilderness, where 
the ashes of those we have loved repose. Where the heart has laid down 
what it loved most, there it is desirous of laying itself down. No sculptured 
marble, no enduring monument, no honorable inscription, no ever-burning 
taper that would drive away the darkness of the tomb> can soften our sense of 
the reality of death, and hallow to our feelings the ground which is to cover 
US) like the consciousness that we shall sleep, dust to dusf^ with the objects of 
our affections. 

In a short time other causes sprung up to bind the Pilgrims with new cords 
to their chosen land. Children were bom, and the hopes of future genera- 
tions arose, in the spot of their new habitation. The second generation found 
this the land of their nativity, and saw that they were bound to its fortunes.* 
They beheld their fathers' graves around . them, and while they read the 
memorials of their toils and laboi-s, they rejoiced in the inheritance which they 
found bequeathed to them. 

Under the influence of these causes, it was to be expected that an interest 
and a feeling should arise here, entirely different from die interest and feeling 
of mere Englishmen ; and all the subsequent history of the colonies proves 
this to have actually and gradually taken place. With a general acknowledg- 
ment of the supremacy of the British crown, there was, from the first, a re- 
pugnance to an entire submission to the control of British legislation. The 
colonies stood upon their charters, which, as they contended, exempted them 
from the ordinary power of the British Parliament, and authorized them to 
conduct their own concerns by their own counsels. They utterly resisted the 
notion that tiiey were to be ruled by the mere authority of the government 
at home, and would not endure even that their own charter governments 
should be established on the other side of the Atlantic. It was not a ccm- 
trolling or protecting board in England, but a government of their own, and 
existing immediately within their limits, which could satisfy tbeir wishes. 
It was easy to foresee, what we know also to have happened, that the first 
great cause of collision ayL jealousy would be, under tne notion of political 
economy then and still prevalent in Europe, an attempt on the part of the 
mother country to monopolize the trade of the colonies. Whoever has looked 
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deeply into the causes which produced our Revolution, has found, if I mistake 
not, the original principal far back in this claim, on the part of England, to 
monopolize our trade, and a continued effort on the part of the colonies to 
resist or evade that monopoly ; if, indeed, it be not still more just and philoso- 
phical to go farther back, and to consider it decided, that an independent 
government must arise here, the moment it was ascertained that an English 
colony, such as landed in this place, could sustain itself against the diangers 
which surrounded it, and, with other similar establishments, overspread the 
land with an English population. Accidental causes retarded at times, and 
at times accelerated the progress of the controversy. The colonies wanted 
strength and time to give it to them. They required measures of strong and 
palpable injustice, on the part of the mother country, to justify resistance ; the 
early part of the late kings reign furnished them; They needed spirits of 
high order, of great daring, of long foresight, and of commanding power, to 
seize the favoring occasion to strike a blow; which should sever, for all time, 
the tie of colonial dependence; and these spirits were found, in all the extent 
which that or any crisis could demand, in Otis, Adams, Hancock, and the 
other immediate authors of our independence. 

Still, it is true that, for a century, causes had been in operation tending to 
prepare things for this great result In the year 1660, the English Act of 
Navigation was passed; the first and grand object of which seems to have 
been to secure to England the whole trade with her plantations. It was pro- 
vided by that act that none but English ships should transport American 
produce over the ocean, and that the principal articles of that produce should 
be allowed to be sold only in the markets of the mother country. Three 
years afterwards another law was passed, which enacted that such commodi- 
ties as the colonies might wish to purchase should be bought only in the 
markets of the mother country. Severe rules were prescribed to enforce the 
provisions of these laws, and heavy penalties imposed on all who should 
violate them. In the subsequent years of the same reign, other statutes were 
enacted to re-enforce these statutes, and other rules prescribed to secure a com- 
pliance with tiiese rules. In this manner was the trade to and from the 
colonies restricted, almost to the exclusive advantage of the parent country. 
But laws, which rendered the interest of a whole people subordinate to that 
of another people, were not likely to execute themselves; nor was it easy to 
find many on the spot, who could be depended upon for carrying them mto 
execution. In fact, these laws were more or less evaded or resisted, in all the 
colonies. To enforce them was the constant endeavor of the government at 
home; to prevent or elude their operation, the perpetual object here. " The 
laws of navigation," says a living British writer, " were nowhere so openly 
disobeyed and contemned as in New England." " The people of Massachu- 
setts Bay," he adds, <^ were from the first disposed to act as if independent 
of the mother country ; and having a governor and magistrates of their own 
choice, it was difficult to enforce any regulation which came from the English 
ParUament, adverse to their interests." To provide more eflPectually for the 
execution of these laws, we know that courts of admiralty were afterwards 
established by the crown, with power to try revenue causes, as questions of 
admiralty, upon the construction given by the crown lawyers to an act of Paiv 
liament; a great departure from tiie ordinary principles of English jurispru- 
dence, but which has been maintained, nevertheless, by the force of habit 
and precedent, and is adopted in our own existing forms of government. 

" There lie," says another English writer, whose connection with the Board 
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of Trade lias enabled him to ascertain many facts connected with colonial 
history, ^ There lie among the documents in the Board of Trade and State- 
paper office, the most saSsfactory proofe, from the epoch of the English 
devolution in 1688, throughout every reign, and during every administration, 
of the settled purpose of the colonies to acquire direct independence and 
positive sovereignty." Perhaps this may be stated somewhat too stix)ngly; 
but it cannot be denied that, horn the very nature of the establishments here^ 
and from the general character of the measures respecting their concerns early 
adopted and steadily pursued by the English government, a division of the 
empire was the natural and necessary result to which every thing tended. 

I have dwelt on this topic, because it seems to me that the peculiar original 
character of the New England colonies, and certain causes coeval with their 
existence, have had a strong and decided influence on all their subsequent 
history, and especially on the great event of the Revolution. Whoever would 
write our history, and would imderstand and explain early transactions, should 
comprehend the nature and force of the feeling which I have endeavored to 
describe. As a son, leaving the house of his father for his own, flnds, by the 
order of nature, and the very law of his being, nearer and dearer objects 
around which his aflectibns circle, while his attachment to the parental roof 
becomes moderated, by degrees, to a composed regard and an affectionate re- 
membrance; so our ancestors, leaving their native land, not without some 
violence to the feelings of nature and ajBection, yet, in time, Ibund here a new 
eircle of ^gagemeuts, interests and affections; a feeling, which mc^-e and 
more encroached upon the old, till an undivided sentiment, that this was their 
country/, occupied the heart; and patriotism, shutting out from its embraces 
the parent re^m, became local to America. 

Some retrospect of the century which has now elapsed is among the duties 
of the occasion. It must, however, necessarily be imperfect, to be compressed 
within the limits of a single discourse. I shall content myself therefore, with 
taking notice of a few of the leading and most important occurrences which 
have distinguished the period. 

When the first century closed, the progress of the country appeared to have 
been con^derable; notwithstanding that, in comparison with its subsequent 
advancement, it now seems otherwise. A broad and lasting foundation had 
been laid; excell^it institutions had been established; many of the prejudices 
of former times had been removed ; a more hberal and catholic spirit on sub- 
jects of religious concern had begun to extend itself and many things con- 
spired to give promise of increasing future prosperity. Great men had arisen 
in public life, and the liberal professions. The Mathers, father and son, were 
then sinking low in the western horizon; Leverett, the learned, the accom- 
plished, the excellent Leverett, was about to withdraw his brilliant and useful 
light. In Pemberton great hopes had been suddenly extinguished, but 
Prince and Colman w«« in our sky; and along the east had b%un to flash 
the crepuscular light of a great luminary which was about to appear, and 
which was to stamp the age with his own name, as the age of Franklin. 

The bloody Indian wars, which harrassed the people for a part of the first 
century; the restrictions on the trade of the colonies, added to the discourage- 
ments inherently belonging to all forms of colonial government; the distance 
from Europe, and the small hope of immediate profit to adventurers, are 
among the causes which had contributed to retard ^e progress of population. 
Perhaps it may be added, also, that during the period of the civil wars in 
England, and tne reign of Cromwell, many persons, whose religious opinions 
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join the New England colonists, found reasons to remain in England; either 
on account of active occupation in the scenes which were passing, or of an 
anticipation of the enjoyment, in their own country, of a form of government, 
civil and religious, accommodated to their views and principles. The violent 
measures, too, pursued against the colonies in the reign of Charles the Second, 
the mockery of a trial, and the forfeiture of the charters, were serious evils. 
And during the open violence of the short reign of James the Second, and 
the tyranny of Andros, as the venerable historian of Connecticnt observes, 
** All the motives to great actions, to industry, economy, enterprise, wealth, 
and population, were in a manner annihilated. A general inactivity and lan^ 
guishment pervaded the public body. Liberty, property, and every thing 
which ought to be dear to men, every day grew more and more insecure." 

With the Revolution in England, a better prospect had opened on this 
country, as well as on that The joy had been as* great at that event, ^d 
far more universal, in New England than in Old England. A new chai-ter 
had been granted to Massachusetts, which, although it did not confirm to her 
inhabitants all their former privileges, yet relieved them from great evils and 
embarrassments, and promised future security. More than aS, perhaps, the 
Revolution in England had done good to the general cause of Hberty and 
justice. A blow had been struck in fevor of the rights and liberties, not of 
England alone, but of descendants and kinsmen of England all over the world. 
Great political truths had been established. The champions of liberty had 
been successful in a fearful and perilous conflict Somers, and Cavendish, and 
Jekyl, and Howard, had triumphed in one of the most noble causes ever un- 
dertaken by men^ A revolution had been made upon principle. A monarch 
had been dethroned for violating the original compact between king and peo- 
ple. The rights of the people to parteke in the government, and to limit 
the monarch by fundamental rules of government, had been maintained; and 
however unjust the government of England might afterwards be towards 
other governments or towards her colonies, she had ceased to be governed her- 
self by the arbitrary maxims of the Stuarts. 

New England had submitted to the violence of James the Second not long- 
er than Old England. Not only was it reserved to Massachusetts, that on her 
fioii should be acted the first scene of that great revolutionary drama, whi(^ 
was to take place near a century afterwards, but the English Revolution itself, 
as far as the colonies were concerned, commenced in Boston. The seizure 
and imprisonment of Andros, in April, 1689, were acts of direct and forcible 
resistance to the authority of James the Second. The pulse of liberty beat 
as high in the extremities as at the heart The vigorous feeling of the colony 
burst out before it was known how the parent country would finally conduct 
herself. The king's representative. Sir Edmund Andros, was a prisoner in 
the castle at Boston, before it was or could be known that the king himself 
had ceased to exercise his full dominion on the English throne. 

Before it was known here^ whether the invasion of the Prince of Orange 
would or could prove successful ; as soon only as it was known that it had 
been undertaken, the people of Massachusetts, at the imminent hazards of 
their lives and fortunes, had accomplished the revolution as far as respected 
themselves. It is probable, that, reasoning on general principles, and the 
known attachment of the English people to their constitution and liberties, 
and their deep and fixed dislike of the king's religion and politics, the people 
ct New England expected a catastrophe ;^ital to the power of the reigning 
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Piince. Yet, it was not either certain enough, or near enough, to come to 
their aid against the authority of the crown, in that crisis which had arriyedf 
and in which they trusted to put themselves, relying on God, and their own 
c ourage. There were spirits in Massachusetts, congenial with the spirits of the 
distinguished friends of the revolution in England. There were those, who 
were fit to associate with the holdest asserters of civil liberty; and Mather 
himself then in England, was not unworthy to be ranked with those sons of 
the church, whose firmness and spirit in resisting kingly encroachment in re- 
ligion, entitled them to the gratitude of their own and succeeding ages. 

The second century opened upon New England under circumstances which 
evinced that much had already been accompushed, and that still better pros- 
pects, and brighter hopes, were before her. She had laid, deep and strong, 
the foundations of her society. Her religious principles were firm, and her 
moral habits exemplary. Her public schools had b^un to diffiise widely the 
eftments of knowledge; and the College, under the excellent and acceptable 
administration of Leverett, had been raised to a high d^ee of credit and 
usefulness. 

The commercial character of the country, notwithstanding all discourage- 
ment, had begun to display itself and^ve hundred vessels, then belonging to 
Massachusetts, placed her in relation to commerce, thus early, at the head of 
the colonies. An author who wrote very near the close of the first century 
says; "• New England is almost deserving that noble name, so mightily hath 
it increased ; and from a small settlement, at first, is now becomjd a yery popu- 
lous and Jlourishing government The capital city, Boston, is a place of 
great wealth and trade; and by much the largest of any in the English em- 
pire of America; and not exceeded but by few cities, perhaps two or three, 
in all the American world." 

But, if our ancestors at the close of the first century, could look back with 
joy, and even admiration at the progress of the country; what emotions must 
we not feel, when, from the point in which we stand, we look back and run 
along the events of the century which has now closed ? The country, which 
then, as we have seen was thought deserving of a " noble name;" which then 
had " mightily increased," and become " very populous;" what was it, in com- 
parison with what our eyes behold it ? At that period, a very great propor- 
tion of its inhabitants lived in the eastern section of Massachusette proper, and 
in this colony. In Connecticut, there were towns along the coast, some of 
them respectable, but in the interior, all was a wilderness beyond Hartford. — 
On Connecticut river, settlements had proceeded as far up as Deerfield, and 
Fort Dummer had been bmlt, near where is now the south line of New Hamp- 
shire. In New Hampshire, no settlement was then begun thirty miles from the 
mouth of Piscataqua river, and, in what is now Maine, the inhabitants were 
confined to the coast. The aggregate of the whole population of New Eng- 
land did not exceed one hundred and sixty thousand. Its present amount is 
probably one million seven hundred thousand. Instead of being confined to 
its former limits, her population has rolled backward and filled up the spaces 
included within her actual local boundaries Not this only, but it has over- 
flowed those boundaries, and the waves of emigration have pressed further and 
frirther toward the west. The Alleghany has not check^ it; the banks of 
the Ohio have been covered with it New England ferms, houses, villages^ 
and churches spread over, and adorn the immense extent from the Ohio to 
Lake Erie; and stretch along, from the Alleghany onwards, beyond the 
Miamis, and toward the Falls of St Anthony. Two thousand loiles westr 
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ward from the rock where their fathers landed, may now be found the sons of 
the Pilgrims; cultivating smiling fields, rearing towns and villages, and cher- 
ishing, we trust, the patrimonial blessings of wise institutions, of liberty and 
religion. The world has seen nothing hke this. Regions large enough to 
be empires, and which, half a century ago, were known only as remote and 
unexplored wildernesses, are now teeming with population, and prosperous in 
all the great concerns of life; in good governments, the means of subsistence, 
and social happiness, It may be safely asserted, that there are now more than 
a million of people, descendants of New England ancestry, living free and 
happy, in regions, which hardily sixty years ago were tracts of unpenetrated 
forest. Nor do rivers, or mountains, or seas reSst the progress of industry and 
enterprise. Ere long, the sons of the Pilgrims will be on the shores of the 
Pacific. The irbagination hardily keeps up with the progress of population, 
improvement, and civilization. 

It is now five and forty years, since the growth and rising gloiy of Ameri- 
ca were portrayed in the English parliament, with inimitable beauty, by the 
most consunmaate orator of modem times. Going back somewhat more than 
half a century, and describing our progress as foreseen from that point, by his 
amiable friend Lord Bathurst, then living, he spoke of the wonderful progress 
which America had made during the period of a single human hfe. There 
is no American heart, I imagine, that does not glow, both with conscious 
patriotic pride, and admiration for one of the happiest efforts of eloquence, so 
often as tibe vision, of "thathttle speck, scarce visible in the mass of national 
interest, a small seminal principle, rather than a formed body," and the pro- 
gress of its astonishing developement and growth, are recalled to the/ recollec- 
tion. But a stronger feeling might be produced, if we were able to take up 
this prophetic description where he left it; and placing ourselves at the pomt 
of time in which he was speaking, to set forth with equal fehcity the subse- 
quent progress of the country. There is yet among the living a most distin- 
guished and venerable name, a descendant of the Pilgrims; one who has been 
attended through life by a great and fortunate genius; a man illustrious hy 
his own great merits, and favored of Heaven in the long continuation of his 
years. The time when the English orator was thus speaking of America, 
preceded, by a few days, the actual opening of the revolutionary drama' at 
tiexington. He to whom I have alluded, then at the age of forty, was among 
the most zealous and able defenders of the violated rights of his country. — 
He seemed aheady to have filled a frill measure of public service, and attain- 
ed an honorable fame. The moment was friU of difficulty and danger, and 
biff with events of immeasurable importance. The country was on the very 
bnnk of a civil war, of which no man could foretell the duration or the re- 
sult. Something more than a courageous hope, or characteristic ardor, would 
have been necessary to impress the glorious prospect on his belief, if, at that 
moment, before the sound of the first shock of actual war had reached his 
ears, some attendant spirit had opened to him the \Tsion of the future ; if it 
had said to him, *• The blow is struck, and America is severed from England 
forever !" if it had informed him, that he himself, the next annual revolution 
of the sun, should put his own hand to the great instrument of Independence, 
and write his name where all nations should behold it, and all time fiiiould not 
efl&ice it; that ere long he himself should maintain the interest and r^reeent 
the sovereignty of his new-bom country, in the proudest courts of Europe; 
that he should one day exercise her supreme magistracy; that he should yet 
live to behold ten millions of fellow citizens paying him the homage of their 
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djBepeet gratitude and kindest affections; that he should see distinguished tal- 
ent and high public trust resting where his name rested ; and that he should 
even see with his own uncloud^ eyes, the close of the second century of New 
England, who had begun life almost with its commencement, and lived through 
nearly half the whole history of his country; and that on the morning of this 
auspicious day, he should be found in the political councils of his native state, 
revising by the light of experience, that system of government, which forty 
years before he had assisted to frame and establish ; and great and happy as 
Le should then behold his country, there should be nothing in prospect to 
doud the scene, nothing to check the ardor of that confident and patriotic 
hope, which should glow in his bosom to the end of his long protracted and 
happy life. 

It would fSsur exceed the limits of this discourse, even to mention the princi- 
pal events even in the civil and political history of New England during the 
century ; the more so, as for the last half of the period, that history has Deen 
most happily, closely interwoven with the general history of the United States. 
New England bore an honorable part in the wars which took place between 
England and France. The capture of Louisburg gave her a character for 
military achievement; and in the war which terminated with the peace of 
1763, her exertions oi^ the frontiers were of most essential service as well to 
the mother country as to all the colonies. 

In New England the war of the revolution commenced. I address those 
who remember the memorable 19th of April, 1785; who shortly after saw 
the burning spires of Charlestown ; who beheld the deeds of Prescott^ and 
heard the voice of Putnam, amidst the storm of war, and saw the generous 
Warren fall, the first distingiiished victim in the cause of liberty. It would 
be superfluous to say, that no portion of the country did more than the states 
of New England, to bring the revolutionary struggle to a successful issue. — 
It is scarcely less to her credit, that she saw early the necessity of a closer 
union of the states, and gave an efficient and indispensable aid to the estab- 
lishment and organization of the federal government. 

Perhaps we might safely say, that a new spirit, and a new excitement be- 
gan to exist here, about the middle of the last century. To whatever causes 
it may be imputed, there seems then to have commenced a more rapid im- 
provement. The colonies had attracted more of the attention of the mother 
country, and some renown in arms had been acquired. Lord Chatham was 
the first English minister who attached high importance to these possessions 
of the crown, and who foresaw anything of their future growth and extension. 
His opinio^ was, that the great rival of England was chiefly to be feared as a 
maritime and commercial power, and to drive her out of North America, and 
deprive her of her West India possessions was a leading object in his policy. 
He dwelt often on the fisheries^ as nurseries of British seamen, and the colo- 
nial trade, as furnishing them employment The war, conducted by him with 
vigor, terminated in a peace, by which Canada was ceded to England. The 
e&ct of this was immediately visible in the New England colonies; for the 
fear of Indian hostilities on the frontiers being now happily removed, settle- 
ments went on with an activity before that time altogether unprecedented, and 
public afiairs wore a new and encouraging aspect Shortly after this fortu- 
nate termination of the French war, the interesting topics connected with the 
taxation of America by the British Parliament began to be discussed, and the 
attention and all the faculties of the people drawn towards them. There is 
perhaps no portion of our history more full of mterest than the period fr(Hn 
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1760 to the actual commencement of the war. The progress of opinion, in 
this period, though less known, is not less important, than the progress of arms 
afterwards. Nothing deserves more consideration than those events and dis- 
cussions which affected the puhlic sentiment, and settled the revolution in 
men's minds, before hostihties openly broke out. 

Internal improvement followed the establishment, and prosperous com- 
mencement, of the present government More has been done for roads, 
canals, and other public works, within the last thirty years, than in all our 
former history. In the first of these particulars, few countries excel the New 
England States. The astonishing increase of the navigation and trade is 
known to every one, and now belongs to the history of our national wealth. 

We may flatter ourselves, too, that literature and taste have not been 
stationary, and that some advancement has been made in the elegant, as well 
as in the useful arts. 

Th© nature and constitution of society and government in this country are 
interesting topics to which I would devote what remains of the time allowed 
to this occasion. Of our system of government the first thing to be said is, 
that it is really and practically a free system. It originates entirely with the 
people, and rests on no other foundation than their assent. To judge of its 
actual operation, it is not enough to look merely at the form of its construc- 
tion. The practical character of government depends often on a variety of 
considerations, besides the abstract frame of its constitutional organization. 
Among these are the condition and tenure of property; the laws regulating 
its alienation and descent; the presence or absence of a miUtary power; an 
armed or unarmed yeomanry; the spirit of the age, and the degree of genei-al 
intelligence. In these respects it cannot be denied that the circumstances of 
this country are most favorable to the hope of maintaininff the government 
of a great nation on principles entirely popular. In the absence of military 
power, the nature of government must essentially depend on the manner in 
which property is holden and distributed. There is a natural influence be- 
longing to property, t^hether it exists in many hands or few ; and it is on th^ 
right of property that both despotism and unrestrained popular violence or- 
dinarily commence their attacks. Our ancestors began their system of gov- 
ernment here under a condition of comparative equjJity in regard to wealth, 
and their early laws were of a nature to favor and continue this equahty. 

A republican form of government rests not more on political constitutions^ 
than on those laws which regulate the descent and transmission of property. 
Governments hke ours could not have been maintained, where property was 
holden according to the principles of the feudal system ; nor, on the other 
hand, could the feudal constitution possibly exist with us. Our New England 
ancestors brought hither no great capitab ftom Europe; and if they had, 
there was nothmg productive in which they could have been invested. They 
left behind them the whole feudal policy of the other continent They broke 
away at once from the system of military service established in the Dark 
Ages, and which continues, down even to the present time, more or less to 
affect the condition of property all over Europe. They came to a new country. 
There were, as yet, no lands yielding rent, and no tenants rendering service. 
The whole soil was unreclaimed from barbarism. They were themselves^ 
either from their original condition, or from the necessity of their conmaon in- 
terest, nearly on a general level in respect to property. Their situation de- 
manded a paroelling out and division of the lands, and it may be fairly said 
that this necessary act fixed the future frame ar^form of their gavernmenL 
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The character of their political institutioiis was determined by the fundamen- 
tal laws respecting property. The laws of primogeniture, at first limited and 
curtailed, was. afterwards abolished. The property was all freehold. The en- 
tailment of estates, long trusts, and the other processes for fettering and tying 
up inheritances, were not applicable to the condition of society, and seldom 
made use of. On the contrary, alienation of the land was every way facilita- 
ted, even to the subjecting of it to every species of debt The establishment 
of public registries, and the simplicity of our forms of conveyance, have 
greatly facilitated the change of real estate from one proprietor to another. 
The consequence of all these causes has been, a great subdivision of the soil, 
and a great equality of condition; the true basis, most certainly, of a popular 
government " K the people," says Harrington, " hold three parts in four of 
the territory, it is plain there can neither be any single person nor nobility 
able to dispute the government with them; in this case, therefore, excejpt 
force be interposed, they govern themselves." 

The history of other nations may teach us how favorable to public liberty 
are the division of the soil into small freeholds, and a system of laws, of 
which the tendency is, without violence or injustice, to produce and to pre- 
serve a degree of equality of property. It has been estimated, if I mi^ake 
not^ that about the time of Henry the Seventh four-fifths of the land ip 
England was holden by the great barons and ecclesiastics. The efiects of a 
growing commerce soon afterwards began to break in on this state of things^ 
and before the Revolution, in 1688, a vast change had been wrought It 
may be thought probable that, for the last half century, the process of sub- 
division in England has been retarded, if. not reversed ; that the great weight 
of taxation has compelled many of tie lesser freeholders to dispose of their 
estates, and to seek employment in the army and navy, in the professions of 
civil life, in commerce, or in the colonies. The efiect of this on the British 
constitution cannot but be most unfavorable. A few large estates grow larger; 
but the number of those who have no estates also increases; and there may 
be danger, lest the inequality of property become so great, that those who 
possess it may be dispossessed by force; in other words, that the government 
may be overturned. 

A most interesting experiment of the efi*ect of a subdivision of property on 
government is now making in France. It is understood, that the law regu- 
kting the transmission of property in that country, now divides it, real and 
personal, among all the children equally, both sons and daughters; and that 
there is, also, a very great restraint on the power of making dispositions of 
property by will. It has been supposed, that the efiects of this might proba- 
bly be, in time, to break up the soil into such small subdivisions, that the pro- 
prietors would be too poor to resist the encroachments of executive power. I 
think far otherwise. What is lost in individual wealth will be more than 
gained in numbers, in intelligence, and in a sympathy of sentiment If, in- 
deed, only on# or a few landholders were to resist the crown, like the barons 
of England, they must, of course, be great and powerful landholders, with 
multitudes of retainers, to promise success. But if the pi-oprietors of a given 
extent of territory are summoned to resistance, there is no reason to believe 
that such resistance would be less forcible, or less successful, because the num- 
ber of such proprietors happened to be great Each would perceive his own 
importance, and his own interest, and would feel that natural elevation of 
character which the consciousness of property inspires. A common senti- 
ment would unite all, and numbers would not only add strength, but ezcito 
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enthusiasm. It is true, that France possesses a vast military force, under the 
direction of an heriditary executive government; andmiKtary power, it is pos- 
sible, may overthrow any government It is in vain, however, in this period 
of the world, to look for security against military power to ther arm of the 
great landholders. That notion is derived from a state of things long since 
past ; a state in which a feudal baron, with his retainers, might stand against 
the sovereign and his retainers, himself but the greatest baron. But at pres- 
ent, what could the richest landholder do, against one raiment of disciplined 
troops ? Other securities, therefore, against the prevalence of military power 
must be provided. Happily for us, we are not so situated as that any purpose 
of national defence requires, ordinarily and constantly, such a militaiy force as 
might seriously endanger our libeilies. 

In respect, however, to the recent law of succession in France, to which I 
have alluded, I would, presumptiously perhaps, hazard a conjecture, that) if 
the government do not change the law, the law in half a century will change 
the government; and that &s change will be, not in favor of the power of 
the crown, as some European writers have supposed, but against it. Those 
writers only i-eason upon what they think correct general principles, in relation 
to this subject They acknowledge a want of experience. Here we have had 
that experience ; and we know mat a multitude of small proprietors, acting 
with intelligence, and that enthusiasm which a common cause inspires, con- 
stitute not only a formidable, but an invincible power. 

The true principle of a free and popular government Tvould seem to be, so 
to construct it as to give to all, or at least to a. very great majority, an interest 
in its preservation ; to found it, as other things are founded, on men^s interest 
The stability of government demands that those who desire its continuance 
should be more powerful than those who desire its dissolution. This power, 
of course, is not always to be measured by mere numbers. Education, wealth, 
talents, are all parts and elements of the general aggregate of power; but 
numbera, nevertheless, constitute ordinarily the most important consideration^ 
unless, indeed, there be a military force in the hands of Uie few, by which they 
can control the many. In this country we have actually existing systems of 
government, in the maintenance of which, it should seem, a great majority, 
both in numbers and in other means of power and influence, must see their 
interest But this state of things is not brought about solely by writtten po- 
litical constitutions, or the mere manner of organizing the government; but 
also by the laws which regulate the descent and transmission of property. 
The freest government, if it could exist) would not be long acceptable, if the 
tendency of the laws were to create a rapid accumulation of property in few 
hands, and to render the great mass of the population dependent and penni- 
less. In such a case, the popular power would be likely to break in upon the 
rights of property, or else the influence of property to limit and control the 
exercise of popular power. Universal suffrage, for example, could not long 
exist in a conmnunity where there was ^reat inequality of property. The 
holders of estates would be obliged, in su<^ ease, in some way to restrain the 
right of suffrage, or else such right of suffrage would, before long, divide the 
property. In the nature of things, those who have not property, and see their 
neighbors possess much more than they think them to need, cannot be £sivorar 
ble to laws made for the protection of property. When this dasa becomes 
numerous, it grows clamorous. It looks on property as its prey and plunder, 
and is natur^y ready, at all times, for violence and revolution. 

It would seem, then, to be the part of political wisdom to found government 
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m property; and to establish sacb distribution of property, by the laws wbiA 
regulate its transmission and alienation, as to interest the ^reat majority of so- 
ciety in the support of the government This i^ I imagme, the true tbec^ 
and the aotuiQ practice of our republican institutions. With property divided 
as we have it, no other government than that of a repuUic could be maintained 
even were we foolish enough to desire it There is reason, therefore, to ex- 
pect a long continuance of our i^stem. Party and passion, doubtless, may 
prevail at times, and much temporary miscluef be done. Even modes and 
forms may be changed, and perhaps for the worse. But a great revolution in 
r^ard to property must take place, before our governments can be moved 
from their republican basis, unless they be violently struck off by militaiy 
power. The people possess the property, more emphatically than it could 
ever be said of tne people of any other country, and they can have no 
interest to overturn a government which protects that property by equal 
laws. 

Let it not be supposed, that this state of things possesses too strong ten- 
dencies towards the production of a dead and uninteresting level in society. 
Such tendencies are sufficiently counteracted by the infinite diversities in the 
characters and fortunes of individuals. Talent, activity, industry, and en- 
terprise tend at all times to produce inequality and distinction; and there is 
room still for the accumulation of wealth, with its great advantj^es, to all rea- 
sonable and useful extent It has been often urged against the state of socie- 
ty in America, that it furnishes no class of fortune and leisure. This may be 
partly true, but it is not entirely so, and the evil, if it be one, would sSed 
rather the progress of taste and literature, than the general pro^rity of the 
people. But the promotion of taste and literature cannot be pnmaiy objects 
of political institutions; and if they could, it might be doubted whether, in 
the long course of things, as much is not gained by a wide diffusion of gen- 
eral knowledge, as is lost by diminishing the number of those who are enar 
bled by fortune and leisure to devote themselves exclusively to scientific and 
literary pursuits. However this may be, it is to be considered that it is the 
spirit of our system to be equal and general, and if there be particular disad- 
vantages incident to this, they are fer more than counterbalanced by the ben- 
efits which weigh against them. Tlie important concerns of society are gen- 
erally conducted, in all countries, by the men of business and practical abihty ; 
and even in matters of taste and literature, the advantages of mere leisure are 
liable to be overrated. If there exist adequate means of education and a love 
of letters be excited, that love will find a way to the object of its desire, through 
the crowd and pressure of the most busy society. 

Connected with this division of property, and the consequent participation 
of the great mass of people in its possession and enjoyments, is the system of 
representation, which is admirably accommodated to our condition, better un- 
derstood among us, and more £uniliarly and extensively practiced, in the high- 
er and in the lower departments of government, than it has been by any omer 
people. Great facility has been given to this in New England by the early 
division of the country into townships or small districts, in which all concerns 
of local police are regulated, and in which representatives to the l^islature are 
elected. Nothing can exceed the utility of these little bodies. They are so 
many councils or parliaments, in whidi common interests are discussed, and 
useful knowledge acquired and communicated. 

The division of governments into departments, and the division, agmn, of 
ihe l^islative dep^tment into two chambers^ are essential provisions in our 
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Bystem, This last, although not new in itself, yet seems to be new in its , ap- 
plication to governments wholly popular. The Grecian republics, it is plain, 
knew nothing of it; and in Rome, the check apd balance of legislative power, 
such as it was, lay between the people and the senate. Indeed, few things 
are more difficult than to ascertain accurately the true nature and consti-uction 
of the Roman commonwealth. The relative power of the senate and the 
people of the consuls and the tribunes, appears not to have been at all times 
the same, nor at any time accurately defined or strictly observed. Cicero, in- 
deed, describes to us an admirable arrangement of political power, and a bal- 
ance of the constitution, in that beautiful passage, in which he compares the 
democracies of Greece with the Roman commonwealth." " morem precla- 
rum, disciphnamque, quam a majoribns accepimus, si quidem teneremus ! sed 
nescio quo pacto jam de manibus elabitur. Nullam enim illi nostri sapientis- 
simi et sanctissimi viri vim concionis esse voluerunt, quae scisseret plebs, aut 
quae populus juberet; summota conscione, distributis partibus, tributim et 
centuriatim descriptis ordinibus, classibus, setatibus, auditus auctoribus, re mul- 
tos dies promulgata et cognita, juberi vetarique voluerunt. Graecorum autem 
totae respublicae sedentis concionis temeritate administrantur." 

But at what time this wise system existed in this perfection at Rome, no 
proofs remain to show. Her constitution, originally framed for a monarchy, 
never seemed to be adjusted in its several parts after the expulsion of the 
kings. Liberty there was, but it was a disputatious, an uncertain, an ill-se- 
cured liberty. The patrician and plebian oMers, instead of being matched 
and joined, each in its just place and proportion, to sustain the fabric of the 
state, were rather like hostile powers, in perpetual conflict With us, an at- 
tempt has been made, and so far not without success, to divide representation 
into chambers, and, by difference of age, character, qualification, or mode of 
election, to establish salutary checks, in governments altogether elective. 

Having detained you so long with these observations, I must yet advert to 
another most interesting topic, — the Free Schools. In this particular. New 
England may be allowed to claim, I think, a merit of a peculiar character, 
She early adopted, and has constantly m€untained the principle, that it is the 
undoubted right and the bounden duty of government to provide for the in- 
struction of Si youth. That which is elsewhere left to chance or charity, we 
secure by law. For the purpose of public instruction, we hold every man 
subject to taxation in proportion to his proper^, and we look not to the ques- 
tion, whether he himself have, or have not, children to be benefitted by the 
education for which he pays. We regard it as a wise and liberal system of 
poUce, by which property, and life, and the peace of society are secured. We 
seek to prevent in some measure the extension of the pensd code, by inspiring 
a salutary and conservative principle of virtue and of knowledge in an earty 
age. We strive to excite a feeling of respectability, and a sense of character, 
by enlarging the capacity and increasing the sphere of intellectual enjoyment 
By general instruction, we seek, as far possible, to purify the whole moral 
atmosphere ; to keep good sentiments uppermost, and to turn the strong cur- 
rent of feelmg and opinion, as well as the censures of the law and the denun- 
ciations of religion, agamst immorality and crime. We hope for a security 
beyond the law, and above the law, in the prevalence of an enlightened and 
-well-principled raoral sentiment We hope to continue and prolong the time, 
when, in the villages and fkrm-houses of New England, there may be undis- 
turbed sleep within unbarred doors. And knowing that our government rests 
directly on the public will, in order that we may preserve it^ we endeavor to 
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give a safe and proper directi<»i to that public will We do not^ indeed, ex- 
pect all men to be philosophers or statesmen; but we confidently trust, and 
our expectation of the duration of our pystem of government rests on that 
trust, that, hj the diffusion- of general knowledge and good and virtuous sen- 
timents, the political fabric may be secure,' as well against open violence and 
overthrow, as against the slow, but sure, undermining of licentiousness. 

We know tSat, at the present time, an attempt is making in the English 
Parliament to provide by law for the education of the poor, and that a gen- 
tleman of distmguished character (Mr. Brougham) has taken the lead in pre- 
senting a plan to government for carrying that purpose into effect. And yet, 
although the representatives of the three kingdoms Hstened to him with as- 
tonishment as well as delight, we hear no principles with which we ourselves 
have not been familiar from youth ; we see nothing in the plan but an ap- 
proach towards that i^stem which has been establ£hed in New England for 
more than a century and a half. It is said that in England not more than 
one child in fifteen possesses the means of being taught to read and write; 
in Wales, one in twenty ; in France, until lately, when some improvement was 
made, not more than one in thirty-five, Now, it is hardly too strong to say, 
that in New England every child possesses such means. It would be diffi- 
cult to find an instance to tiie contrary, unless where it should be owing to the 
negligence of the parent; and, in truth, the means are actually used and en- 
joyed by nearly every one. A youth of fifteen, of either sex, who cannot 
both read and write, is very seldom to be found. Who can make this com- 
parison, or contemplate this spectacle, without delight and a feeling of just 
pride ? Does any history show property more beneficently applied ? Did any 
government ever subject the property of those who have estates to a burden, 
for a purpose more lavorable to the pooi^ or more useful to the whole com- 
munity ? 

A conviction of importance of public instruction was one of the earliest 
sentiments of our ancestors. No lawgiver of ancient or modem times has ex- 
pressed more just opinions, or adopted wiser measures, than the early records 
of the Colony of Plymouth show to have prevailed here. Assembled on this 
very spot, a hundred and fifty three years ago, the legislature of this Colony 
declared, " Forasmuch as the maintenance of good literature doth much tend 
to the advancement of the weal and flourishing state of societies and repub- 
lics, this Court doth therefore order, that in whatever township in this govern- 
ment, counting of fifty families or upwards, any meet man ^all be obtained 
to teach a grammar school, such township diall allow at least twelve pounds, 
to be raised by rate on all the inhabitants." 

Having provided that all youth shoyld be instructed in the elements of 
learning by the institution of free schools, our ancestors had yet another duty 
to perform. Men were to be educated for the professions and the public 
For this purpose they founded the University, and with incredible zeal and 
perseverance they cherished and supported it, through all trials and discour- 
agements. On the subject of the University, it is not possible for a son of 
New England to think without pleasure, or to speak without emotion. Noth- 
ing confers more honor on the State where it it is established, or more utility 
on the country at large. A respectable university is an establishment which 
must be the work of time. If pecuniary means were not wanting, no new 
institution could possess character and respectability at once. We owe deep 
obligation to our ancestors, who began, almost on die moment of their arrival 
the work of building up the institution. 
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Althougli establifihed in a differeDt government, tlie Colony of Plymouth 
inanifefited warm friendship for Harvard College. At an early period^ its 
government took measures to promote a gent^ral subscription throughout all 
the towns in this Colony, in aid of its sm^ fhnds. Other colleges were sub- 
Bequently founded and endowed, in other places, as the ability of the people 
allowed; and we may flatter ourselves, that the means of education at present 
enjoyed in New Lngland are not only adequate to the difiusion of the Ele- 
ments of knowledge among all classes, but sufficient also for respectable' aV 
tainmente in literature and the sciences. 

Lastly, our ancestors established their system of government on morality 
and rehgious sentiment Moral habits, they believed, cannot safely be trui^ 
on any other foundation than religious principle, nor any government be "se- 
cure which is not supported by moral habits. Living under the heavenW 
li^ht of revelation, they hoped to find all the social dispositions^ all the duties 
which men owe to each other and to society, enforced and performed. Whatr 
ever makes men good Christians, makes them good citizens. Our fatiiera 
came here to enjoy their religion free and unmol^^ ; and, at the end of two 
centuries, there is nothing upon which we can pronounce more confidently, 
nothing of which we can express a more deep and earnest conviction, than of 
the inestimable importance of that religion to man, both in regard to this life 
and that which is to come. 

If the blessings of our political and social condition have not been too 
highly estimated, we cannot well overrate the responsibility and duty which 
they impose upon us. We hold these institutions of government, religion, ^d 
learning, to be transmitted, as well as enjoyed. We are in the line of oon- 
veyance, through which whatever has been obtained by the spirit and efiTortB 
of our ancestors is to be communicated to. our children. 

We are bound to maintain public liberty, and, by the example of our own 
systems, to convince the world that order and law, religion and morality, 'the • 
rights of conscience, the rights of persons, and the rights of property, may aD 
be preserved and secured, in the most perfect manner, by a government en6re- 
ly and purdy elective. If we fail in this, our disaster will be signal, and^yrill 
furnish an argument, stronger than has yet been found, in support of thoee 
opinions which maintain that government can rest safely on nothing but pow- 
er and coercion. As far as experience may show errors in our establishmenti^ 
we are bound to correct them ; and if any practices exist contrary to the prin- 
ciples of justice and humanity within the reach of our laws or our influence^ 
we are inexcusable if we do not exert ourselves to restrain and abolish 
them. 

I deem it my duty on this occasion to suggest, that the land is not jei 
wholly free from the contamination of a traffic, at which every feeling of nu- 
manity must for ever revolt, — I mean the African slave-traaa At th6 mo- 
ment when GKxl in his mercy has blessed the Christian world with a univer- 
sal peace, there is reason to fear, that, to the disgrace of the Christian camd 
and character, new efforts are making for the extension of thi^ traJo by fiub~ 
jects and dtizen^^ of Christian states, in wbose hearts there dwell no benti* 
ments of humanity or of justice, and over whom neither the ftiar of God nor 
the fear of man exerciises a oontroK In the sight of our law, the African 
slave-tnlder is a pirate and a felon ; and in the sight of Heaven, an offender 
fer ber^ond the ordiuaiy depth of human guilt TIjere is no brighter pagf of 
Our histoiy, thap that which t^ordathe meaBur^ which have been ado|^ted 
' ly the govenmiekit at an early day, and at different times since, for the sup- 
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pression of this traffic; and I would call on all the true sons of New Eng- 
Wd to co-operate with the laws of man, and the justice of Heaven. If there 
be, within the extent of our knowledge or influence, any participation in this 
traffic, let us pledge ourselves here, upon the rock of Plymouth, to extirpate 
and destroy it It is not fit that the land of the Pilgrims should bear the 
shame longe/. I hear the sound of the hammer, I see the smoke of the fur- 
naces where manacles and fetters are still forged for human Umbs. I see the 
visages of those who by stealth and at midnight labor in this work of hel), 
ibul and dark, as may become the artificers of such instruments of miseiy 
and torture. Let that spot be purified, or let it cease to be of New England. 
Let it be purified, or let it be set aside from the Christian world; let it be put 
out of the circle of human sympathies and human regards, and let civihzed 
man henceforth have no communion with it 

I would invoke those who fill the seats of justice, and all who minister at 
her altar, that they execute the wholesome and neceasary severity of the law. 
I invoke the ministers of our religion, that they proclaim its deoiunciation of 
these crimes, and add the solemn sanctions to the authority of human laws. 
If the pulpit be silent, whenever, or wherever, there may be a sinner bloody 
with this guilt, within the hearing of its voice, the pulpit is fidse to its trust 
I call on the fair merchant^ who have reaped his luurest upon the seas, that 
he assist in scourging from those seas the worst pirates which ever infested 
them. That ocean, which seems to wave with a gentle magnificence to waft 
the burden of an honest commerce, and to roll along its treasures with a con- 
scious pride; that ocean, which hardy industry regi^ds, even when the winds 
have ruffled its surface, as a field of grateful toil, what is it to be the victim 
of this oppression, when he is brought to its shores, and looks forth upon it, 
for the first time, from beneath chains, and bleeding with stripes ? What is it 
to him, but a wide spread prospect of suffering, anguish and death ? Nor do 
the skies smite longer, nor is the air longer fr^ant to Imn. The sun is cast 
down from heaven. An inhuman and accursed traffic has cut him ofif in his 
manhood, or in his youth, from every enjoyment belonging to his being, and 
every blessing which his Creator intended for him. 

The Christian conomunities send forth their emissaries of religion and let- 
ters, who stop, here and there, along the coast of the vast continent of Africa 
and with painful and tedious efibrts, make some ahnost imperceptible progress 
in the communication of knowledge, and in the general improvement of the 
natives who are immediately about them. Not thus slow and imperceptible 
is the transmission of the vices and bad passions which the subjects of Chris- 
tian stiutes carry to the land. The slave trade having touched the coast, its 
influence and its evils spread, like a pestilence, over the whole continent, mak- 
ing savage wars more savage, and more frequent, and adding new and fierce 
passions to the contests of barbarians. 

I pursue this topic no frirther; except again to say, that all Christendom 
being now blessed with peace, is bound by everything which belongs to its 
character, and to the character of the present age^ to put a stop to this inhu- 
man and disgracefrd traffic. 

We are bound not only to maintain the general principles of public libaty, 

* but u> support also those existing forms of government, which have so wdl 

aecured its enjoyment, and so highly promot^ the public proq)erity. It is 

^ now more than thirty years that these states have been umted under the 

Federal constitution, and whatever fortune may await them hereafter, it is im 

poesible that this period of their history should not be regpEuded » distinguisli- 
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^ by signal prosperity and suocess. They must be sanguine, indeed, wbo 
can hope for benent from change* Whatever divi^ons of the pubhc judg- 
ment may hare existed in relation to particular measures of the government, 
aQ must agree, one should think, in the opinion, that in its general course it 
has been eminently productive of pubhc happiness. Its most ardent friends 
oould not well have hoped from it more than it has accomphshed ; and those 
who disbelieved or doubted ought to feel less concern about predictions, which 
the event has not verified, than pleasure in the good which has been obtained. 
Whoever shall hereafter write this part of our history, although he may see 
occasional errors or defects^ will be able to record no great failure in the ends 
and objects of government 8till less will he be able to record any series of 
lawless and despotic acts, or any successfrd usurpation. His page will contain 
no exhibition of provinces depopulated, of civil authority habitually trampled 
down by mihtary power, or or a community crushed by the burden of taxa- 
tion. He will speak, rather, of public hberty protected, and public happiness 
advanced; of increased revenue, and population augmented beyond all, ex- 
ample; of the growth of commerce, manufactures, and the arts; and of that 
happy condition, in which the restraint and coercion of government are al- 
most invisible and imperceptible, and its influence felt only in the benefits 
which it confers. We can entertain no better vnsh for our country than that 
this government may be preserved; nor have a clearer duty than to mamtain 
and support it in the frill exercise of all its just constitutional powers. 

The cause of science and literature also imposes upon us an important and 
delicate trust The wealth and population of the country are now so far ad- 
vanced, as to authorize the expectation of a correct literature, and a well formed 
taste, as well as respectable progress in the abstruse sciences. The country has 
risen from a state of colonial dependency ; it has established an independent 
government, and is now in the undisturbed enjoyment of peace and pohtical 
security. The elements of knowledge are universally difiused, and the read- 
ing portion of the community large. Let us hope that the present may be 
an auspicious era ci Hterature. I^ almost on the day of their landing, our 
ancestors founded schools and endowed colleges, what obligati<»is do not rest 
upon us,Uving under circumstances so much more favorable both for providing 
and for using the means of education ? Literature becomes fr«e institutions. 
It is the graceful ornament of civil hberty, and a happy restraint on the asperi- 
ties, which political controversy sometimes occasions. Just taste is not only an 
embeUishment of society, but it rises almost to the rank of the virtues, and 
diffuses positive good throughout the whole extent of its influence. There is 
a connexion between right feeling and right principles, and truth in taste is 
aUied with truth in morahty. With nothing in our past history to discourage 
us, and with something in our present condition and prospects to animate us, 
let us hope, that as it is our fortune to live in an age when we may behold a 
wonderful advancement of the country in all its other great interests, we may 
see also equal progress and success attend the cause of letters. 

Finally, let us not forget the religious character of our origin. Our frdien 
were brought hither by meir high veneration for the Christian religion. They 
journeyed by the lights and lalx>red in its hope. They sought to incorporate 
its principles with Sie elements of their society, and to diffiise its influence 
through all their institutions, civil, pohtical, or hterary. Let us cherish these 
sentiments, and extend this influence still more widely; in the frill conviction, 
that that is the happiest society, which partakes in the highest degree of the 
mild and peMeabk spirit of Christianity. 
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TheliourBof tids day arorapidli^flyiijgyaBdtliisiKscasioD will so^ 

,i ^ l^eitiher we nor our diildren can expect to behold its return. They are 

.' k the distant regions of futurity, they exist (mly in the all-<2reating power of 

^ Qod, who shall stand here, a hundred years henoe, to tracer through U8» their 

i descent from the Pilgrims, and to survey, as we have now surveyed, the pro- 

^ gress of their country, during the lapse of a century. We i^ould anticipate 

i Sieir concurrence with us in our sentiments of deep regard for our common 

< ancestors. . We would anticipate and partake the pleasure with which they 

will then recount the steps of Kew England's advancement. On the mpm- 

ing of that day, although it will not disturb us in our repose, the voice of ac- 

damation and gratitude, commencing on the. Bock of Plymouth, shall be 

( transmitted through millions of the sons of the Pi^rims, till it lose itself in 

t the murmurs of the Pacific seas. 

We would leave for the consideration of those who shall then occupy our 

f' pkoes some proof that we hold the Uessings tomsaiitted from our fatb^:^ in 

. just estimation; some proof of our attachment to the cause of good govem- 

• ment, and of civil and religious liberty ; some pvoof of a sincere and ardent 

' desire to promote everything which may enlarge the understandings and im- 

' prove the hearts of men. And when from the long distance of m hundred 

>■• years, they shall lo<^ back upon us, they diall know, at least, that we possess- 

; ed affections^ which running backward, and warming with gratitude for what 

our ancestors have done for our happiness^ run forward also to our posterity, 

I., and meet th^n with oordial salutation, ere yet they have airived cm the shore 

of being. 

Advance^ then, ye future generatioDs! We would hail yoUf as you rise in 

^ your long succession, to fill the places which we now fill, and to taste the bless- 

mgs of existence, where we are passing, and soon shall have passed, our own 

himian duration. We bid you welcome to tUs pleasant land of the fathers 

i We bid you welcome to the healthful skies and the verdsmt fields of Kew 

England. We greet your accession to the great inheritanoe which we huve 

i enjoyed. We welcome you to the blessings of good government, and relig^us 

y liberty. We wekome yon to the treasures ^ sdence, and the delighta of 

I* feaming. We welcome you to the transcendent sweets of donstestic life, tOjthe 

. happiness of kindred, and parents, and children. We welcome you to ithe 

-i hnmeasttrable blessings of rational existenoe^ the immortal hope of Obristiaoity 

(•^> n&d the hght of everlasting tmth I 



THE BDNKER HILL MONUMENT. 



DBLTTEBSD AT THK OOBITKB 8T0NE OF BUKEEB HILL HOXT*^ 
UHENT, JUNE 17, 1825. 



Thk uneounted multitade before me and around me proves the feeUw 1 
wUdi the cause hM excited. These thousands of human fsioes, glowing wim * 
sympe^j and joy, and from the impulses of a common gratitude tum^ re^ '^ 
erently to heaven in this spacious temple of the firmament, proclaim that the > 
day, did place, and the purpose of our assembling have made a de^ impres- 
sion on cur hearte. 

I^ indeed, there be any thing in local association fit to affect the mind of 
man, we need not strive to repress th^ emotions which agitate us here. We ^ 
are among the sepulchres of our fathers. We are on ground, distinguished by ' f 
tlieir valor, their constancy, and the ishedding of their blood. We are her^ S 
not to fix ah uncertain date in our annak, nor so draw into notice an obscure ' 
and unknown spot If our humble purpose had never been conceived, if we* * 
ouoradves had never been bom, the l7di of June, 1776, would have been a *^ 
day on whidi all subsequent histoiy would have poured its light, and the emh- 
nence where we stand a point of attractu>n to the eyes of successive genera-^ ' 
tions. But we are Americans. We live in what may be called the early age 
of this great continent; and we know that our posterity, through all time, are 
here to enjoy and suffer the allotments of humanity. We see before us a >- 
prebabte train 6f great eivetts ; we kn6w that our own foitunes have been hap- 
pily cast; and it is natural; therefore, that we should be. moved by the con- - 
templation of occurrences which have guided our destiny before many of us < 
were bom, and settled the condition in which we should pass that portion of > 
our existence which God aUows to men on earth. 

We do not read even of the discovery of this continent, without feeling t 
something of a personal interest in the event; without being reminded how ' 
much it has affected our 6wn fortunes and our existence. It would be stiU 
more unnatural for us, therefore, than for others, to contemplate with unaffeo* ' 
ted minds that interesting, I may toy that most touching; and pathetic scene > 
when the great discoverer of America stood on the deck of his shattered 
bark, the shades of night foiling on the sea, yet no man sleeping; tossed on - 
the billows' of an unknown ocean, yet the stronger billows of alternate hope ^ 
and despair tossing his own troubled thoughts; extendii^ forward his har- 
assed frame, straihing westward his anxious and eager eyes^ till Heaven at last 
grahted him a moment of' hipture and ecstacy, in bkanng his vision with the 
sij^ of die miknown World. 
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Nearer to our times, more doeely ocmnected with our fetes, and ther^<»ne 
still more if^teresting to our feelings and affections, is the settlement of our 
own country by colonists from England. We cherish eveiy memorial of these 
worthy ancestors; we celebrate their patience and fortitude; we admire thdr 
daring enterprise; we teach our children to venerate their piety; and we are 
justly proud of being descended from men who have set the world an exam- 
ple of founding civil institutions on the great and united principles of human 
freedom and human knowledge. To us, their children, the story of their hi- 
bors and sufferings can never be without its intevest We dudl not stand tu^ 
moved on the shore of Plymouth, while the sea continues to wash it; nor wifi 
our brethren in another early and ancient Colony forget the place of it» finl 
establishment, till their river shall cease to flow by it No vigor of youth, no 
maturity of manhood, will lead the natl(m to forget the spots where its infrm- 
cy was cradled and defended. 

But the great event in tne history of the continent, which we are now met 
here to commemorate, that prodigy of modem times, at once the wonder and 
the blessing of the world, is the American Revolution. In a day of extraor- 
dinary proq)erity and happiness^ of high national h<»ior, distinction, and pow- 
er, we are brought together, in this place, by our love of coun^, by our ad- 
miration of exalted character, by our gratitude for signal services and pafari- 
otic devotion. 

The Society whose organ I am was formed for the purpose of rearing some 
honorable and durable monument to the memory of the early fri^ds of Am- 
erican Independence. They have thought, that for this object no time could 
be more propitious than the present prosperous and peaceful period; that no 
place could claim preference over this memorable spot; and that no day could 
be more auspicious to the undertaking, than the anniversary of the battle 
which was here fought The foundation of that monument we have now 
laid. With solemnities suited to the occasion, with p*ayers to Almighty God 
for his blessing, and in the midst of this cloud of witnesses^ we have b^un 
the work. We trust it wiU be prosecuted, and that, springii^ from a broad 
foundation, rising high in massive solidity and unadorned grandeur, it may 
remain as long as Heaven permits the work of man to last, a fit emblem, both 
of the events in memory of which it is raised, and of the gratitude of those 
who have reared it 

We know, indeed, that the record of illustrious actions is most safely dqx>- 
sited in the universal remembrance of mankind. We know, that if we could 
cause this structure to ascend, not only till it reached the dues, but till it 
pierced them, its broad surfaces could stiU contain but part of that which, in 
an age of knowledge, hath already been spread over the earth, and which his- 
tory charges itself with making known to all future times. We know that 
no inscription oa entablatures less broad than the earth itself can cany infor* 
nuition of the events we commemorate where it had not ahready gone; and 
that no structure, which shall not outlive the duration of letters and knowl- 
edge among men, can prolong the memorial But our object is, by this edi- 
fice, to show our own deep sense of the value and importance of the achieve- 
ments of our ancestors; and, by presaiting this woik of gratitude to the eje, 
to keep alive similar sentiments, imd to foster a constant regard for the prind- 
ples of the Bevoluticm. Human beings are composed, not of reason only, but 
of imagination also, and sentiment; and that Ib neither wasted nor misappMed 
which 18 appropriated to the purpose ci giving right direction to sratim^itB^ 
and opening proper springs of feeling in the heart. Let it not be supposed 
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ihal our object is to perpetuate national hostility, or even to cherish a mere 
militaiy spirit It is higher, purer, nobler. We consecrate our work to the 
spirit of national independence, and we wish that the light of peace may rest 
upon it for ever. We rear a memorial of our conviction of that unmeasured 
benefit which has been conferred on our own land, and of the happy influen- 
ces which have been produced, by the same events, on the general interests 
of mankind. We come, as Americans, to mark a spot which must forever 
be dear to us and our posterity. We wish that whosoever, in all coming 
time, shall turn his eye hither, may behold that the place is not undistin- 
guished where the first great battle of the Revolution was fought We wish 
that this structure may proclaim the magnitude and importance of that event 
to every class and every age. We wish that infancy may learn the purpose 
of its erection from maternal lips, and that weaiy and withered age may be- 
hold it, and be solaced by the recollections which it suggests. We wish that 
labor may look up here, and be proud, in the midst of its toil. We wish that 
in those days of disaster, which, as they come upon all nations, must be ex- 
pected to come upon us also, despondiug patriotism may turn its eyes hither- 
ward, and be assured that the foundations of our national power are still strong. 
We wish that this column, rising toward heaven among the pointed spires of 
80 many temples dedicated to God, may contribute also to produce, in all 
minds, a pious feeling of dependence and gratitude. We wish, finally, that 
the last object to the sight of him who leaves his native shore, and the first 
to gladden his who revisits it, may be something which shall remind him of 
the liberty and the glory of his country. Let it rise I let it rise^ tiU it meet 
the sun in his coming; let the earUest hght of the morning gild it, and part- 
ing day linger and play on its summit 

We live m a most extraordinary age. Events so various and so important 
that thev might crowd and distinguiwi centuries, are, in our times, compressed 
within the compass of a single Ufe. When has it happened that history has 
had so much to record, in the same term of years, as since the l7th of June, 
1V75 ? Our own Revolution, which, under other circumstances, might itself 
have been expected to occasion a war of half a century, has been achieved; 
twenty-four sovereign and independent States erected; and a general govern- 
ment established over them, so safe, so wise, so free, so practical, that we might 
well wonder its establishment should have been accomplished so soon, were it 
not far greater the wonder that it should have been established at alL Two 
or three millions of people have been augmented to twelve, the great forests 
of the West prostrated beneath the arm of successful industry, and the dwel- 
lers on the banks of the Ohio and the Mississippi become the fellow-citizens 
and neighbors of those who cultivate the hills of New England. We have 
a commerce, that leaves no sea unexplored ; navies, which take no law from 
superior force; revenues, adequate to all the exigencies of government, almost 
without taxation; and peace with all nations, founded on equal rights and 
mutual respect 

Europe, within the same period has been agitated by a mighty revolution, 
which, while it has been felt m the individual condition and happiness of al- 
most every man, has shaken to the centre her pohtical fabric, and dashed 
against one another, thrones which had stood tranquil for ages. On this, our 
eontment, our own example has been followed, and colonies have sprung up 
to be natbns. Unaccustomed sounds of hherty and free government have 
reached us from beyond the track of the sun ; and at this moment the domin- 
ion of European power in this continent^ from the place where we stand t» 
the south pole, is annihilated for ever. 
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In tlie mean time, botli in Eui;ope and America, such has l^n the general 1 
progress of knowleilge, such the improvement in legislation, m commerce, in I 
the arts, in letters, ai^id, above all, in liberal ideas and the general spirit of the 
age, that the whole world seems changed. 

Yet, notwithstanding that this is but a faint abstract of the thin^ which. \ 
have happened since the day of the battle of Bunker Hill, we are but fifty 
years removed from it; and we now stand here to enjoy all the blessings of 
our own condition, and to look abroad on the brightened prospects of the 
woifld, while we still have among us some of those who were active agents in 
the scenes of 1775, and who are now here, from every quarter of New Eng- 
land, to visit once more, and under circumstances so affecting, I had almost . 
said so overwhelming, this renowned theatre of their courage and patri- 
otism. 

Vbnbrabwb mbnI you have come down to us from ,a former generation. 
Heaven has bounteously lengthened out your lives, tlu^t you might behold this * 
joyous day. You are liow where you stood fifty year^ ago, this very hour, ' 
with your brothers and jour neighbors, shoulder to shoulder, in the strife for 
your country. Behold how altered ! The same heavens are indeed over your 
heads; the same ocean rplls at your feet; but all else how changed! Yon 
heiar now no ro^ of hostile cannon, you see no mixed volumes of smoke and 
flame rising from burning Charlestown. The ground strewed with the dead * 
an^ the dying; the impetuous charge; the steady and successful repulse; the , 
loud call to repeated assault; the summoning of all that is manly to repeated ] 
res^istance; a thousand bosoms freely and fearlessly bared in an instant to. 
whatever of terror there may be in war and death;-:- all these vou have wit- [ 
nessed, but you witness them no more. All is peace. The heights of yon- ' 
der metropolis, its towers and roofs, which you tlien saw filled with wives and 
children and countrymen in distress and terror, and looking with unutterable . 
emotions for the issue of the combat, have presented you to-day with the sight 
of ^ its whole happy population, come out to welcome and greet you with a^ 
universal jubilee. Yonder proud ships, by a felicity of position ^appropriate- ' 
ly lying at the foot of thiis mount, and seeming fondly to cling around it, are , 
not means of annoyance to you, but your country's Qwn means of distinction ' 
and defence. All i^ peace; and God has granted you this sight of your.' 
country's. happiness, ere you slumber in the grave. He has all9wed you to 
behold and to partake the reward of your patriotic toils; and he has allowed^ 
us, your sons and countrymen, to meet you here, and in the pame of the pres- ^ 
ent generation, in the name of your country, in the name of liberty, to 
thank you! , 

But, alas I you are not all here ! Time and the sword have thipned your . 
ranks. Prescott, Putnam, Stark, Bi-ooks, Read, Pomeroy, Bridge ! our eyes ' 
seek for j^ou in vain amid this broken band. You are gaflieredlo your fath- . 
ers, and live only to your country in her grateful remembrance and your own 
bright example* But let us. not too much grieve, that yo]u haye met the com- 
m9n fate of men. You lived at least long enough to know that your work , 
h^ been nobly and spccessfully accomplished. You lived to see your coun- 
try's indq)endence established, and to sheathe your swords froi!n war. On the 
light of Liberty you saw iarise the light of Peace, Eke 

''another morn, 
Bisen <m mid-noon.** 

and the sky On which you closed your eyes was doudleaEk 
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But ^! Him! the fin^ great martyr in t!iis great causel HimI tibe pre- 
mature victim of his own sdf-devoting heart! Him! the head of our cinl 
councils, and the destined leader of our riiilitary bands, whom nothing brought 
hither but the unquenchable fire of his own spu-it I Him ! cut off by Provi- 
dence in the hour of overwhelming an^dety and thick gloom; foiling ere Ira 
saw the star of his country rise; pouring out his generous blood, like water,' 
before he knew whether it would fertilize aland of freedom at Of bondage I — 
how shall I struggle with the emotions that stifle the utterance of thy name! 
Our poor work may perish ; but thme shall endure ! This monument may 
moulder away ; the solid ground it rests upon, may sink down to a level with 
the sea; but thy memory shall not fail! Wheresoever among men a heart 
shairbe found that beats to the transport of patriotisin and h^rty, its aspira- 
tions shall be to claim kindred with thy spirit! 

But the scene amidst \^hich we stand does not permit tis to confine our 
thoughts or our sympathies to those fearless spirits who hazarded or.loe. their 
lives on this consecrated spoi We have the happiiiess to rejoice here itf the 
presence of a most worthy representation of the survivors of the whole Revo- 
lutionary army. 

Veterans ! you are the remnant of many a wen-foug-ht field. You bring 
with you marks of honor from Trenton and Monmouth, ftom Yorktown, 
Camden, Bennington, and Saratoga. Veterans of half a century ! when 
in your youthful days you put everything at hazard in your country's cause, 
good as that cause was, and sanguine ias youth is, still your fondest hopes did 
not stretch onward to an hour like this I At a period to ^hich you could not 
reasonably have expected to arrive, at a moment of national prosperity such 
as you could never have foreseen, you are now met here to enjoy the fellow- 
ship of old soldiers, and to receive the overflowing of a universal grati- 
tude. ^ ' ^ ^ 

But your agitated countenances and your heaving breasts inform me that 
even this is not an unmixed joy. I perceive that a tumult of contending 
feelings rushed upon you. The images of the dead, as well as the persons of 
the livingi present themselves before you. The scene overwhelms you, and I 
turn from it May the Father of all mercies smile upon your declining years, 
and bless them! And when you shall here have exchanged yoCir embraces, 
when you shall once more have pressed the hands which have been so often' 
extended to give succor in adversity, or grasped in the exultation of victory, 
then look abroad up6n this lovely land which your young valor defended, and ' 
mark the happiness with which it is filled; yea, look abi^oad upon the whole 
earth, and see what a name you have contributed to give to your country, and 
what a praise you have added to freedom, and then rejoice in the sympathy 
and gratitude which beam upon your last days from the improved condition 
of mankind! 

The occasion does not require of me any particular account of the battle 
of the I7th of June, 1775, nor any detailed narrative of the events which 
immediately preceded it These are femiliiarly known to all. In the pro- 
gress of the great and interesting oontrovers}^, MaBsachusetts and the town of 
Boston had become early and marked ol^ects of the displeasure of the British 
Parliament This had been manifested m the act fi>r altering the government 
of the Province, and in that for shutting up the port of Boston. I^othii^ 
sheds more honor on our eariy history, and nothing better shows how litfle ' 
the feelings and sentiments of the Cok>nies were kno^n or regao^ed in Eng- 
land, than the impression which these measures everywhei^ produoeid in Amer* 
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ktL It had been antiGipated, that whHe the Colonies in general would be 
terrified by the severity of the punishment inflicted on Massachusetts, the oth- 
er seaports would be governed by a mere spirit of gain; and that, as Boston 
was now cut off from all commerce, the unexpected advantage which this 
blow on her was calculated to confer on other towns would be greedily enjoy- 
ed. How miserably such reasoners deceived themselves ! How httle they 
knew of the depth, and the strength, and the intenseness of that feeling of resis- 
tance to iU^al acts of power, which possessed the whple American people! 
Everywhere the unworthy boon was rejected with scorn. The fortunate occa- 
sion was seized, everywhere, to show to the whole world that the Colonies 
were swayed by no local interest^ no partial interest, no selfish interest Ihe 
the temptation to profit by the punishment of Boston was strongest to our 
neighbors of Salem. Yet Salem was precisely the place where this misera- 
ble proffer was spumed, in a tone of the most lofty self-respect and the most 
ind^nant patriotism. ^ We are deeply afiiected,'' said its mhabitants, ^ with 
the sense of our public calamities; but the miseries that are now rapidly has- 
tening on our brethren in the capital of the Province greatly excite our com- 
miseration. By shutting up the port of Boston, some imagine that the course 
of trade might be turned hither and to our benefit; but we must be dead to 
every idea of justice, lost to all feelings of humanity, could we indulge a 
thought to sdze on wealth and raise our fortunes on the ruin of our sufiering 
neighbors." These noble sentii^ents were not confined to our immediate vi- 
cinity. In that day of general affection and brotherhood, the blow given to 
Boston smote on every patriotic heart from one end of the country to the 
other. Virginia and the Carolinas, as weU as Connecticut and New Hamp- 
shire, felt and proclaimed the cause to be their own. The Continental Con- 
gress, then holding its first session in Philadelphia, expressed its sympathy for 
me suffering inhabitants of Boston, and addresses were received from all quar- 
ters, assuring them that the cause was a common one^ and should be met by 
common efibrts and common sacrifices. The Congress of Massachusetts res- 
ponded to these assurances; and in an address to the Congress at Philadel- 
phia, bearing the c^Scial signature, perhaps among the las^ of the immortal 
Warren, notwithstanding the severity of its sufiering and the magnitude of 
the dangers which threatened it, it was declared, that this Colony ^ is ready, 
at all times, to spend and be spent in the cause of America." 

But the hour drew nigh wnich was to put professions to the proo( and to 
determine whether the authors of these mutual pledges were ready to seal 
them in blood. The tidings of Lexington and Concord had no sooner spread, 
than it was universally felt that the time was at last come for action. A spirit 
pervaded all ranks^ not transient^ not boisterous^ but deep, solemn, deter- 
mined, 

** totamque infusa per artos 
I Mens agitat molem, et magno se corpore miscet" 

War, on their own soil and at their own doors^ was, indeed, a strange work to 
the yeomanry of New England; but their consciences were convinced of ito 
necessity, their country oSled them to it^ and they did not withhold them- 
selves from the perilous trial The ordinary occup^ons of life were aband- 
oned; the plough was staid in the unfini^ed frurow; wives gave up their 
husbmids, and mothers gave up their sons, to the battles of a civu war. Death 
miffht come, in honor, on the field; it might come^ in disgrace, on the scaf- 
iM. For either and for botii they w«reprq>a]:ed. The sentiment of Quinoy 
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was full in their hearts. <^ Blandishments," said that distinguished son of 
genius and patriotism, ** will not fascinate us, nor will threats of a halter in« 
timidate; for, under God, we are determined that, wheresoever, whatsoever, or 
howsoever we shall be called to make our exit, we will die free men." 

The I7th of June saw the four New England Colonies standing here, side 
by side, to triumph or to fall together; and there was with them fi'om that 
moment to the end of the war, what I hope will remain with them for ever, 
one cause, one country, one heart 

The battle of Bunker Hill was attended with the most important effects 
beyond its immediate results as a military engagement It created at once a 
state of oi)en, public war. There could now be no longer a questicMi of pro- 
ceeding against individuals, as guilty of treason or rebellion. That fearful 
crisis was past The appeal lay to the sword, and the only question was, 
whether the spirit and the resources of the people would hold out, till the ob- 
ject should be accomplished. Nor were its general consequences conjGjied to 
our own country. The previous proceedings of the Colonies, their appeals, 
resolutions, and addi-esses, had made their cause known in Europe. Without 
boasting, we may say, that in no age or country has the public cause been 
maintained with more force of argument, more power of illustration, or more 
of that i)ersuasion which excited feeling and elevated principle ca^ alone bes- 
tow, than the Revolutionary state papers exhibit These papers will for ever 
deserve to be studied, not only for the spirit which they breathe, but for the 
ability with which they were written* 

To this able vindication of their cause, the Colonies had now added a 
practical and severe proof of their own true devotion to it, and given evidence 
also of the power which they could bring to its support All now saw, that 
if America fell, she would not fall without a struggle. Men felt sympathy 
and regard, as well as surprise, when they beheld mese infant states, remote, . 
unknown, unaided, encounter the power of England, and in the first conside- 
rable battle, leave more of their enemies dead on the field, in proportion to 
the number ^f combatants, than had been recently known to fall in the wars 
of Europe. 

Information of these events, circulating throughout the world, at length 
reached the ears of one who now hears me. He has not forgotton the emo- 
tion which the fame of Bunker Hill, and the name of Warren, excited in his 
youthful breast 

Sir, we are assembled to commemorate the establishment of great publio 
principles of liberty, and to do honor to the distinguished dea4. The occa- 
sion is too severe for eulogy of the living. But, Sir, your interesting aelation 
to this country, the peculiar circumstances which surround you and surround 
us, call on me to express the happiness which we derive fix>m your presdhoe 
and aid in this solemn commemoration. 

Fortunate, forttmate man ! with what measure of devotion will y^u not 
thank God for the circumstances of your extraordinary life? You are con- 
nected with both henuspheres and with two generations. Heaven saw fit to 
ordain, that the electric spark oi liberty should be cohducted, through you, 
from the New Worid to the Old; and we, who are now here to perform this 
duty of patriotism, have all of us long ago received it in charge from our 
fathers to cherish your name and your virtues. You will account it an in- 
stance of your good fortune. Sir, that you crossed the seas to visit us at a time 
which enables you to be present at this solemnity. You now behold the field, 
the renown of which reached you in the heart of France, and caused a thiiU 
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in yovLt fOrdent bosom. Tou see the Hnei^ of the little redouH thrown up bT 
the incredible diligence of Prescott; defended, to die last extremity, by his 
lioft-hearted valoi-; and within which the corner-stone of our monument has 
now taken its position. Yon see where Warren fell, and where Parker, Gard- 
ner, McCl^ry, Moore, and other early patriots, fell with him. Those who 
survived that day, and whose lives have been prelonged to the present hour, 
are now around you. Some of them you have known in the trying scenes 
of the war. Behold ! they now stretch forth their feeble arms to embrace you. 
Behold I they raise their trembling voices to invoke the blessing of Ood on 
you and yours for ever. 

Sir, you have assisted us in laying the foundation of this structure. You 
haVe heard us rehearse, with our feeble commendation, the names of departed 
patriots. Monuments and eulogy belong to the dead. We give them this 
day to Warren and bis associates. On other occasions they have been given 
to your more immediate companions in arms, to Washington, to Greene, to 
Gates, Uy Sullivan, and to Lincoln. We have become reluctant to grant these^ 
our highest and last hondrs, further. We would gladly hold them yet back 
frotoi the little remnant of that Immortal band. Serus in ccdum redeas. H- 
lustrious as are your merits, yet far, O, very far disttot be the day, when any 
inscription shall bear your name, or any tongue pronounce its eulogy ! 

The leading reflection to Which this occasion seems to invite us, respects the ' 
grtot changes which have happened in the fifty years since the battle of Bun- 
ker Hill was fought And it peculiarly marks the character of the present ' 
ag^ that, in looking at these changes, and in estimating their eflect on our 
condition, we are obliged to consider, hot what has been done in our own 
country only, but in others also. In these interesting times, while naitions are ' 
m^ing separate and individual sidvances in improvement, they make, too, a * 
common progress} like' vessete on a cbmmon tide, propelled by the gales at • 
different rates, according to their several structure and managemeht, but all 
m6ved forward by one mighty current, strong enough to bear onWard what- 
ever do^ not sink beneath it • 

A chief distinction of the present day is a community of opinions and 
knowledge amongst m^n in diffei^nt nations, existing^ in a degree heretofore 
unknown. Knowledge has, in 6ur time, triumphed, and iA triumphing, over 
distance over difftirence of languages, over diversity of ^habits, over prejudice, 
and over bigotry. The civilized and Christian world is fast learning the great 
lefifeon, that difterence of nation does not imply nedessarf hostility, knd that all 
contact need not be war. The whole world is becoming a common field for 
intellect to act in. Eiier^ of mind, genius, powe^, wheresoevei* it exists may 
sp^k out in any tongue, and the woi'ld will hear it A grfeat chord of serti- 
m^nt and 'feeling hms through two contfnents, and vibrates over both.' Every 
breeze wafts intelligence from country to country; every wave rolls it; all give 
it forth, ^nd all iti turn receive it. There is ft vast commerce of icjeas; there 
are marts and €^change» for int^Uedual discoveries, and a wonderful fellow- 
ship of those' individual intelligefafees which make up the mind and opinion 
of the ag^. Mi^d is mh great lever of all things; human thought is the 
process Ijy which huitian etids are ultimately answered; and the diflusion of 
knowledge, so astonishing" in the last half centuiy, has rendered innumemlle 
minds, variduslj^ gifted by nature, competent to be the competitors or fellow- 
workefs on the theatre of intellectual 6peration. 

From these causes important improvemeiits have takei plfUie in the perto*' 
ml con(£ticm of in<^'duals. Generally speakibg, mankind acre not only bet^ 
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t^ i^ imd better clothed^ b«t Hxej ^tre able. also to eojqy more l^rei; they 
possess more refinement and ifloije self-respect 4- superior tone of education, 
m^9ei8, and liAJbits prevails. vThis remarks ^lOfit true J) its application to our 
own country, is al^o partly true i^hen applied, elsewhere. It is proved by the 
vastly augmented consumption of those articles of numufacture and of com- 
merce which contribute to theqomfprlBand the decencies of hfe; an augmen- 
tation which ha^ far outrun the progress of population. And while the un- 
exampled and, almost incredible us^ of machinery would seem to supply the 
place of labor, labor still finds its occupation and its reward ; so wisely has 
Providence adjusted men's wants and desires to their condition and their 
capacity. 

Any adequate survey, however, of the progress made during the last half- 
oentury in the polite and the niechanic arts, in machinery and manufactures, 
in commefc^ and agricultui^e, in letter? and in science wpuld require volumes. 
I must abstain wholly from these subject^ and turn for a moment to the con- 
templation of what has been done on the great question of politics and gov- 
ernment. This is the master topic of the age; and during the whole fifty 
years it has intensely occupied the thoughts qf men. The nature of civil 
government, it^ ends .and uses, have been canvassed and investigated ; ancient 
opinions attacked and defended; new ideas recommended and resisted, by 
whatever power the mind of man could bring tp the controversy. From the 
closet and the public halls the debate has been transf^ed to the field; and 
the world has been shaken by wars of unexampled magnitude, and the great- 
est variety of fortune. A day of peace has at l^gw succeeded; and now 
that the strii^ has subsided, and the smoke cleared away, we may begin to see 
what has actually been done, permanently chaiUging th^ state and condition 
of bumaQ society.. And, without dwelling on particular circumstances, it is 
most appare^ thfit, from the befDre-mentioned causes of {augmented knowledge 
and improved individual cooditicm^ a real, substa^ti^,, and important change 
has taken place, and is taking place, highly favorable, on the whole, to human 
liberty and human happmess. 

The.^re^t wheri of political r^di^tioii began to move in America. Here 
ite rotation was guarded, regular^ and safe. Transferred to the other conti- 
nent^ from unlortunat^ but natural ^m^ it received an irregular and violent 
impulse; it whirled s^long with afe^ul celerity; till at l^)gth» like, the char- 
iot-wheels in the races of anjtiquity, it tooK fire from the rapidity p( its own 
motion, and blazed (mward, spreading ^nfiagration and ^91* around. 

We learn frc»n the r^uk of this experiment, how fortunate was our own 
condition, and how admirably the character of our people was calculatejd.for 
setting the great ex^upple <^ popular governmenti^ The possession of pQwer 
did not turn the heads of the Am^/icai^ people, for they had long b^ in 
the habit of exercising a great, degree of self-control Althc^ugh the para- 
mount authority of the parent ^tate msted over ^hem? jet a hu|^e field of le- 
gislation had always been open to our Colonial assemblies, l^ey were ac- 
customed to reptfiseiitative bodies and thefonns oi fr^ee* government; they 
understood the doctrine of the division of power among £fferent branches^ 
and the necessity of checks on each. The character of our countivmen, 
moreover, waa^obeiv moral and rriigiou^; and there waa Uttle in the change 
to ahocl^ tlieirfeeUngB c^ jni^iiee uid humanity, or^ven to disturb aa ^$p^ 
prejudice. < We bad nodomteibie throne to.ov^rtunv no privileged ordor^ to 
cast dowiiy no.iBM^ent.changoa oCpnoperty to finfiQunt^i In the AjUfflioftn 
, B««rdutioii» no man •fHjght.or.wiafte^focmOTe than tp:defeiid ^and ..enjojr^.his 
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own. None hoped for phinder or for epofl. Bapadty was unknown to it; 
the axe was not among the instrument of its accomplishment; and we all 
know that it could not have Uved a single day under any well-founded impu- 
tation of possessing a tendency adva^e to the Christian religion. 

It need not surprise us, that, under circumstances less auspicious^ political 
revolutions elsewhere, even when well intended, have terminated djfierently. 
It is, indeed, a great achievement; it is the masteivwork of the world, to es- 
tablish governments entirely popular on lasting foundations; nor is it easy, in- 
deed, to introduce the popular principle at all into governments to whn^ it 
has been altogether a stranger. It cannot be doubted, however, that Europe 
has come out of the contest, in which she has been so long engaged, whh 
greatly superior knowledge, and, in many respects, in a highly improved cod- 
ditiiHi. Whatever ben^t has been acquired, is likely to be retained, for it 
consists mainly in the acquisition of more enhghtened ideas. And although 
kingdoms and provinces may be wrested from the hands that hold them, in 
the same manner they were obtained; although ordinary and vulgar power 
may, in human affairs, be lost as it has been won; yet it is the glorious pre- 
rogative of the empire of knowledge, that what it gains it never loses. On 
the contrary, it increases by the multiple of its own power; aU its ends be- 
come means; all its attainments, helps to new conquests. Its whole abundant 
harvest is but so much seed wheat, and nothing has limited, and nothing can 
limit, the amount of ultimate product 

Under the influence of this rapidly increasing knowledge, the people have 
b^un, in all forms of government, to think, and to reason, on affairs of state. 
Hording government as an institution for the public good, they demand a 
knowledge of its operations, and a patticipation in its exercise. A call for the 
representative system, wherever it is not enjoyed, and where thare is aheady 
intelligence enough to estimate its value, is perseverin^y made. Where men 
may speak out^ they demand it; where the bayonet is at their throats^ they 
pray for it 

When Louis the Fourteenth said, ^ I am the state," he expressed the essence 
of the doctrine of unlimited power. By the rules of that i^stem, the people 
are disconnected from the state; they are its subjects; it is their lord. These 
ideas, founded in the love of power, and long supported by the excess and the 
abuse of it, are 3delding, in our age, to other opinions; and the civilized world 
seems at last to be proceeding to the conviction of that fundamental and man- 
ifest truth, that the powers of gova'nment are but a trust, and that they can- 
not be lawfully exercised but for the good of the community. As knowledge 
is more and more extended, this conviction becomes more and more general. 
Knowledge, in truth, is the great sun in the firmament life and power are 
scattered with all its beams. The prayer oi the Grecian champion, when en- 
veloped in unnatural clouds and darkness, is the appropriate pouticdi supplica- 
tion for the people of every country not yet blessed with free institutions: — 

" Dispel this cloud, tlie ligbt of heaven restore^ 
Give me to sbe, — and i^jax asks no more." 

We may hope that the growing influence of enlightened sentim^t will 
promote ths permanent peace of the world. Wan to maintam frunily alliances^ 
to uphold or to cast down dynasties, and to regulate suooessions to thrones^ 
which have occbpiedso much room in the history of mod^n times^ if not less 
likely to hi^peii at all, will be km likely to become general, and involve many 
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terest of the i/?orld is peace, and its first great statute, that every nation pos- 
sesses the power of establishing a government for itself. But public opinion 
has attained also an influence over government which do not admit the popu- 
lar principle into Uieir organization. A necessary respect for the judgment 
of the world, operates, in some measure, as a control over the most unhmited 
forms of authority. It is owing, perhaps, to this truth, that the interesting 
struggle of the Greeks has been suffered to go on so long, without a direct in- 
terference, either to wrest that country from its present masters, or to execute 
the system of pacification by force, and, with united strength, lay. the neck of 
Christian and civilized Greek at the foot of the barbarian Turk, Let us thank 
God that we live in an age when somethii^ has influence besides the bayonet, 
and when the sternest authority does not venture to encounter the scorching 
power of public reproach. Any attempt of the kind I have mentioned should 
be met by one universal burst of indignation; the air of the civilized world 
ought to be made too warm to be comfortably breathed by any one who 
would hazard it 

It is, indeed, a touching rdlection, that, while, in the fulness of our coun- 
try's hi^piness, we rear this monument to her honor, we look for instruction 
in our undertaking to a country which is now. in fearful contest, not for works 
of art or memorials of glory, but for her own existence. Let her be assured, 
that she is not forgotten in the world; that her efforts are applauded, and that 
oonstaoit prayers ascend for her success. And let us cherish a confident hope 
for her final triumph. If the true spark of religious and civil liberty be kin- 
dled, it will bum. Human agency cannot extinguish it Like the earth's 
central fire, it may be smothered tor a time; the ocean may oyerwheM it; 
mountains n^iay press it down; but its inherent and unconquerable force will 
heave both the ocean and the land, and at some time or other, in some place 
or other, the volcano will break out and flame up to heaven. 

Among the great events of the half-oentury, we must reckon, cerUunly, the 
revolution of South America; and we are not hkely to overrate the import- 
ance of that revolution, either to the people of the country itself or to the 
rest of the world. The late Spanish colonies, now independent states, under 
circumstances less favorable, doubtless, than attended our own revolution, have 
yet successfully commenced their national existence. They have accomplished 
the great object of establishing their independence; they are known and ac- 
knowledged in the world; and although in r^ardto their systems of govern- 
ment, their sentiments on religious toleration, and their provisions for pubUc 
instruction, they may yet h^ve much to learn, it must be admitted that they 
have risen to the condition of settled and established states more rapidly than 
could have been reasonably anticipated. They aheady fhmish an exhilarating 
example of the difference between free governments, and despotic misrule. 
Their commerce, at this moment, creates a new activity in all the great marts 
of the world. They show themselv'es able, by an exchange of commodities, 
to bear a useful part in the intercourse of nations. 

A new spirit of enterprise and industry begins to prevail; all thereat in- 
terests of society receive a salutary impulse; and the progress of infermation 
not only testifies to an improved condition, but itself constitutes the highest 
and most essential improvement 

When the battle of Bunker Hill was fought^ the existence of South Amer- 
ica was scarcely felt in the civilized world. The thirteen little Colonies ot 
North America habitually called themselves the ^ Continent^* Borne down 
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hy colonial subjugation, monopoly, and bigotry, these vast regions of the 
»)uth were hardly visible above the horizon. But in our day there has befen, 
as it wei-e, a new creation. The southern hemisphere emerges from the sea. 
Its lofty mountains begin to lift themselves into the light of heaven; its broad 
and fertile plains stretch out, in beauty, to the eye of civilized man, and at 
the mighty bidding of the voice of pohtical liberty, the waters of darkness 
retire. 

And, now, let us indulge an honest exultation in the conviction of the 
benefit which the example of our country ha? produced, and is likely to pro- 
duce, on human freedom and human happiness. Let us endeavor to compre- 
hend in all its magnitude, and to feel in all its importance, the part assigned 
to us in the great drama of human affairs. We are placed at the head of 
the system of representative and popular governments. Thus far our exam- 
ple shows that such governments are compatible, not' only with respectability 
and power, but with repose, with peace, with security of personal rights, with 
good laws, and a just administration. 

We afe not propagandists. Wherever other systems are preferred, either 
as being thought better in themselves, or as better suited to existing condition, 
we leave the preference tp be enjoyed. Our histor}' hitherto proves, however, 
that the popular form is practicable, and that with wisdom and knowledge 
men may goverp themselves; and the duty incumbeiit on us is, to preserve 
the consistency of this cheering example, and take care that nothmg riiay 
weaken its authority with the world. If, in our case, the representative sys- 
tem ultimately fail, popular governments must be pronounced impossible. No 
combination of circumstances more favorable to the experiment can ever be 
. expected to occur. The last hopes of mankind, therefore, rest with us; and 
if it should be proclaimed, that our example had become an argument 
against the experunent, the knell of popular Uberty would be sounded through- 
out the earth. 

These are excitements to duty; but they are not suggestions of doubt 
Our history and our condition, all that is gone before us, and all that sur- 
rounds us, authorize the beKe^ that popular governments, though subject to 
occasional variations, in jSorm perhaps not Mways for the betta*, may yet, in 
their general chai'acter, be as durable and permanent as other systems. We 
know, indeed, that in our country any other is impossible. The princtple 
of free governments adheres to the American soil It is bedded in it, immo- 
vable as its mountains. 

And let the sacred obligations which have devolved on this ffeneration, and 
, on us, sink deep into our nearts. Those who established our liberty and our 
^ government are daily dropping from among us. The great trust now des- 
^ cends to new hands.. Let us apply ourselves to that which is presented to us, 
as our appropriate object We can w^ no laurds in a war for independence. 
Earlier and worthier hands have gathered them alL Nor are there places for 
us by the side pf Splon, and Alfred, and other founders of states. Our fath- 
ers have ^llei them. But there remains to us a great duty of defence and 
preservation;, and there is opened io us, also, a noble pursuit, to which the 
^ spirit of the times stroppy invites us. Our proper business is improvement 
Let our age be the age of ipnprovement. In a day of neacQ, let us advance 
the arts of peace and the works of peace. Let us develope the resources of 
ou^ landj call forth its j>owei:8y build up it$ institutions, promote all its great 
, , interests, ,apd see wbetlier we alsp^ in our day and^ generation, may not peHTprm 
^ .lometbing Wlby tp be j^ejpa^mberei X^t us culfivatQ a,tru^ spirit' ci v^on. 
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and harmony. In pursuing the great objects which our condition points out 
to us, let us act under a settled conviction, and an habitual feeling, that these 
twenty-four States are one country. Let our conceptions be enlarged to the 
circle of our duties. Let us extend our ideas Over me whole of the vast field 
in which we are called to act Let our object be, our country, our whole 
COUNTRY, AND NOTHING BUT OUR COUNTRY. And, by the blcssing of God, 
may that country itself become a vast and splendid monument, not of op- 
pression and terror, but of Wisdom, of Peace, and of Liberty, upon which the 
world may gaze with admiration for ever ! 

5 



REPLY TO HATNE, 

DELIVERED IK SENATE, JANUAET 26, 1830, 



FoixowiNO Mr. Hatnb in the debate, Mr. WEBSTER addreased the 
Senate as follows : — 

Mr. President : When the mariner has been tossed, for many days, in 
thick weather, and on an unknown sea, he naturally avails himself of the first 
pause in the storm, the earliest glance of the sun, to take his latitude, and as- 
certain how far the elements have driven him from his true course. Let us 
imitate this prudence, and before we float farther, refer to the point from 
which we departed, that we may at least be able to conjecture where we now 
are. I ask for the reading of the resolution. 

[The Secretary read the resolution as follows: 

^ Hesolvedy That the committee on public lands be instructed to inquire 
and report the quantity of the public lands remaining unsold within each state 
and territoiy, and whether it be expedient to limit, for a certain period, the 
sales of the public lands to such lands only as have heretofore been offered 
for sale, and are now subject to entry at the minimum price. And, also, 
whether the office of surveyor general, and some of the land offices, may not 
be abolished without detriment to the pubUc interest; or whether it be ex- 
pedient to adopt measures to hasten the sales, and extend more rapidly the 
surveys of the public lands."] 

We have thus heard, sir, what the resolution is, which is actually before us 
for consideration; and it will readily occur to every one that it is almost the 
only subject about which something has not been said in the speech, running 
through two days, by which the Senate has been now entertained by the gen- 
tleman from South Carohna. Every topic in the wide range of our public 
aflGaire, whether past or present, — every thing, general or local, whether be- 
longing to national politics or party politics, — seems to have attracted more 
or less of the honorable member's attention, save only the resolution before 
us. He has spoken of every thing but the public lands. They have escaped 
his notice. To that subject^ in all his excursions, he has not paid even the 
cold respect of a passing glance. 

When this debate, sir, was to be resumed, on Thursday morning, it so hap- 
pened that it would have been convenient fbr me to be elsewhere. The hon- 
orable member, however did not incline to put off the discussion to another 
day. He had a shot, he said, to return, and he wished to discharge it Thai 
shot, sir, which it was kind thus to inform us was coming, that we might stand 
out of Uie way, or prepare ourselves to fall before it, and die with decency, 
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has now been received. Under all advantages, and with expectation awakened 
by the tone which preceded it, it has been discharged, and has spent its force. 
It may become me to say no more of its effect than that, if nobody is found, 
after all, either killed or wounded by it, it is not the first time in the history 
of human affairs that the vigor and success of the war have not quite owne 
ttp to the lofty and sounding phrase of the manifesto. 

The gentleman, sir, in declining to postpone the debate, told the Senate^ 
with the emphasis of his hand upon his heart, that there was somcrt^hing 
rankling lure^ which he' wished to reheve. [Mr. Haynb rose and disclaimed 
having used the word ranklhigi] It would not, Mr. President, be safe for the 
honorable member to appeal to those around him, upon the question whether 
he did, in fact, make use of that word. But he may have been unconscious 
of it. At any rate, it is enough that he disclaims it. But still, with or with- 
out the use of that particular word, he had yet something here^ he said, of 
which he wished to rid himself by an immediate reply. In this respect, sir, 
I have a great advantage over the honorable gentleman. There is nothing 
here, sir, widch gives me the slighest uneasiness; neither fear, nor auger, nor 
that which is sometimes more troublesome than either, the consciousness of 
having been in the wroi^. There is nothing either originating here, or mm 
received here, by the gentleman's shot Nothing ori'ginal, for I had not the 
slightest feeling of disrespect or unkindness towards the honorable member. 
Some passages, it is true, had occurred, since our acquaintance in this body, 
which I could have wished m^t have been otherwise; but I had used phil- 
osophy, aud forgotten them. When the honorable member rose, in his first 
speech, I paid him the respect of attentive Hstening; and when he sat dovra, 
though surprised, and I must say even astonished, at some of his opinions, 
nothing was farther from my intention tiimi to commence any personal war- 
fare; and through the whole of the few remarks I made in answer, I avoided, 
«tudiously and carefully, every thing which I thought possible to be construed 
into disrespect And, sir, while there is thus nothing originating here, which 
I wished at any time, or now wish to discharge, I must repeat, also, that 
nothing has been received here which rankles, or in any way gives me an- 
noyance. I will not accuse the honorabjie member of violating the rules of 
civilized war — I will not say that he poisoDed his arrows. But whether his 
shafts were, or were not, dipped in that which would have caused rankling if 
they had reached, there was not, as it happened, quite strength enough in the 
bow to bring them to their mark. If he wishes now to find those shafts, he 
must look for them elsewhere; they will not be found fixed and quiveriug in 
the object at which they were aimed. 

The honorable member complained that I had slept on his speech. I must 
have slept on it, or not slept at all. The moment the honorable member sat 
down, his friend from Missouri rose, and, with much honeyed conunendation 
of the speech, suggested that the impressions which it had produced were too 
charming and delightful to be disturbed by other sentiments or other sounds^ 
and proposed that the Senate should adjourn. Would it have been quite 
amiable in me, sir, to interrupt this excellent good feehng? Must I not have 
been absolutely malicious, if I could have thrust myself forward to destroy 
eensations thus pleasing? Was it not much better and kinder, both to sleep 
upon them myself, and to allow others, also, the pleasure of sleeping upon 
them ? But if it be meant, by sleeping upon his speech, that I took time- to 
prepare a reply to it, it is quite a misiake ; owing to other engagements, I could 
not employ even the interval between the a^ounmient of the Senate and 



69 

its meeting the next morning in attention to the subject of this debate. 
Neverthless, sir, the mere matter of fact is undoubtedly true ^ I did sleep 
on the gentleman's speech, and sl^t soundly. And I slept equally well on 
his speech of yesterday, to which I am now replying. It is quite possible 
that, in this respect, also, I possess some advantage over the honorable mem 
bei^ attributable, doubtless, to a cooler temperament on my pait; for in tmth 
I slept upon his speeches remarkably well. But the gentleman inquires why 
he was made the object of such a reply. Why was he singled out ? If an 
attack had been made on the east^ he, he assures us, did not begin it — it was 
the gentleman from Missouri Sir, I answered the gentleman's speech, because 
I happened to hear it; and because, also, I choose to give an answer tq that 
speech, which, if unans\N'ered, I thought most likely to produce injurious im- 
pressions. I did not stop to inquire who was the original drawer of the bill. 
I found a responsible endorser before me, and it was my purpose to hold him 
liable, and to bring him to his just responsibility without delay. But,' sir, 
this interrogatory of the honorable member was only introductory to another. 
He proceeded to ask me whether I had turned upon him in this debate from 
the consciousness that I should find an overmatch if I ventured on a contest 
with his friend from Missouri. I^ sir, the honorable member, ex gratia 
modestioe, had chosen thus to defer to his friend, and to pay him a compli- * 
ment, without intentional disparagement to others, it would have been quite 
according to the friendly coiu-tesies of debate, and not at all ungrateful to my 
own feelings. I am not one of those, sir, who esteem any tribute of regard, 
whether light and occasional, or more serious and deliberate, which may be 
bestowed oh others, as so much unjustly withholden from themselves. Bnt 
the tone and manner of the gentleman's question, forbid me thus to interpret 
it I am not at liberty to consider it as nothing more than a civility to his 
friend. It had an air of taunt and disparagement, a little of the loftiness of 
asserted superiority, which does not allow me to pass it over without notice. 
It was put as a question for me to answer, and so put as if it were difficult for 
me to answer, whether I deemed the member from Missouri an overmatch for 
myself in debate here. It seems to roe, sir, that is extraordinary language, 
and an extraordinary tone for the discussions of this body. 

Matches and overmatches! Those terms are more applicable elsewhere 
than here, and fitter for other assemblies than this. Sir, the gentleman seems, 
to forget where and what we are. This is a Senate; a Senate of equals; of 
men of individual honor and pei-sonal character, and of absolute independence. 
We know no masters; we acknowledge" no dictators. This is a hall for mu- 
tual consultation and discussion, not an arena for the exhibition of champions. 
I offer myself, sir, as a match for no man ; I throw the challenge of debate at 
no man's feet But, then, sir, since the honorable member has put the ques- 
tion in a manner that calls for an answer, I will give him an answer; and I 
tell him that, holding myself to be the humblest of the membei-s here, I yet 
know nothing in the arm of his friend from Missouri, either alone or when 
aided by the arm of his friend froni Soutb Carolina, that need deter even me 
from espousing whatever opinions I may choose to espouse, from debating 
whenever I may choose to debate, or fi'om speaking whatever I may see fit to 
say on the floor of the Senate. Sir, when uttered as matter of commendation 
or compUment, I should dissent from nothing which the honorable member 
might say of his friend. Still less do I put forth any pretensions of my own. 
But when put to me as matter of taunt, I throw it back, and say to the gen- 
tleman that he could possibly say nothing less likely than such a comparison 
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to wound my pride of personal character. The anger of its tone rescued tlie 
remark from intentional irony, which otherwise, probably, would have been its 
general acceptation. But, sir, if it be imf^ned that by this mutual quotation 
and commendation ; if it be supposed that^ by casting the characters of the 
drama, assigning to each his part, — to one the attack, to another the cry of 
onset, — or if it be thpught that by a loud and empty vaunt of anticipated 
victory any laurels are to be won here; if it be imagined, especially, that any 
or all these things will shake any purpose of mine, I can tell the honorable 
member, once for all, that he is greatly mistaken, and that he is dealing with 
one of whose temper and character he has yet much to learn. Sir, I shall 
not allow myself, on this occasion — I hope on no occasion — to be betrayed 
into any loss of temper; but if provoked, as I trust I never shall allow myself 
to be, into crimination and recrimination, the honorable member may, perhaps, 
find that in that contest there will be blows to take as well as blowe to give; 
that others can state comparisons as significant, at least as his own ; and that 
his impunity may, perhaps, demand of him whatever powers of taunt and 
sarcasm he may possess. I commend him to a prudent husbandly of his 
resources. 

But, sir, the coalition ! The coalition I Aye, " the murdered coalition !" 
The gentleman asks if I were led or frighted into this debate by the spectre 
of the coalition. " Was it the ghost of the murdered coalition," he exclaiims, 
" which haunted the member from Massachusetts, and which, like the ghost 
of Banquo, would never down ?" "The murdered coalition 1" Sir, this charge 
of a coalition, in reference to the late administration, is not original with the 
honorable member. It did not spring up in the Senate. Whether as a fact^ 
as an argument, or as an embellishment, it is all borrowed. He adopts it, in- 
deed, from a very low origin, iand a still lower present condition. It is one of 
the thousand calumnies with which the pess teemed during an excited politi- 
cal canvass. It was a charge of which there was not only no proof or proba- 
bility, but which was, in itself, whoUv impossible to be true. No man of com- 
mon information ever believed a syllable of it. Yet it was of that class of 
falsehoods which, by continued repetition through all the organs of detraction 
and abuse, are capable of misleadmg those who are already far misled, and of 
further fanning passion already kindling into flame. Doubtless it served its 
day, and, in a greater or less degree, the end designed by it Having done 
that, it has sunk into the general mass of stale and loathed calumnies. It is 
the very cast-oflf slough of a polluted and shameless press. Incapable of fur- 
ther mischief, it lies in the sewer, lifeless and despised. It is not now, sir, in 
the power of the honorable member to giv^ it dignity or decency, by attempting 
to elevate it, and to introduce ' it into the Senate. He cannot change it from 
what it is — an object of general disgust and scorn. On the contrary, the 
contact, if he choose to touch it, is more hkely to drag him down, down, to the 
place where it lies itself. 

But, sir, the honorable member was not, for other reasons, entirely happy in 
his allusion to the story of Banquo's murder and Banquo's ghost. It was not, 
I think, the friends, but the enemies of the murdered Banquo, at whose bid- 
ding his spirit would not down. The honorable gentleman is fresh in his 
reading of the EngHsh classics, and can put me right if I am wrong; but ac- 
cording to my poor recollectipn, it was at those who had begun with caresses, 
and ended with foul and treacherous murder, that the gory locks were shaken. 
The ghost of Banquo, like that of Hamlet, was an honest ghost It disturbed 
no innocent man. It knew where its appearance would strike terror, and who 
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would cry ouf^ A ghofit ! . It made itself visible iq the right quarter, $nd comr 
pelled the guilty, and the conscience-smitten, and none others^ to start, with 

" Prithee see there I behold I — look I lo 1 
If I stand here, I saw him I" 

Their eyeballs ware seared — was it not so, sir? — ^who had thought to shield 
themselves by concealing their own hand, and laying the imputation of the 
crime on a low and hireling agency in wickedness; who had vainly attempted 
to stifle the workings of their own coward consciences, by circulating, through 
white lips and chattering teeth, " Thou canst not say I did it !" I have mis- 
read the great poet, if it was those who had no way partaken in the deed of 
the death, who either found that they were, ar feared that they should be, 
pushed from their stools by the ghost of the slain, or who cried out to a spec- 
tre created by their own feais, and their own remorse, "Avaunt! and quit 
our sight !" 

Th^e la another particular, sir, in which the honorable member's quick 
perception of resemblances might, I should think, have seen something in the 
story of Banquo, making it not altogether a subject of the most pleasant con- 
templatimi. Those who murdered Banquo, what did they win by it f Sub- 
stantial good? Permanent power? Or disappointment^ rather, and sore 
mortification — dust and ashes — the common fate of vaulting ambition 
overleaping itself? Did not even-handed justice, ere long, commend the 
poisoned diaiice to theur own lips ? Did they not soon find that for another 
they had " filed their mind ? " — that their ambition, though apparently for 
the moment successful, had but put a barren sceptre in their grasp ? Aye, sir, — 

*• A barren sceptre In their gripe, 

Thefice to be torenched, by an unlintal hand. 

No son of thtxrw tuuuaing,^* 

Sir, I need pursue the allusion no further. I leave the honorable gentleman 
to run it out at his leisiu^ and to derive from it all the gratification it is cal- 
culated to administer. If he finds himself pleased with the associations, and 
prepared to be quite satisfied, though the parallel should be entirely completed, 
I had almost said I am satisfied also — but that I shall think of. Yes, sir, I 
will tiiink of that 

In the .course of my observations the other day, Mr. President, I paid a 
passing tribute of respect to a very worthy man, Mr. Dane, of Massachusetts. 
It so happened that he drew the ordinance of 1787 for the government of 
the North-western Territory. A man of so much ability, and so httle pretence ; 
of so great a capacity to do good, and so unmixed a disposition to do it for its 
cwn saie; a gentlOTQan who acted an important part, forty years ago, in a 
measure the influence of which is still deeply felt in the very matter which 
was the subject of debate, mighty I thought^ receive from me a commendatory 
recognition. 

But the honorable gentleman was inclined to be facetious on the subject. 
He was rather disposed to make it a matter of ridicule that I had introduced 
into the debate the name of one Nathan Done, of whom he assures us he had 
never before heard. Sir, if the honorable member had never before heard of 
Mr. Dane, I am sorry for it It shows him less acquamted with the public 
men of the eontiy than I had supposed. Let me tell him, however, that a 
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sneer from him at the mention of the name of Mr. Dane is in bad taste. It 
may well be a high mark of ambition, sir, either with the honorable gentl^nan 
or myself to accomplish as much to make our names known to advantage, 
and remembered with gratitude, as Mr. Dane has accomplished. But the 
truth is, sir, I suspect that Mr. Dane lives a httle too far north. He is of 
Massachusetts, and too near the north star to be reached by the honorable 
gentleman's telescope. If his sphere had happened to range south of Mason 
and Dixon's line, he mighty probably, have come within the scope of his 
vision ! 

I spoke, sir, of the ordinance of 1787, which prohibited slavery in all fu- 
ture times north-west of the Ohio, as a measure of great wisdom and fore- 
sight, and one which had been attended with highly beneficial and permanent 
(ionsequences. I supposed that on this point no two gentlemen in the Senate 
could entertain different opinions. But the simple expression of this senti- 
ment has led the gentleman, not only into a labored defence of slavery in the 
abstract, and on principle, but also into a warm accusation again^ me, as 
having attacked the system of slavery now existing in the Southern States. 
For aU this there was not the slightest foundation in any thing said or inti- 
mated by me. I did not utter a single word which any ingenuity conld 
torture into an attack on the slavery of the South. I said only that it was 
highly wise and useful in legislating for the north-western country, while it 
was yet a wilderness, to prohibit the introduction of slaves; and added, that 
1 presumed, in the neighboring state of Kentucky, there was no reflecting and 
intelligent gentleman who would doubt that, if the same prohibition had been 
extended, at the same early period, over that commonwealth, her strength and 
))opulation would, at this day, have been far greater than they are. If these 
opinions be thought doubtful, they are, neverflielpss, I trust, neither extraordi- 
nary nor disrespectful. They attack nobody and menace nobody. And yet, 
bir, the gentleman's optics have discovered, even in the mere expression of this 
sentiment, wKkt he calls the very spirit of the Missouri question I He repre- 
sents me as making an attack on the whoku south, and manifesting a spirit 
which would intefere with and disturb their domestic condition. Sir, this in- 
justice no otherwise surprises me than as it is done here, and done without 
the sUghtest pretence of ground for it I say it only surprises me as being 
done here; for I know full well that it is and has been the settled pohcy of 
some persons in the south, for years, to represent the people of the north as 
disposed to interfere with them in their own exclusive and peculiar concerns. 
This is a delicate and sensitive point in southern feeUng; and of late years it 
has always been touched, and generally with effect, whenever the object ha* 
been to unite the whole south against northern men or northern measures. 
This feehng, always carefully kept alive, and maintained at too intense a heat 
to admit discrimination or reflection, is a lever of great power in our political 
machine. It moves vast bodies, and gives to them one and the same direc- 
tion. But the feeling is without adequate cause, and the suspicion which ex 
ists wholly groundless. There is not, and never has been, a disposition in the 
north to interfere with these interests of the south. Such interference has 
never been supposed to be within the power of government, nor has it been 
in any way attempted. . It has always been regarded as a matter of domestic 
policy, left with the states themselves, and with which the federal government 
nad nothing to do. Certainly, sir, I am, and ever had been, of that opinion. 
The gentleman, indeed, argues that slavery in the abstract is no evil. Most 
assuredly I need not say I differ with hun altogether and most widely on that 
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point. I regard domestic slavery a3 one of the greatest of evils, both moral 
and political. But, though it be a malady, and whether it be curable, and if 
so, by what means; or, on the other hand, whether it be the culrms immedica- 
hile of the social system, I leave it to those whose right and duty it is to in- 
quire and to decide. And this> I believe,, sir, is, and uniformly has been, the 
sentiment of the north. Let us look a httle at the history of this matter. 

When the present constitution was submitted for the ratification of the peo- 
ple, there were those who imagined that the powers of the government which 
it proposed to establish might, perhaps, in some possible mode, be exerted in 
measures tending to the abohtion of slavery. This suggestion would, of course, 
attract much attention in the southern conventions. In that of Virginia, 
Governor Randolph said : — 

" I hope there is none here, who, considering the subject in the calm hght 
of philosophy, will make an objection dishonorable to Virginia — that, at the 
moment they are securing the rights of their citizens, an objection is started, 
that there is a spark of hope that those unfortunate men now held in bondage 
may, by the operation of the general government, be made free." 

At the very first Congress, petitions on the subject were presented, if 1 
mistake not, from difierent states. The Pennsylvania Society for promoting 
the Abolition of Slavery, took a lead, and laid before Congress a memorial, 
pjaying Congress to promote the abohtion by such powers as it possessed. 
This memorial was referred, in the House of Representatives, to a select com- 
mittee, consisting of l^Ir. Foster, of New Hampshire, Mr. Gerry, of Massachu- 
setts, Mr. Huntington, of Connecticut, Mr. Lawrence, of New York, Mr. Dic- 
kinson, of New Jersey, Mr. Hartley, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Parker, of 
Virginia; all of them, sir, as you will observe, northern men, but the last 
This committee made a report, which was committed to a committee of the 
whole house, and there considered and discussed on several days; and being 
amended, although in no material respect, it was made to express three distinct 
propositions on 3ie subjects of slavery and the slave trade. First, in the words 
of the constitution, that Congress could not, prior to the year 1808, prohibit 
the migration or importation of such persons as any of the states then existing 
should think proper to admit. Second, that Congress had authority to restrain 
the citizens of the United States from carrying on the African slave trade for 
the purpose of supplying foreign countries. On this proposition, our early 
laws against those who engage in that traffic are founded. The thii*d propo- 
sition, and that which bears on the present question, was expressed in the fol- 
lowing terms : — 

" Resolved^ That Congress have no authority to interfere in the emancipa- 
tion of slaves, or in the treatment of them in any of the states; it remaining 
with the several states alone to provide rules and regulations therein, which 
humanity and true pohcy may require." 

This resolution received the sanction of the House of Representatives so 
early as March, 1790. And, now, sir, the honorable member will allow me 
to remind him, that not only were the select committee who reported the re- 
solution, with a single exception, all northern men, but also that of the mem- 
bei"s then composing the House of Representatives, a large majority, I beheve 
nearly two-thirds, were northern men also. 

The house agreed to insert these resolutions in its journal ; and, from that 
day to this, it has never been maintained or contended that Congi-ess had any 
authority to regulate or interfere with the condition of slaves in the several 
states. No northern gentleman, to my knowledge, has moved any such ques- 
tion in either house of Congress. 



74 

The fears of the south, whatever fears they might have entertained, were 
allayed and quieted by this early decision; and so remained, till they were 
excited afresh, without cause, but for collateral and indirect purposes. When 
it became necessary, or was thought so, by some political persons^ to find an 
unvarying groxmd for the exclusion of northern men from confidence and 
from lead in the afi^urs of the republic, then, and not till then, the ciy was 
raised, and the feeling industriously excited, that the influence of northern 
men in the public councils would endanger the relation of master and slave. 
For myself I claim no other nwrit^ thwi that this gross and enormous injus- 
tice towards the whole north has liot wroug^ht upon me to change my opinions, 
or my political conduct. I hope I am above violating my principles, even 
under the smart of injury and false imputations. Unjust suspicions and un- 
deserved reproach, whatever pain I may experience from them, will not induce 
me, I trust, nevertheless, to overstep the limits of constitutional duty, or to 
encroach on the rights of others. The domestic slavery of the south I leave 
where I find it — m the hands of their own governments. It is their afikir, 
not mine. Nor do I complain of the peculiar effect which the magnitude of 
that population has had in the distribution of power imder this federal govern- 
ment. We know, sir, that the representation of the states in the other house 
is not equal. We know that great advantage, in that respect, is enjoyed by 
the slaveholding states; and we know, too, that the intended equivalent for 
that advantage — that is to say, the imposition of direct taxes m the same 
ratio — has become merely nominal ; the habit of the government being al- 
most invariably to collect its revenues from other sources, and in other modes. 
Nevertheless, I do not complain; nor would I countenance any movement to 
alter this arrangement of representation. It is the original bargain, the com- 
pact — let it stand; let the advantage of it be fully enjoyed. The Union 
itself is too full of benefit to be hazarded in propositions for changing its 
original basis. I go for the constitution as it is, and for the Union as it is. 
But I am resolved not to submit, in silence, to acfcusationsj either against my- 
self individually, or against the north, wholly unfounded and unjust — accu- 
sations which impute to us a disposition to evade the constitutional compact, 
and to extend the power of the government over the internal laws and domes- 
tic condition of the states. All such accusations, wherever and whenever 
made, all insinuations of the existence of any such purposes, I know and feel 
to be groundless and injurious. And we must confide m southern gentlemen 
themselves; we must trust to those whose integrity of heart and magnanimity 
of feeling will lead them to a desire to maintain and disseminate truth, and 
who possess the means of its diffusion with the southern public; we must 
leave it to them to disabuse that public of its prejudices. But, in the mean 
time, for my own part, I shall continue to act jiistiy, whether those towards 
whom justice is exercised receive it with candor or with cc«itumely. 

Having had occasion to recur to the ordinance of 1787, in order to defend 
myself against the inferences which the honorable member has chosen to dra\? 
fi-om my former observations on that subject^ I am not willing now entirely to 
take leave of it without another remark. It need hardly be said, that that 
paper expresses just sentiments on the great subject of civil and religious liber- 
ty. Such sentiments were common, and abound in all our state papers of 
that day. But this ordinance did that which was not so common, and which 
is not, even now, universal ; that is, it set forth and declared, as a high and 
binding duty of government itself, to encourage schools and advance the 
means of education; on the plain reason that religion, morality and knowledge 
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are necessary to good government, and to the happinei^ of mankind. One 
observation further. The important provision incorporated into the constitu- 
tion of the United States, and several of those of the states, and recently, as 
we have seen, adopted into the reformed constitution of Virginia, restraining 
legislative power, in questions of private right, and from impairing the obliga- 
tion of contracts, is first introduced and established, as far as I am informed, 
as matter of express written constitutional law, in this ordinance of 17^7. 
And I must add, also, in regard to the author of the ordinance, who has not 
had the happiness to attract the gentleman's notice heretofore, nor to avoid 
his sarcasm now, that he was chairman of that select committee of the old 
Congress, whose report first expressed the strong sense of that body, that the 
old confederation was not adequate to the exigencies of the country, and re- 
commending to the states to send delegates to the convention which formed 
the present constitution. 

An attempt has been made to transfer from the north to the south the 
honor of this exclusion of slavery from the North-western Territory. The 
journal, without argument or comment, reftites such attempt. The session of 
Virginia was made March, 1784. On the 19th of April following, a com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Jefferson, Chase and Howell, Reported a plan for 
a temporary government of the territory, in which was this article: "That 
after the year 1800, there should be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude 
in any of the said states, otherwise than in punishment of crimes, whereof the 
party shall have been convicted." Mr. Speight, of North CaroHna, moved to 
strike out this paragraph. The question was put, according to the form then 
practiced : " Shall 3iese words st^d, as part of the plan ?" &c. New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut^ New York, New Jwsey, and 
Pennsylvania — seven states — voted in the affirmative; Maryland, Virginia 
and Soutl^ Carolina, in the negative. North CaroUna was divided. As the 
consent of nine states was necessary, the words could not stand, and were 
struck out accordingly. Mr. Jefferson voted for the clause, but was overruled 
by his cqlleguesL 

In March of the next year (1785) Mr. King, of Massachusetts, seconded 
by Mr. EUery, of Rhode Islana, proposed the formerly rejected article, with 
thi^ addition : ** And that this regulation shall be an article of compact, and 
remain a fundamental principle of the constitution between the thirteen 
original states and each of the states described in the resolve,^ &c. On 
this clause, which provided the adequate and thorough security, the eight 
Northern States, at that time, voted affirmatively, and the four Southern 
States negatively. The votes of nine states were not yet obtained, and thus 
the provision was again rejected by the Southern States. The perseverence 
of the north held out, and two years afterwards the object was attained. It is 
no derogation from the credit, whatever that may be, of drawing the ord- 
nance, that its principles had before been prepared and discussed, in the form 
of resolutions. If one should reason in that way, what would become of the 
distinguished honor of the author of the Declaration of Independence ? There 
is not a sentiment in that paper which had not been voted and resolved in 
the assemblies, and other popular bodies in the country, over and over again. 

But the honorable member has now found out that this gentleman, Mr. 
Dane, was a member of the Hartford Convention. However uninfonned the 
honorable member may be of characters and occurrences at the north, it would 
seem that he has at his elbows, on this occasion, some high-minded and lofty 
spirit, some magnanimous and true-hearted monitor, possessing the means of 
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local knowledge, and ready to supply the honwable member with every thing", 
down even to foi^otten and moth-eaten twopenny pamphlets, which may be 
used to the disadvantage of his own country. But^ as to the Hartford Con- 
vention, sir, allow me to say that the proceedings of that body seem now to 
be less read and studied in New England than farther South. They appear 
to be looked to, not in New England, but elsewhere, for the purpose of seeing* 
how far they may serve as a precedent. But they will not answer the pur- 
pose — they are quite too tame. The latitude in which they originated was 
too cold. Other conventions, of more recent existence, have gone a whole 
bar's length beyond it. The learned doctors of Colleton and Abbeville have 
pushed their commentaiies on the Hartford collect so far that the original text 
writers are thrown entirely into the shade. I have nothing to do, sir, with the 
Hartford Convention. Its journal, which the gentleman has quoted, I never 
read. So far as the honorable member may discover in its proceedings a 
spirit in any degree resembHng that which was avowed and justified in those 
other conventions to which I have alluded, or so far as those proceedings can 
be shown to be disloyal to the constitution, or tending to disunion, so far I 
shall be as ready as any one to bestow on them reprehension and censure. 

Having .dwelt long on this convention, and other occurrences of that day, 
in the hope, probably, (which will not be gratified,) that I should leave the 
coui'se of this debate to follow him at length in those excursions, the honora- 
ble member returned, and attempted another object He refeiTed to a speech 
of mine in the other house, the same which I had occasion to allude to myself 
the other day ; and ias quoted a passage or two from it, with a bold though 
uneasy and laWing air of confidence, as if he had detected in me an incon- 
sistency. Judging from the gentleman's manner, a stranger to the course of 
the debate, and to the point in discussion, would have imagined, from so tri- 
umphant a tone, that the honorable member was about to ovei*whelm me with 
a manifest contradiction. Any one who heard him^ and who had not heard 
what I had, in fact, previously said, must have thought me routed and dis- 
comfited, as the gentleman had promised. Sir, a breath blows all this triumph 
away. There is not the slightest difierence in the sentiments of my remarks 
on the two occasions. What I said here on Wednesday is in exact accordance 
with the opinions expressed by me in the other house in 1825. Though the 
gentleman had the metaphysics of Hudibras — though he were able 
* 

" to sever and divide 
A hair *twixt north and north-west side." 

he could not yet insert his metaphysical scissors between the fair reading of 
my remarks in 1825 and what I said here last week. There is not only no 
c^tradiction, no difference, but, in truth, too exact a similiarity, both in 
thought and language, to be entirely in just taste. I had myself quoted the 
same speech; had recurred to it^ and spoke with it open before me; and 
much of what I said was little more than a repetition from it. In order to 
make finishing work with this alleged contradiction, permit me to recur to 
the oi'igin of this debate, and review its course. This seems expedient, and 
may be done as well now as at any time. 

Well, then, its history is this: the honorable member from Connecticut 
moved a resolution, which constituted the first branch of that which is now 
before us; that is to say, a resolution instructing the committee on public 
lands to inquire into the expediency of limiting, for a certain period, the sales 
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of public lands to sucli as have heretofore been offered for sale; and whether 
sundry offices, connected with the sales of the lands, might not be abolished 
without detriment to the public service. 

In the progress of the discussion which arose on this resolution, an honorar 
ble member from New Hampshire moved to amend the resolution, so as en- 
tirely to reverse its object; that is, to strike it all out, and insert a direction to 
the committee to inquire into the expediency of adopting measures to hasten 
the sales, and extend more rapidly the surveys of the lands. 

The honorable member from Maine (Mr. Sprague) suggested that both 
these propositions might well enough go, for consideration, to the committee ; 
and in this state of the question, the member from South CaroHna addressed 
the Senate in his first speech. He rose, he said, to give us his own free 
thoughts on the pubHc lands. I saw him rise, with pleasure, and listened 
with expectation, though before he concluded I was filled with surprise. Cer- 
tainly, I was never more surprised than to find him following up, to the ex- 
tent he did, the sentiments and opinions which the gentleman from Missouri 
had put forth, and which it is known he has long entertained. 

I need not repeat, at large, the general topics of the honorable gentleman's 
speech. When he said, yesterday, that he did not attack the Eastern States, 
he certainly must have forgotten not only particular remarks, but the whole 
drift and tenor of his speech ; unless he means by not attacking, that he did 
not commence hostilities, but that another had preceded him in the attack. 
He, in the first place, disapproved of the whole course of the government for 
forty years, in regard to its dispositions of the pubHo land ; and then, turning 
northward and eastward, and fancying he had found a cause for alleged nar- 
rowness and niggardliness in the " accursed pohcy " of the tariff, to which he 
represented the people of New England as wedded, he went on, for a full 
hour, with remarks, tiie whole scope of which was to exhibit the results of 
this pohcy, in feehngs and in measures unfavorable to the west I thought 
his opinions unfounded and erroneous, as to the general course of the gov- 
ernment, and ventured to reply to them. 

The gentleman had remarked on the analogy of other cases, and quoted 
the conduct of European governments towards their own subjects, settling on 
this continent, as in point, to show that we had been harsh and rigid in sel- 
ling when we should have given the pubUc lands to settlers. I thought the 
honorable member had suffered his judgment to be betrayed by a false analo- 
gy; that he was struck with an appearance of resemblance where there was 
no real similitude. I think so still. The first settlers of North America were 
enterprising spirits, engaging in private adventure, or fleeing from tyranny at 
home. When arrived here, they were forgotten by the mother country, or 
remembered only to be oppressed. Carried away again by the appearance of 
analogy, or struck with the eloquence of the passage, the honorable member 
yesterday observed that the conduct of government towards the western emi- 
grants, or my representation of it, brought to his mind a celebrated speech in 
the British Parhament It was, sir, the speech of Colonel Barre. On the 
question of the stamp act, or tea tax, I forget which, Colonel Barre had heard 
a member on the treasury bench argue, that the people of the United States, 
being British colonists, planted by the maternal care, nourished by the indul- 
gence, and protected by the arms of England, would not grudge their mite to 
reUeve the mother country from the heavy burden under which she groaned. 
The language of Colonel Barre, in reply to this, was, **They planted By your, 
care ? Your oppression planted them in .America. They fled from your ty 
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raimj) and grew by jour n^Iect of them. So soon as you began to care for 
them, you showed your care oy sending peisonsto spy out their liberties, mk»- 
represent their character, prey upon thei% and eat out their substance." 

And does this honorable gentleman mean to maintain that langui^ like 
this is apphcable to the conduct of the government of the United States to- 
wards the western emigrants, or to any representation given by me of that 
conduct? Were the settlers in &e west driven thither by o\ir oppression ? 
Have they flourished only by our neglect of them ? Has the govemnxent 
done nothing but prey upon them, and eat out their substance? ISir, this fer- 
vid eloquence of the British speaker, just when and where it was uttered, and 
fit to remain an exercise for the schools, is not a little out of place, wLen it 
was brought thence to be applied here, to the cc«dudi of our own country 
towards her own citizens. From America to England it may be true; from 
Americans to their own government it would be stiunge language. Let us 
leave it to be recited and declaimed by our boys against a foreign nation; not 
introduce it here, to recite and declaim ourselves j^amst our own. 

But I come to the point of the alleged contradiction. In my remarks on 
Wednesday, I contended that we cmdd not give away gratuitously all the 
pubhc lands; that we hdd them in trust; that the government had solemnly 
pledged itself to dispose of them as a common fund for the common benefit, 
and to sell and set^ them as its discretion should dictate. Now, sir, what 
contradiction does the gentleman find to this sentiment in the speech of 1825 ? 
He quotes me as having then said, that w4 ought ndt to hug these lands as a 
very great treasure. Very well, sir; supposing me to be accurately repoited 
in that expression, what is ihe contradiction ? I have not now said, that we 
should hug these lands as a favorite source of pecuniary income. Mo such 
thing. It is not my view. What I have sani, and what I do say, is, that 
they are a common fund — to be disposed of for the common benefit — to be 
sold at low prices, for the accommodation of settlers, keeping the object of 
settling the lands as much in view as that of raising money fK)m them. This 
I say now, and this I have always said. Is this hugging th^n as a favorite 
treasure? Is there no difierence between hugging and hoarding this fund, 
on the one hand as a great treasure^ and on the other of disposing of it at 
low pices, placing the proceeds in the general treasury of the Union ? My 
opinion is, that as much is to be made of the land, as fair and reasonably may 
be, selling it all the while at such rates as to give the fullest effect to settle- 
ment This is not giving it all away to the states, as the gentleman would 
propose; nor is it hugging the ftmd closely and tenaciously, as a favorite trea- 
sure; but it is, in my judgment, a just and wise policy, perfectly according 
with all the various duties which rest on gof^^mment So much for my con- 
tradiction. And what is it? Where is the ground of the gentleman's tri- 
umph ? What incon«stency, in word or doctrine, has he been able to detect ? 
Sir, if this be a sample of that discomfiture with which the honorable gentle- 
man threatened me, commend me to the word dUcomfiture for the rest of 
my Hfe. 

But, after aD, this is not the point of the debate; and I must bring the 
gentleman back to that which is the point 

The real question between me and him is, Where has the do(^ne beai 
advanced, at the south or the east, that the population of the west should be 
retarded, or, at leasts need not be hastened, on account of its effect to drain off 
the people from the Atlantic States ? Is this doctrine, as has been allc^d, of 
eastern origin? That is the question* Has the gentleman found anyilung by 
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whicli be can make good his aoeusation ? ' I submit to tbe Senate, tbat be bas 
entirely failed; and as far as this debate bas shown, tbe only person who bas 
advanced such sentiments is a gentleman from South Carolina, and a friend to 
the honorable member bimsdf. This honorable gentleman bas given no 
answer to this; there is iK>ne which can be given. This simple fact^ while it 
requires no comment to enforce it, defies all argument to refute it. I could 
refer to the speeches of another southern gentlemen, in years before, of the 
same general character, and to tbe same effect, as that which has been quoted ; 
but I will not consume the time of the Senate by the reading of them. 

So then, sir, New England is guiltless of tbe policy of retarding western 
population, and of all envy and jealousy of the growth of tbe new states. 
Whatever there be of that policy in tbe country, no part of it is hers. If it 
has a local habitation, the honorable member has probably seen, by this time, 
where he is to look for it; and if it now has received a name, he himself bas 
christened it. 

We approach, at length, sir, to a more important part of the honorable gen- 
tleman's observations. Since it does not accord with my views of justice and 
policy, to vote away the public lands altogether, as mere matter of gratuity, I 
am asked, by the honorable gentleman^ on what ground it is that I consent to 
give them away in particular instances. How, he inquires, do I reooncile with 
these professed sentiments my support of measures appropriating portions of 
the lands to particular roads^ particular canals, particular rivers^ and particular 
institutions of education in the west ? This leads, sir, to the real and wide 
difference in poHtical opinions between the honorable gentleman and myself. 
On my part, I look upon all these objects as connected with the common good, 
fairly embraced in its objects and its terms; be, on the contrary, deems them 
all, if good at all, only local good. This is our difference. Tbe interrogatory 
which he proceeded to pu^ at once explains this difference. ** What interest," 
asks he, ** has South Carolina in a canal in Ohio ? " Sir, this very question is 
full of significance. It develops the gentleman's whole pohtical system; and 
its answer expounds mine. Here we differ toto coelo. I look upon a road 
over the Alleghany, a canal round the Mk of the Ohio^ or a canal or railway 
from the Atlantic to the western waters, as being objects large and extensive 
enough to be fairly said to be for the conmion benefit. The gentleman tbiliks 
otherwise, and this is the key to open his construction of the powers of the 
government. He may well ask, upon his system, What interest has South 
Carolina in a canal in Ohio ? On that system, it is true, she has no interest 
On that system, Ohio and Carolina are diffwent governments and differ^it 
countries, connected here^ it is true, by some shgbt and ill-defined bond of 
union, but in all main respects separate and diverse. On that system, Caroli- 
na bas no more interest in a canal in Ohio than in Mexico. The gentleman, 
therefore, only follows out his own principles; he does no more than arrive at 
the natural conclusions of his own doctrines; he only announces tbe true re- 
sults of that creed which he has adopted himself and would persuade others 
to adopt, when he thus declares that South Carolina has no interest in a pub- 
lic work in Ohio. Sir, we narrow-minded peoble of New England do not 
reason thus. Our notion of things is entirefy different We look upon the 
states, not as separated, but as united. We love to dwell oa that Union, and 
on the mutual happiness which it has so much promoted, and the common 
renown which it has so greatly contributed to acquire. In our contemplation, 
Carolina and Ohio are ^rts of the same country — states united under the 
same gen^ government, having interests common, associated, intermingled* 
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In whatever is within the proper sphere of the constitutional power of this 
government, we look upon the states as one. We do not impose geographi- 
cal limits to our patriotic feeling or regard ; we do not follow rivers, and moun- 
tains, and lines of latitude, to find boundaries beyond which public improve 
ments do not benefit us. We, who come here as agents and i^presentatives 
of those narrow-minded and selfish men of New England, consider ourselves 
as bound to regard, with equal eye, the good of the whole, in whatever is 
within our power of legislation. Sir, if a railroad or canal, beginning in South. 
Carolina, appeared to me to be of national importance and national magni- 
tude, believing as I do that the power of government extendi' to the encour- 
agement of works of that description, if I were to stand up here and ask, 
** What interest has Massachusetts in a railroad in South Cai-ohna ? " I should 
not be willing to face my constituents. These same narrow-minded men 
would tell me that they had sent me to act for the whole country, and that 
one who possessed too httle comprehension, either of intellect or feeling, — one 
who was not large enough, in mind and heart, to embrace the whole, — was 
not fit to be intrusted with the interest of any part. Sir, I do not desire to 
enlarge the powers of government by unjustifiable construction, nor to exer- 
cise any not within a tm interpretation. But when it is beHeved that a pow- 
er does exist, then it is, in my judgment, to be exercised for the general benefit 
of the whole : so far as rejects the exercise of such a power, the states are 
one. It was the very great object of the constitution to create unity of inter- 
ests to the extent of the powers of the general government In ^ war and 
peace we are one; in commerce one; because the authority of the general, 
government reaches to war and peace, and to the regulation of commerce. I 
have never seen any more difiiculty in erecting lighthouses on the lakes than 
on the ocean; in improving the harbors of inland seas, than if they were with- 
in the ebb and flow of the tide; or of removing obstmctions in the vast 
streams of the west, more than in any work to facilitate commerce on the At- 
lantic coast If thOTe be power for one, there is power also for the other ; and 
they are all and equally for the country. 

There ai-e other objects, apparently more local, or the benefit of which is * 
less general, towards which, nevertheless, I have concurred with others to give 
aid by donations of land. It is proposed to construct a road in or through 
one of the new states in which the government possesses large quantities of 
land. Have the United States no right, as a great and untaxed proprietor — 
ai-e they lyider no obligation — to contribute to an object thus calculated to 
promote the common good of all the proprietors, themselves' included ? And 
even with respect to education, which is the extreme case, let the question be 
considered. In the first place, as we have seen, it was made matter of com- 
pact with these states that they should do their part to promote education. In 
the next place, our whole system of land laws proceeds on the idea that edu- 
cation is for the common good; because, in every division, a certain portion is 
uniformly reserved and appropriated for the use of schools. And, 'finally 
have not these new states singularly strong claims, founded on the ground al- 
ready stated, that the government is a great untaxed proprietor in me owner- 
ship of the soil ? It is a consideration of great importance that probably 
there is in no part of the country, or of the world, so great a call for the 
means of education as in those new states, owing to the vast number of per- 
sons within those ages in which education and instruction are usually received, 
if received at alL This is the natural consequence of recency of settlement 
and rapid increase. The^*census of these states shows how great a proportion 



.«'/•> 



81 

flf ib5 yfbicAt populali^ oCJcuyioB the ehmm bafcureoi hAm^ lOd^irilflttM. 
ThoM are the wicb fields, and hece is the deep and qXik^:tieH ibr t^-a^edd oC 
knowledge aod viHae^ and itm u t^ favored aeaii)!^ '.^ «pf^ ^^iiQA &i^ 
aolriipig^ theei* ]>| tbun be 'dfiMf^itiated withocdi'ftiirk^. I^ dbam be seol^ 
tered with a hountifid broadoaclt^.' Wbatever ihe\goY%nmt§iiA evot fkirtjr. cb 
tawards thei^ objects^ in ]]^x)pauto, eught to b^ doner , >" < - - 
These, sir, are the groiuid^vaB0^inti»7^ted,oa which trty Tdtoi f<^ fnmlft 
of lands for particular objects lert^ 3«itite t itWTitfJi.Hi^ at theaMSie time, thai* it 
IB all a common fund, for tkii;coiDmen:bie^dltk \^d reasons like th«Be) I 
presume, h%ve influenced the votes -of- otii/er getttiemeA tern New iEi^lai^d. 
Those who have a different view,n(rf jtkejpo^ra of the government, of "cetHm 
oome to di&iKdEit conclusions on^^el» jaa^n other questions. I observe^ 
when i^>eftkii^^onvthi3 subject .^^^^e^ that if we looked to any measui^ 
wheth^iojr 9TO0d^ % <canal, or mf thing else intended for the improvem^irt? 
of th^ we«^ it w^uldbe found, timt if .thje Kew England ayes were ttru<^ 
out of' the list ef ,voteii^ the seuUiem nae^ would always have rejected tiie 
measure. [I3ie\tnMiv^f this haa not been.deoied, aMl Cannot be d^iffd. be 
stating this, X t&en^ it jiist i(^ ascribe it tQthe^pqs^uUcmat aqj^es of fte 
south, rather ihaa U>.any other less favimbfe* or k^ diaritabk cause. JM 
no sponerhad % done tiu^ ^[^ ttle honorabb gentl^nan asks if I mptoencki 
kim and his fiiends with thpir CKOittlittttionai scmpies* Sir, I i8^o«eh^ik)bod^ 
I fltatod a ^ust^aad ga^ the ibott rispectful reasem for it thact o^coSned to 1Q0» 
Tha< ge^n^taaanscaBnot deay Aie fact«r^he Kifl^/ifjhe'«h<MS6) dlsolaim 1M 
xeafioiu It is not <4ot^ aiotee I had , ei;c8Bi<^,./in praaanting a petition frostf Ul 
own $tate, to ac0oaiit..€or,.it8 being iut^^tt^teol to mj hands by sayings that the 
ecttstitutional (^[^onabl tfaaryeatlematt and 'Us worthy colleague prevented 
them from sujE^rtqig li Siiv^lid I state iltua as a noiatter of repro^h ? Far 
from it Did I atteoipi ta And any o&^r cause thaa m honest one fo^ these 
scruples? ^ Sk^.I did iioll it did not become me to. xloiibt^ nor tQ insinuate 
that the gepdemaahadreifefaciri^JMii^[edhi^ made 

up a set 'of QOBBti^tiiMud.ophuMii^ aoeomEDpdated' tp any particular combina^ 
tftNQr pf pditieil oeaolirraniMa /Had I deiie^ I should have felt^ that while I 
was entitle 4a Uttle re^T^i^in thie^[aeflti9ining otbw people's motives, I ju^^ 
tified the whole world ^ su^>ecting piy own^ 

B«Ki! hqfw has th^ feiitlemaa letUMed tUirea|i^ for others* opinions? / His 
own candoi aiid jiwca^ how W»tjier beai^ earhibited towards the motives 
of ' others,. Whife he l^beeaat^attuda painr to inaintain^-^what nobody 
hae disputed h- the puri^. of his am^^' Wh^, sir, he hm adced iphen, and 
koWf and tfky^ Kew En^^ndi v^Mas w^ found geing for teeiils^^ £A¥orable 
to the tirest; he has deirynded to be infcHaned whether^ ^ii did noi begin 
in ' 1$25^ and Vfkih tke 'eiicHon of President mut still pending. Sir, to 
^eae questions retoft. would be justified; and it ia-bodi cogent> and at baud. 
Neveitheless, I will taiswer the inquiry not by retort, but by facte. • I will tell 
the gentleman whsUy and Aok^, and why New En^ndhite ^supported meas- 
jures fovorable to the west I have already rd!eited to the early history of the 
govtmnn^t -^ to the font acquisition of the lande ^~ to tiie original laws for 
dispqfnng of Ihem and for governing the territoiies where they He; and hove 
ahown the ^]A|leape pf New England men and New England principles ux all 
these leadings laeisuri^ I sbo^d not be pardoned wero I to go over that 
grpand again. ComJng to mcwe' recent times, and to tneasuresof a less gene^ 
nl dtara^r,-! haviiendaarered to proie that every thing c^ this kind des^ped 
for wes^ i«i|ii>ofeten4 ]b«a depended on the voteaof New Bi^lipuL ^ i^ 
this is tnie beyond the power of contradiction, 6 
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Jmiivmj mi, ihttejielvro mbmmm to wUdi I irH lefac^ aoi m 
mio Mo^ to di0 mAj'lttii/fitf of the publie lao^ and not so jeccnt imi t# 
bfriDB this «d« of t)M poded wlieo the ffentkowi diaiitoUj iiiui§m«B a «ew 
&«et^iEiiqrhairot>Mi§weB toNewIii^^ fettuig aad li^r Eigbmil 
TOte«. n^epe mmmna, wpd the New B&gkod ToUi in supfXttt ofthev, naj^ 
be taken aa eamplea and. spckCtmena^ all tlia rat In 1620, ^)b6eiTe, Mk. 
Pmideak, in 18S(^V tiie poopd» cC tiio^ w«fc beaoiight OODgraea lor a leductioii 
int^pripe <^ hadB. la fimr of tM »di9etio% New Sngland, widi a dele- 
gation of ixtj mmbem in ih4 otW^hofivw^^e thirtj-tl^ee voteiy wid one 
ool^ flg$in8t it. The four Soin^iem SUtoB,;With #% membeii^ g«ve thirty- 
tno Tot^ foi ii, and seven against it^ Ai^iaxh m 1621^ (obflerFo i^ain,8ir, the 
titmf} the law paaied for the veiitf of the purchasem o€ tbe j^uUio kads. 
This waa a mc^ure of vital inqxDrt^ttee to the west» and mqm.etfomijj ie 
tiho aouth-weet it authorised the leHnqwifthineBt (^ oontia^fcr kad% whii^ 
liad been ent^»d into at high piicas^ and a ieduetio% in oth^ ^atei^ of not 
hm tljata ^7^ per c«it. on <^ puiduiae niMii^ey* Many mUionaof doUars, ocs 
Of sev^on I believe, at leait»*-^ptobaifc4y nnK^a aioiey^n*wm rehnquished by 
thialaw. On ihia biU New En^^d, with her for^ meiidbeiiy gAva norQ sS* 
ivmatlve Votea than the fonr flotttbem 8tat«B with their fi%^^vo or thiee 
laemjben.. These two are tm Uie i]»oat innioiitai^ measnna i^e^peetin^tba 
pitbiic lands wUdi have been adq>ti^ witmn^e list twenty yean. They 
tppik pkb» in 1820 and 1^32^; That is ihe time when. . Aaid ai to the inim- 
iifi^ bow, the ganttoswai. alieady aaes thi^ it was by votings in solid eolmiuB, 
Ite^tibe jfeqiiired r^ef; andiastlvyaa t<> the canse whv, liSl tl^ geatleootta, k 
i|M beiiause the niembeca froin New Engkad thqoght die BMasm'ss just and 
^alntary; becanse th^. entiartaiaed tpwai^ th6 wei^ neither eav^, ha^ed^ moi 
malice; because thejr deemed it Womkig them, as lost' ^ e^ightened piih^ 
He men, to meet die exigency which had aiaaen in tae wait wi£ the aj^ao- 
priate nseasuue ol i<^ff beeiHise they^felt it dae.tp ihek own ebanUsteiB of 
th^ New £nglal^i pf^t^oaeesSf^ in tnis goveramait, to act towards the new 
states in the gj^nt of a. liberal patt'oniaingy nai^;naius»Mia poKcy. So mndi^ 
Mr, for the cause «A^; and I hope Ihtft hy this tiatie^ air, the lK>npia3^1e gen- 
tian is satisfied; if not, X do nel ka/m wken^ at kouifia wkj/^ he ever 
will be. 

Ha^dng recorred to these two impoitant measttre% in aiiswer lo the putle- 
man's inquiries^ I tamat now beg permis8ii[)ii to wo back to a period statt some- 
. t^ifig eidiear, tor the j^idposa still further of showing how, mueh^^ ndm' 
how little reasctt thece is £Mr the geutieman^s insinuation that pohUcal h<^Mi^ 
or fean% Or parhr associations, were, the grounds of thsse New E^glapd votosL 
And after wlifi^ has been sak^ I hope it may be fotgiveii me if I allnde to 
amtne political opinions ai^ votes of my o^n, oi very little publiQ importaaee^ 
oertainly^ but w^idb, b&m the time at which they we»e given and expressed, 
may pass forgpod witmiEees on this occasion. 

This govemmenti Mr. President, from its origin to the peace of 1815, had 
been too much engrossed with vmioua other important conceme to be able to 
turn ita thoughts inward, and look to the development of its vast i^erna! t»- 
atmrces. In the early pftrt of Presidfint Washi^ton's admhuatration,.!! ytwm 
fiaUj. oocupie4 with <»gantzing the government, providiag fi>r the puUie debt, 
4lsfendin|r the ftontier^ and maintaining domestic peace: Beibie the tenniiui- 
IjUai of that ackainirtratioB, the fires of the French revolution blaaed forth, as 
ftmnunew qpened voleaoG^ and the whole breadth of theeeeai^ did net ess- 
iSft^masak^^mtiaktass^ ^Hie smoke and the emdett readied us^thai^ 
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ttot the buming lava. Dfficdt aad agitatiiig queflticmsy embc^Ta8si6g lor^y- 
cHimadt^ ftnd dividiBg public o^nion, ^raog out of the Bew state of our foiv 
eign rdatioDSy and we^ saooeeded by otbei^ aiKi yel agsm by others, eqiud^ 
embarrasBing, and equally exciting division and discord, through the long ae- 
1109 of twenty years, tiU they fktikj issued in the war with England, Down 
to the ckee of that war, np distinct, mw^ed and deliberate attention had beam 
given, or could have been given, to the int^nal condition of the country, iti 
capacities of improvement^ or the coastitatioDid power of tihe goveromeiit, in 
regard to objects connected with such improvaaEient. 

The peace, Mr. President, brought about an entMy new md a most iateiv 
esting state of' things; it opraed to ns o&er prospects, and 8ugge$ted Other 
duties'; we ourselves were changed, and tJie wik^ world was changed. Tks 
paelftcatiiHi of Eijirc^ after June, 18 Id, assumed a firm and permanent at- 
pect The nations <md^^y man%sted that they were disposed for peace: 
some agitation of the waves might be expected, even after the storm had ^ub- 
aded; but thfi tendency was, letro^gly and rapidly^ towards settled repose. 

It 80 happened, sir, thai I was at ^lat time a member of Congress, and, 
lifae otherS) naturally turned my attention to the oontemplatkm of the newly- 
altered condition of the country, and ci the world. It a{^eafed jAtasJtj 
eof>xt^ to me, as well as to wiser and more expenenced men, taat the pc^icf 
of tbe government would necessarily t^e a start in a new direction ; became 
. new directions trould necetsttrily be given to the pursuits and occupations ij{ 
the people. We had pushed-ota* coB^n^o^ far and fast, under the advimtaaB 
of a neutral flag. But th^re were now no longer ^Eigs, either n^tral or bw- 
garent The harvest of neutrality ha4 been g^at, but we had gatliered it tjL 
With the peace oi Europe, it was obvious th^re would taring up, in her circte 
of nations, a revived and invigorated spirit of ti«de, and a new activity in all 
the business toA obiecfts of dviliied lifs* Herealter, our commercial gains 
were to be earned only by isuccom m a close and intense competition. 'Other 
nations would piodoce i&r thems^es^ and catty fort^emselves, and mantrgia- 
ture for themsdves, to the full est^ of their «li3itie& The crops of our 
piidps would no longer sustam European armies^ nor our ^ps longer simly 
thoee whom war hm rendered unable to snj^ly themsdves. It was dbvions 
that under these drcomslances, tlie cotmtry wodld begin to survey itself aad 
t6 estimate its own CMMkdty of imp^vement And this itaiprovement^ hm 
WW it to be aoooraj^Sshed, and whawaa to accomplish it f 

We were ten or twelve mittimB of pec^le, spread over ahnoafe half a wi»UL 
We were twenty-four states, some stretching aJoi^ tha same sea-board, soma 
aloxig Uie same line of inland frontier, and others on cmposite banks of tke 
same vast rivers. Two considerations at onee presentsd Aemsdvea, in lookhig 
at this state <^ thniga^ with mat force. One was^ that ^lat great bran^^ 
improvement, whidi consisted in furnishing new faefltties of intercourse, neces- 
sarily ran into different states, in every leadh^ mstance, andwoidd benefit the 
citizens c^ all such 9tates. No one state, therefore, in such cases, would as- 
Yume the whole enwnse, nor was the co-operation of several states to be ex- 
pected. Take the instance of the Delaware Breakwater. It will eost several 
millions of mon^. Would Pennsylvania, New Jersey, aad Delaware have 
united to accomplish it at their joint ^>eMe f Oertamiy not, for the sama 
reason. Itcouldnotbedone, therefore, but by the general government. Hia 
same may be said of the large ii^imd undertddng^ except that, i^ theo],gov^ 
ornmeht, instead of bearin^r the wh(^ expense, coK>perateB with oftem to bear 
s part. The o&ereoiMitoation ii) that the United States have the meaak 
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lliey enjoy the revenues derived from commerce, and. th^^taites have np abmfc- 
dant and easy sources of public income. The custom houses fill the g^eral 
treasuT)', while the states hav^ scanty resources^ except by resort to heavy di- 
fect taxes, , 

Under this view of things, I thought it necessary to settle, at Jeast for my- 
«d^ some definite notions, v^ith respect to the powers of government^ in regard 
to internal i^airs. It may not savor too mUch of self-commendation to re- 
mark, that) with this oliject, I considered the constitution, its judicial construo- 
tion, its contemporaneous exposition, and the whole history of the legislation 
of Congress under it; and I arrived at the copclusicm that government h^d 
power to accomplish sundry objects, or aid in theit accomplishment^ which are 
now comn(ionly i^ken of as Internal Improvj^ments. That oont^lusioh, sir, 
may have been right, or it may have been wrong. I am not about to argue 
the groxmds of it at large. I say only that it was adopted^ ai^d acted on, even 
<o early as in 1^16. Yes, Mr. President, i made up my opinion, and deter- 
mined on- my intended course of political conduct on these- subjecti^ in the 
14th Congress in 161-6. And now, Mr. President, I have further to i^y, that 
t made up these opinions^ and entered on this course of p(ditical conduct^ 
Tettcro duce» Yes, sir, I pursued, in all this, a South 0aix)lina track. On 
the 4o<^nes of internal improvement, South Carohna, 9» ^he was then r^re- 
sented m the other house, set f6rth, in 1 81.6, under a ,fr^ and leading breeze; 
fmd I was among the fpUoweis. .But if n^ leader sees new lights and tupis 
-% sharp ^mer, unless I see new lights also, I keep straight on in the sanae 
path.' J repeat) that leading gentkmen from South Carolina, were first and 
. KKremost in behalf of the di^tr];nes (^internal improvements, wh^ those doc- 
triiies first came to be considered said acted upon in Congress. The debate cm 
•the bank question, on the tariff of 1816,. and on the direct tax, will show who 
was who, and what was (What^ at that time. The tariff of 1816, one of the 
plain cases of oppession and usurpation, £rom ^hich, if the government does 
fiot recede, individual states may justly secede from the ^ovemm^^t^ is, bit, in 
truth, a South Carolina tarjfl^ supported by ^uth Carolina votes. But for 
ihose votes, it could not have passed in the form in which it did pass ; wheieaa, 
if it had'depended on Massachusetts votes, it would have beei;^ k)st Does not 
(the honorable gentieman weft know all tlusf There are ^certainly those who 
do full well know it all I do not say this to reproadb South Carolina; I 
only state the fact^ and I thiiJc it will appear to be true, that among the ewr- 
liest and bokleet advocates of the tariff, as a measure oC protection^ and on 
tire express ground of protection, were: leading gentlemen of South Carolina 
in Con^^ess. I did not th^, and cannot now, ^nderstand theii* language in 
any other sense. While tins tariff of 1816 was under discussion in the 
House of Representatives, an honorable gentleman from Georgia, now oi tl^e 
• house, (Mr. F<»sytb,) moved to reduce the pr<^psed duty on cotton. He 
failed by four votes, South Carolina giving three votes (enough to have turned 
the s6aie) against his motion. The act, sir, then passed, and received on ita 
passage the support <^ a majority of the representatives of South Carolina 
present mid voting. This act is ^e first, in the order of those now denounced 
as plain usurpations. We see it daily in the list by the side of those of 13^4 
^and^ 1828, as a case of manifest (^pession, justifying disu^ipn. I put it honie 
to the hanc»«ble member from South Carolina, |hat h^ ow^ state was not 
^ly <Hut and pait" in this measure, but the causa causans. Without her 
•id, this seminal prineide of mischief, this root of upas, could npt have been 
plantad. Ihavealieaayfiaid**iiDdit is tnie^-^^i^ thi|:|u)t proceeded on 



the ground of protection. It inteis^red dkectly wkti existing interests of 
great value and amo'unt It cut up the Calcutta cotton trade by th^ toot^ 
But it passed, nevertheless, and it passed on the principle of' protecting maiiu- 
feetures, on the principle against free trade, on the principle opposed to that 
vjhich lets us alone. 

Such, Mr. President, were the opinions of important and' leading gentlemen 
of- South CaroUna, on the isubject of intemEd improvement, in 18 1 6. I went 
but of Congress the next year, and returning again in 1823, thought I found 
South Carolina where I had left her. I really supposed that all things re- 
mained as they were, and that the South Carohna doctrine of internal im^ 
provements would be defended by the same eloquent voices, and the sam^ 
strong arms, as fonfierly. In the lapse of these six years, it is tme, pohticil 
^associations had assumed a new aspect and new divisions. A party had arisen 
in the south, hostile to the doctrine of internal improvements, and had vigor- 
ously attacked that doctrine. Anti-consohdation was the flag under which 
this party fought, and its supportei^ inveighed against internal improvements, 
much after the same manner in which the honorable gentleman has now in- 
veighed against than, as part and parcel of the system of consolidation. 

Whether this party arose in South Carolina herself or in her neighborhood, 
is more than I knoT^. I tbink the latter. However that may have been, 
there were those found in South Carolina ready to make war upon it, and 
who did make intrepid war upon it Names being regarded as things, in 
fifuch controversies, they bestowed o6 the anti-improvement gentlemen the ap- 
pellatioi;! of radicals. Yes, sir, the name of radicals, as a term of distinction, 
applicable and applied to those who defended the liberal doctrines of internsd 
Improvements, originated, according to the best of my recollection, somewh^^e 
'between North Carohna and Georgia, Well, sir, those mischievous radicals 
were to be put down, and the strong artn of South Carolina was stretched out 
to put them down. About this time, sir, I returned to Congress. The battle 
with the radibab had been fought, and our South Carohna champions of the 
doctrine of internal improvement had nobly maintained their ground, and 
were understood to haye achieved a victory. They had driven back the 
lenemy with discomfiture; ^ thing, by the way, sir, which is not always pei^ 
formed when it ife promised. A gientlemah, to whom I have aheady i^erred 
in this debate, had come into Congress, during my absence from it, frona 
South Carolin2^ and had brought with him a high reputation for abihty^ He 
came from a school with which we had been acquainted, et noscitur a sociis. 
1 hold in my hand, sir, a printed speech of this distinguished gentleman, 
(Mr. McDuFFiK,) **0N internal iMPR0tBMi!NT8," dehvei^ about the period 
to which I now refer, and printed with a few introductory remarks upon con- 
solidation; in which, sir. I think he quite consolidated the arguments of his 
opponents, the radicals, if to crush be to consolidate. I give you a short but 
substantive quotation from these remarks. He is speaking of a pamphlet, then 
recently published, entitled " Consolidation ;" and having alluded to the ques- 
tion of rechartering the former Bank of the United States, he says: "More- 
over, in the eariy history of parties^ and when Mr. Crawford advocated the 
lenewal of the old charter, it was considrred a fedenil measure; which inter- 
nal improvement never was, as this author erroneously states. This latter 
measui'e originated in the administration of Mr. Jefferson, with the appropria- 
tion for the Cumberland road; and was first proposed, as a system, by Mr. 
Odhoun, and carried through the House of Representatives by a large m^ori- 
tyof the republicans, including almost every one of the leading men who 
carried us through the late war." 
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809 theo, intetval ifiiprov^ment k not <me of the federal heieiiei. Om 
fmn^mpk more^ sir, 

*^ The author in quasfkm, not eont^t with denoonciiig as federalisto Gen. 
Jackson, Mr. Adams^ Mr. Calhoiin, and the minority of the South Carolinm 
delegatidn in Congress, modestty extends the denunciation to Mr. Monroe and 
the whole repuhlican party. Here are hk words: ^ During the administra- 
tion of Mr. Monroe, mwAk has passed which the r^uhlican party would he 
glad ta Improve, if they could ! I But the principal feature^ and tliat which 
las chiefly elicited these ohservations^ is the renewal of the btstxm of ish 
VERNAL IMPROVXMSNTS.' Now, this, mcasure was adopted hy a vote <^ 115 
to 86, oi a republican Congress, and sa^tioned by a republican president 
Who, then, is this author, who aasnines the high prerogative of denouncii^ 
in the name ci the republican party, the repuUican administration <^ the 
ODuntiy — a denunciation including within its sweep Calhoun, Lowndes, and 
Cheves; men who will be regarded as the brightest ornaments of South 
Caiolina, and the strcngest pillars of the republi^ pArtj) as long as the late 
war shall be remember^ and talents and patriotism shall be r^»rded aa the 
proper objects of the admiration and gratitude of a free peoplel!" , 

Such are the o^nione^ sir, which were maintained by South Cardlina gen- 
tlemen in the House of RejMesentatiyes on the subject of internal improre- 
loent, when I too^ my seat there as a n^emb^ from Massachusetts, in 182d. 
But mis is not all; we had a bill before us, and passed it 19 that hpuse, en- 
titled ^ An act to procure the necessary surveys, yans, and estimates upon the 
subject of roads and canals.^ It (mUkotizfd the presidmt to cause xtntwyt 
and estimatee to be made of the routes of such roads and canals as ke migkt 
deem of national impoftancs in a eommerekd or military point of view, or 
for the transportation of the mail; and appropriated thirty thousand dc^an 
out of the treasury to defray the expense. This act, though preliminary in 
its nature, covered the whde ground. It took fer granted the complete pow- 
et of int^al improvement, as far as any of its advocates had ever contended 
for it Having passed the othor house^ the bill came up to the Senate^ and 
was here oonndered and debated in April, 1824^ The honorable membec 
from South Carolina was a member of the Senate at that time. While the 
bill was under considefation heie^ a motion was made to add the fdlow^ig 
IMfoviso: — 

** Provided^ That nothing herein contained shaU be construed to afi&rm or 
admit a power in Congress, on their own au^ri^, to make roads or canals 
within any ei the states of the Umon." 

The yeas and nays were taken on this proviso^ and the honorable member 
voted in the negative. The proviso failed. 

A motion was then made to add this proviso^ viz : — ' 

« Provided, That the faith of the United States k hereby pledged, that no 
money shall ever be expended for roads or canals, except it shall be am<»ig 
the several states, and m the same proportion as dh^ect taxes are laid and a»- 
siBSBed by the provisions of the c<H)stitution.'^ 

The honorable memb^ vo<^ apainst this proviso also, and it friiled. 

The bill was then put on its passage, and the honorable rnemb^ voted for 
a, and it passed, and became a law. 

Now, it strikes me, sir, that there is no maintaining these votes but upon 
the power of internal improvem^t, k its broadest sense. In truth, these 
bills for surveys and estimates have always been ocmsidered as test queedons. 
tThey show who is for and who against intanal improv^ooent lliiskw itsdf 
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iNnt'ih# vMe teujlth, and msaama die M aad oooq^idto f&w^tk Th6 g^ft- 
tiQnuoi'B votes austamed th^ power, in every form in which the yanous propo- 
•iftioiiB to amend preseiiled it He went for. the entbe ai^d nnrestrained ai»- 
(bority, without coasulting the states; and without agreeing to^ny proportionate 
di^butkm. And now, so^ me to remind you, Mr. President^ that it is this 
Terj same powetv thus saneticmed) in eveiy form, by the g^deman's own 
O|)inion, that is so plain and manifest a usurpation, Uiat the stote of South 
Carolina is Mippoaed to be justiied in refusing submissiou to any laws carry- 
mg Uie power into effect Trulyt sir, is net this a little tooh^rdf Jlay we 
not crave seme mercy^ under lavo^r and protection of the gentlei^ian's own 
autti^rilg^ I Admitting that a r^ or a canal must be wntten down ittt 
usurpation as ever was committed^ may we find no mitij^(m in our rsef^ect 
Ibr nb place, and his vo|e^ as one that knows the law I 

Th^ tar^ which South Cardma had an efficient hand ip establishing in 
1816, and this asserted power of internal improvement — advanced by her in 
the same year, and^ as we have seen^ apf»oved and sanctioned by her repre- 
aentaitives in 1834, — these two measures ar^ the great grounds on which she 
la now thought to be justified in breaking up the Uni(», if, she sees fit to 
break it ap^ 

I saay now safely say, I think, that we have had the authority of leading 
attd dktiaguished g^itlenien fi:om South Carolina in support of the doctrine 
•f internal improvement I r^eat thal^ i^ to 1824, I, for one, followed 
South Cardina; but when that star in its ascen8i<m veered off in an unez- 
|»eeted direc^on, I velied on its hght no kmger. [Here the Vice Preside!^ 
•aid. Does the Chair undetstand the gendeman fr<»n Massachusetts to say 
that tLepereonnow ooeupying the chair of the Senate has (jianged tiis opin- 
ionaoa the sutject of internal improvements?] From nothing ever said to 
ine^ dr, have I had reason to know oi any diange in the c^inions oi the p«^ 
•on filhng the ehair of the Senate. If such chaise 1ms t^en place^ I r^rot 
it; 1 1^^ generally of the state of South Carolina. Individuals we know 
there aro vrho hold opinions &vomble to the power. An at)plication for its 
exercue in behalf of a publie work in South Carolina itself is pow pehdin^ I 
belkve, in the ether houses presented by members from that state. 

I kwo thus^ sir, perhi^ xtoc without souoe tedionsness of detail, shown thaty 
tf I am in error on the sulject of intermd improvements, how and in what 
eompany I fell itttp Aat er^r. If I am wrong, it is apparent who misled me. 

I go to other remarks o( the honorable member*— and I hjive to o^m^ain 
of an exktire misapprehension of what I said on the subject of the national 
debt — though I can hardly perceive how any one could misund^»tand me. 
What I said was, not that I wished to put off the pigment of tiie debt, but^ 
on the contrary, tiuit I. had alwavs voted fer every measure for its reduction, 
as uniformly as the gentleman himself. He seems to daim the exclusive 
merit of a dbpositiou to reduce the public charge; I do Hot aUow it to him. 
As a debt, I was, I am, for paying it; because it is a charge on our finances, 
and on the industry of the country. But I observed that I thought I per- 
eeived a morbid fervor on that subject; an excessive anxiety to pay off the 
Myt\ not so much because it is a debt simply, as because, while it ksts^ it 
femishes one objection to disunion. It is a tie of common interesit while it 
lasts. I did not impute such motive to the honorable member himself; but 
that there is such a feefing in existence I have not a particle of doubt The 
mestl said waa^ that if one effsct of the debt was to strengthen our Union, 
tfiat eftet itastf was not regretted by me, however much otben might regret 



it T%ie gentiieman has not seen 1m>w io leiplj to this otbarwise than hy^ea^ 
posing me to hstve advaneed the doetruie that a nab'onal debt is a nationai 
blessing* Olliers, I must hope, will find less difficulty in ^dentanding me. 
P distinctly and pointedly cautioned the honofable member not to und^:staiid 
me as expressing an opinion favcH^e to the contiauaace of the debt I fe- 
peated this caution, and repeated it more than onoe — Imt it was thrown 
away. - > . 

On y^t another point I was still tnore unaccountably misunderstood. The 
gentleman had harangued against " conaohdation." I told him, in repfy, that 
there was one kind of consolidation to which I was attached, and tikat was, 
the CONSOLIDATION OF OUR Unioh; and that this was precisely that consoli- 
dation to which I feared others were not attached ; that such ccmsolidation was 
the very end of the constitution — that the leading object, ai tibey had inr 
formed us themselves, which its Iramers had kept in view. I turned to their 
communication, and read their very words, — " the oonsolidataon of the Umoni" 
— and expressed my devotion to thk sort of coiisohdation. I said in tenns 
that I wished not, in the slightest degree, to augment the powers of this gos;- 
enment ; that my object was to preserve, not to enlarge ; and that, by consoli- 
dating the Union, I understood no more than the str^gthening of the Unidi 
and perpetuating it Having been thus expHcit; having thus read, firom the 
printed book, the precise woikIs wkich I adopted, asr ^[pressing my own senti- 
ments, it pissses comprehension, how any man could understand me as con- 
tending for an extenaon of the powers of the gotemment, or for ccaisolidation 
in the odious sense in which it means an accumulation^ in the federal gov^n- 
inent, of the powors properly belonging to the states. . 

I repeat, sir, that^ m adopting the sentiments of the framers of the consti- 
tution, I read their language audibly, and word for word ; and I pointed oat 
the distinction, just as fully as I have now done, between the cOnsohdation of 
the Union and that other obnoxious consolidation which I disi^laimed; and yet 
the honorable g^otleman misunderstood me. The gentleman bad said that 
he wished for no fixed revenue — not ^a shilling. If, by a word, he oould 
convert the Capitol into gold, he would not do it. Why all this few of reve- 
nue? Why, sir, because, as the gentleman told us, it tends to consolidatiop. 
Now, this can mean neither more or less than that a eoim?K)n revenue is a com- 
mon interest, and that idl common interests tend to hold the union of thid 
states together. I confess I like that tendency; if the g^tleman dislikes 
it, he is right in deprecating a shilling's fixed revenue. So much| sir, for con- 
solidation. ^ 

As well as I recollect the course of his .remarks, the honorable gentlemffit 
next recurred to the subject of the tarifil He did notdoubt the word must be 
of unpleasant sound to me, and proceeded, with an eflfort neither new nor at- 
tended with new success, to involve me and my votes in inconsistency and con- 
tradiction. I am happy the honorable gentleman has fumidied me an fxpr 
portunity of a tiihdy remark or two on that subject I was glad he ap- 
proached it, for it is a question I enter upcm without fear from any body. — r 
The strenuous toil of the g^itleman has lien to raise an inconsistency between 
my dissent to the tarifl^ in 1824 and my vote in 1828. It is labor lost He 
pays undeserved compliment to iny speech in 1824; but this is to raipe me 
high, that my fjdl, as he would have it, in 1828 may be the mote signal — 
6ir, there was no fall at all. Between the ground I stood on in 1824 and 
that I took in 1828, there was not only no precipice, but no declivity. It was 
8 change of position, to meet new circumstances, but on t^e same leveL A 



plaki tale elq^flins tiie wbde saaUer. In 1816, 1 liad not aoquiesbed m the 
tftriff, dien supported bj> South Carolina. To some parts of i^ eepedaHy, I 
felt and expressed great lepugoance. I held, the same opinions in 1821, at 
die meeting in Fanenil Hall, to which the gentleman has alluded. I said 
tihen, and eay now, that, as an onginal question, the authoritj of Oongress t6 
exercise tlie revenue power, with <Srect reference to the^protectionof manufee* 
tures, is a questionable^ authorify, far more questionable in my judgment, than 
the power of internal impioven^nts. I must confess, sir, that, inone^respeet, 
some impression has been made on my opinions lately. Mr. Madison's pub^ 
lication has put \he power in a very strong light' He has pkeed it^ I must 
aeknowledgey upon grounds of construction and ai;gUment which seemimpreg^ 
nable. But even if the power were doubted, on the face of the constitutioii 
itself it bad been assumed and asserted in the firet revenue law ever passed 
■fmder the same constitution; and, en this ground, as a matter settled by con*- 
temporaneous practice, I had refrained from expressing the opinion that the ta- 
rMF laws transcended constitittional limits, as the gentleman ^upposes. What I 
did say at Faneuil Pall, as far as I now remember, was, that this was originaHy 
matter of doubtful construction. The gentleman himself, I suppose, thinks tb«^ 
Is no doubt about it, and that the kws are plainly j^aifist the constitution. Mr. 
Madison's letters, already referred to, contain, iu/my judgment, by far the mo^ 
able exposition extant of this part of the constitution. He has satisfied me, so 
far as the practice of the government had left it an open question. 

With a great majority of the representatives of Massachusetts, I voted 
against the tariff of 1824. My reasons were then given, aad I will not now 
repeat ^em* Bilt nothwithstanding our dissent, the great states of New York, 
Pennsylvania, Obio, and Kentucl^ went for the bill, in almost, unbroken 
column, and it passed. Congress and the president sanctioned it, and it b<^ 
came the law of ihe land. What, then, were we to do? Our only option 
was either to faH in witli this settled course of public polipy, and to accommo- 
date ourselves to it as well as we could, or to embrace the South Carolinfit doc- 
trine, and talk of nullifying the statute by state inteifM^ce. 

The last alt^tiative did not suit our principles, aiid, of cou^^ we adopted 
the fi)rm«^ In 1827^ the subject came j^ain before Congress, on a proposi- 
tion '&vorable to wool and woolkms. We looked upon the system of proteb- 
tk>n as being fixed and settled. The kw of 1&24 remained. It had gone 
into fall op^ation, and in regard to some objects- intended by it, perhaps most 
ef them had prodnced all its expected effects. Norman proposed to repeal 
it ^- no man attempted to renew the genend contest on its principle. Bui, 
owing to sabsequent and unforeseen oocurrences, the benefit iiit^ded by it to 
wool and woollen £E^rics had not been realized. Events, not known heate 
when the law passed, and had tak^n place, which defeated its object in that 
particular respect A measure was accordingly brought forward to meet tiiis 
precise deficiency, to remedy this particular defect It was Umited to wool 
and woollens. Was ever any thing more reasonaWef If the policy of the 
tariff laws had become established in prineiple as the permanent policy of the 
government, should they not be revised and am^ided, and mado equal, like 
dther laws, as exigencies riiouki arise, or justice require f . Because we had 
doubted about adopting the system, were we to refuse to otre it6 manifest 
defeicts after it becam^ adopted, and When no one attempted its repeal ? And 
tiiis, sir, is the inconsistency ao much bruited. I had voted against the tar^ 
e£ 1834 — but it passed; and in 1827 and 1828, 1 voted* to amend it in a 
point essential to the interest of my constituents. Where is the incon^tency f 
Could I do otherwise? 
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Bkf does polkKil ^x»|Mleaqr qamt in dwajB pnag iMgntire Totet 
Does it leqniTO of ft pMk mmt to nioae to ooncar in amendii^ laws becmia^ 
Hiej passed agatnst Ub oonaoitl Hftvii^ voted against th^ twiff ongiiiall3r^ 
does coDsiBteticy demand that I should do aU in my pow^ to maintain ai^ 
wieqaal tariff bordensome to my own constituents, in many rei^)eot0^ — fa¥W^ 
Me in none? To consistency of that sort I lay no daim; and there M 
another sort to which I lay as litde — and that i% a kind of consistency l^ 
which persons ^ tbemsdves as modi bound to oppose a proposition after it 
has become the law of the land as before. 

The hill of 1827, limited, as I have said, to the single object in wluieh the 
tariff of 1824 had manifaBdy Med in its ^foct, passed the House oi lU^nre- 
seatatives, but was lost here. We had then the act <^ 1828. I need not 
leoor to t^e history <^ a meaaire so recent Its eiramies spiced it with whatr 
Boever they thot^ht would r^uler it diytastdul; its friends took it» drugged m 
it was. Vast amounts <^ property, many millions, had been invested ia 
tnimufactures^ under the inducements of the act of 1824^ Ey^ts called 
kNidly, I thought for further regulations to secure the degree of pfoteeti^ iar 
to^ded by that act I was dii^)sed to vote for such regulations^ and dei»red 
nothing more; but certiiinly was not to be bantered out of* «ay purpose by a 
threatened augmentation of duty on mdassesy put into t^e bill for the avowed 
purpose of making it obnoxious. The vote may have been right or wkhii^ 
wise or unwise; Nit it is little less thim absurd to allege against it an inooo- 
sistency with o|^>o^timi to the fcmner kw. 

Sit", as to the general subject c^ the iu^ 1 have little lum to sa|^ 
iinother Opportunity may be presented. Iremsdked, tlM other day, lliat th^ 
policy did not begin wiUi us in New Eng^d; and yet, m^ Kew England k 
charged with v^iemenee as being fAvovaMe) or charged with equal vehemenee 
as b^ng unfavorable^ to the tai^' poHcy, just as best scats die time^ place, and 
occasion for making some chai^ against h^. The credulity of the puUie 
hss been put to its extreme capacity of Mbo in^^essi^i r^aitive to h^ conduot 
in this particukr. Through m the south, during the late contest^ it was Hew 
England policy, and a Hew Englawl administration, t^Uit wte inflictk^ tiie 
country with a tariff pcMsf beyond all ^idurance^ while on the othw ^e oi 
the All^hany, even me act of 1828 itself — the very snUimated eswnoe of 
oppressicm, according to soutjiem opinions — was pronounced to be one of 
those blesongs for which the west was indebted to the ^genafons south." 

With large invertments in manu&cturing establishments, and various intep- 
ssts connected with and depei»lent on them, it is not to be espeeted that New 
Engkftnd, any more than other pcntions el the country, will now consect to 
any measures destructive or hi^y dangerous. The duty of the govemmeat^ 
at the present mometit^ would seem to be to preserve, not to destroy ;^ to main- 
tain the pofiitidn which it haa assumed; and for one, I shall foel it an indis- 
pensable obligation to hold it steady, as far as in my power, to that ^;ree 
of protection which it has undertaken to bestow. No more of the tariff. 

Profesmng to be provc^ed by what he chose to consider a chaige made by 
me against South Oarolma, the honorable memb^, Mr. Preddent^ has taken 
up a new emaade against New En^and. Leaving akogetlier &e subject of 
the puUii? lands, in which his sw3oess,p6rhi^ had been neither disdngdiheil 
nor satis&et(»y, and letting go,' aiso, of the tof»e of the tarifl^ he sidli^ forik 
in a general assault on the opimons^ polkks^ and parties of New England, aa 
fliey We beoiexhiytoduithe^huBi thirty yeatt. Thbiinatwdr The <<r-^ 
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low pdicy" oC the pdbBe bnds bsd proved a legal MttfeBmeni in Soodi 

Cafdifta, aii4 was not to be removed. The ^aeeuned poli^" <9f the tariff 
also, had estabHahed the &ct of i^ birth and parentage in the aame state* 
No wcHider^ therefore^ tl^ gentieoaanirished to earry the war, as he expreaaed 
it, into the enemy's country. Prudently willing to quit these subjects, he was 
doubtless deairooa of £Eisteaing others, which could not be tran8fl»*red soi^k of 
Mason and Dixon's line. The politics of New England becaine his theme; 
and it was in this part of his spee^ I tlu^ that he meaaced me with sodi 
lore discomfiture. 

Disoomfitune ! why, sir, when he attaoks any thing wluch I maintain, and 
overthroweit; when he turns the right or left of saj position whieh I take 
up; when he dnves me fft>m any ground I choose to ooeupy, he niay then 
ttdk of dt8comfk»ure^ but iK)t tiH that distant day. Wh^ has he done ? Has 
he maintained hk own chaises? Has he proved what he alleged f Has ha 
tastained himself in his attack on the government, and on the history of the 
Boith, in the matter of the public lan<& ? Has he disproved a fact, ref^ed a 
proposition, weakened an argument maintamed. by sae 9 Has he come witliin 
beat of drum of fmy position _of mine? (^ no; but he has *^ (juried Itie 
war into the eneiv^s country ! " ' Carried ihe yraae mto the enemy's country t 
Y^ sir, and what sort of a war has he made of it ? Why, sir, he has stretched 
a dragnet over the whole surface of perished pamphlets, indiscreet sermons^ 
frothy pan^<»phsy and fuming popular addresses; over whatever like pulpt in 
ks moments <^ alarm, the press in its heats, and parties in ^eir extriavagancefi, 
have severally thrown oSf in times of general eiceitement ^d violence. He 
has thus swept togeth^ a mass of such Siings, as, Imt that they are now okt, 
tiie public health would have recjuired him rath^ to leave in ihdr state ^ 
dispersion. 

For agood long hour or two, we had the unbix)ken {deatara of Hstening 19 
the honomble member, while be recited, with his usual gn6e and spirit, smd wiUi 
evident h^h gvsto, speeches, pamphlets, addresses^ and all that et eettroB of the 
political press^ such as warm heads produce in warm times^ and such as it 
would be *^ discomfiture " indeed for asiy one, whose taste did not d^ight in 
that sort of reading, to be obhged to peruse. This is his wan This is to 
earry the war into tixe enemy's country. It is in an invanon of this sort thai 
he flatters himself with the eiq>ectation of gaining kunds &; to adorn a 
senator's brow. 

Mr. President^ I shall not, it will, I trust,^ not be ncpeoted ihat I should^ 
either now or at fmj thue, sepwate this hmgo into parts, and answer and ex* 
amine it» componentsi I sh^ hardly bestow upon it dl a general remark of 
twa In Uie run of forty years, ur, imder this constitution, we have experienced 
sundry succes ive violent party contests. Party arose, indeed, with the oon^ 
stitution itself, and in some form or c^b&t has att^ded through the greater 
part of its history; 

Whether any other eonatitutioii than the old artides of oonfederation was 
desirable, was itself^ a qu^on on whuh parties divided; if a new constitution 
was A'amed^ what powers should be pfiven to it was another question; and 
whon it had been formed, what was, in &ct^ the just extent of the powers 
actually conferred, was a third. Parties, as we know, existed under llie first 
administration, as distinetly nuorksd as those which manifested themselves al 
ao^ subsequent period. 

The contest imflwdiatdy preceding the pohtieal diaage in 1801, and tha^ 
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a^pdn, whick egdstodiit ihe commencoment of the late war, are ()ther instanoetf 
of party, excitement, of aomething more than usual Btreng^ and intensity. 
In all these (XNiflicts th«^ was, no doubt, much of violence on both and all 
aides. It would be impossible, if one- had a fancy for such emplojmeit, to 
adjust the relative quafUnm of violence between these two contending parties* 
There was enough in each, as must always be expected in popuhu* governments* 
With a great d^ of proper and decorous disous^on there was mingled a great 
deal^ alsot, of declamation, virulence^ crimination, and abuse. 

In regard to any party, probably, at one of the leading epodis in the histoi^^ 
of paiti^ enough may he found to make out another equ^ly inflamed exhi- 
bition as that which tibe honorable member has edified u$. for mjrself, sir; 
I shall not rake among the rubbish of by^^one times to see what I can find, or 
whether I cannot find something by which I can fix a bk)t on the escutcheon 
of any state, any party, or any part of the country. General Washington's 
administration was steadily and zealously maintained, as we all know, by New 
£ngland. It was violently opposed elsewhere. We know in what quarter h4 
}iad the most earnest, constant, and persevaing support, in all his great and 
leading measures. We know where his private and personal character was 
held in ihe highest degree of attachment and veneration ; and we know, too^ 
^here his measures were opposed, his services slighted) and his character 
yillified. 

We know, or we might know, if we turn to the jourriafe, Who expressed 
respect, gratitude, and r^ret, when he retired from the chi^ magistral ; and 
who refused to express either respect, gratitude or regteL 1 sMll not open 
those journals. Publications more abusive or scurrilous never saw the light 
than were sent forth ag^nst Washington, and all his leading measures^ firmn 
presses south of New England ; but I shall not look them up. I employ no 
soav^igers^ — no one is in attendance on me^ tendering such means of retalia- 
tion ; and if there Were, with an ass's load of them, with a bidk as huge as 
that which the gentleman himself has produced, I would not touch one of 
them. I see enough oi the violence of our own times to be no way anxious 
to rescue from Ipcget^ness the extravagances of thnes past. Besid^, what is 
^ this to the present purpose ? It has nothing to do with the public landi^ 
in r^ard to which the attack was begun ; and it has nothing to do with those 
sentiments and opinions, whkh I have thought tend to disunion, imd !^ o€ 
which the honorable member seems to have adopted himself, and undertake* 
to defend. New England has, at times, ^ — so "argues the gentleman, — held 
(pinions as dangerous as those which he now holds. Be it so. But why, 
therefore, does he abuse New England ? If he finds himself countenanced by 
acts of he]% how is it that, while he relies on these acts, he covers, or seeks td 
cover, their authois with reproach ? 

But, sir, i^ in the course of forty years, dierehave been undue ^fervescences 
of party in New England, has the same thing happened no where else f 
Party animosity aad party outrage, not in New England, but elsewhere, 
denounced President Washington, not only as a federSist, but as a tory, a 
British agent, a inan who^ in his high office, sanctioned corruption. But does 
the honorable member suppose that, if I had a tender here, w1k> should* put 
such an, eftusion of wickedness and My in my hand, that I would stand Mp 
and read it against the south ? Parties ran into great heats, £^in, in 1799^ 
What was said, sir, or rather what was not said, in those years, against Johft 
Adain% one of the signers of the Dedaration of Independence, and its admit- 
ted ablest defender on the floor of Congress ? If the gentleman wants to 



iaereasd his stores of party abuse and filthy yiolenoe, if he has a determine 
proclivity to such pursuits, there are tresBores of that sort, south of the Potomac, 
much to hi&tai^, yet untouched^ I-shaU not touch them. 

The parties which divided the country, at the oommencemait of the kte 
war, were violent. But, then, there was violence on both sides, and vidence in 
j^veiy state. Ifinorities and majorities were equally violent There was no 
piore violence against the war in. ISiew Ei^land than in other states; nor «&y 
more appearance of violence, except that, owing to a dense population^ greater 
facility for assembling, and more presses, there may hava been more, in quanti- 
ty, spoken and printed there th^n in some oth^r places. In the Article of 
sermons, too, New England is somewhat more abundant than South GaroHna; 
and for that reason, the chsHice of finding here and there an excepticoiable one 
may be grejd«r. I hope tooy th^e are more good ones. Opposition may 
have been more formidable in New Ei^land, as it embtaeed a larger portion 
of tha whole population; but it was no more unrestrained in its principle, ox 
violent in manner. The minorities dealt- quite a& harshly with their own state 
^veruments as the majorities dealt with the administration here. There, were 
presses on* both sides, popular meetings on both sides, ay^ and pulpits on both 
aides, also. The g^tteman's purveyors have only catered for him among th6 
productions of one side. - I certainly shall not supply the deficiency by furriish- 
iiig samples of the other. I leave to him, and to them> the whole ccmcem. 

it is enough fo^ me to say, that i^ in any part of this, their grateful occttpa- 
tion — if in all th^ researches — they find any thing in the history of Massa- 
chusetts, w New En^and, or in the proceedings of any l^islative or other 
public body, disloyal to the Union, speaking slightly of its value, pioposing- to 
l^r^ak it up, or recomnaending noiirinteFCOurse with neighbormg states, <m 
account of difibrence of poUtical opinion, then, sir,^ I give them ah up to . the 
J^onoraUe gentleman's unrestrained rebuke; expecting, however^ that he will 
extend his buffetings, in like manner^ to all similar proceedings^ wherever else 
found. 

The gentleman, sir, has spoken at large of Icnmer parties, now no longer in 
being, by their received appelliUions, and has undertaken to instruct us, not 
pnly in the knowledge of their principles, but of their rei^pective. pedigrees alsa 
He ha^ ascended to their origin, and run out their g^iiealogies; With most 
exemplary modesty, he speaks of the party to whidi he profasses to have 
belonged himself as the l^ue, pure, the only honest, patriotic party, derived b¥ 
regular deasent, from father to son, from the time of the virtuous Bfomans I 
Spreading before us the family tree of political parties, he takes especial care 
to show himself snugly perched on a popular bough I He iss wakeful to the 
expediency of adopting- sudi rules of descent, hr politkal parties, as shall bring 
him in, in exclusion of others, as an heir to the inheritance of all public "virtue^ 
and all true political princijJes, His doxy is always orthodoxy. Heterodoxy 
is confined to his opponents. He spoke, sir, g( the federalists, and \ thought I 
0aw some eyes begin to open and stare. a Httle, when he ventured on that 
ground. I expected he would draw his dcetdies rather lightly, when he 
K)oked on the circle round him, and especially if he should east his thoughts 
to the h^h places out of the Senate. Neverthdees, he went back to Rom% 
0d annum urhucondita^ and found the fathers of the federalists in the prints- 
vA aristocrats of that renowned empire ! He traced the flow of federal Uood 
down through snooeasive ages and centuries, till he got into the veins of iihs 
An^ecican tones, (of wb(»B, by the way, i^et% were twenty in ^e Carolina* 
ffff 9v^ kk MaaiiMhuset^) , From the t(»ies, he followed it to the fedecalista; 



inid M t^ fedflffd pArty iM kdien Tip^ and tkeM iRr» TO 
iBittkig k fiutfaer an iHm fide «>f the A^uitk^ he Meios U^ Imre dkoovered ^4 
it has gone o% ooUateally, though against all ^he cflEmns of descent, into t^ 
altcas of France, and finally begone extu^nished, l&e exploded gas, osong 
the adherents <^ Don M%ueL 

ThiS| shv is an ai)Btrad; oC the goi^emi^'s histoiy of fed^vliim. I aranol 
aboirt to oontrc^TM it It is not, at preeent, worth ihd pams of re^itationi 
because, siiv if at this day one feels the sin <^ fedaidism lying heavily on his 
conscience^ he can easify obtain nemiaBion. He may even have an indulgi^ce, 
tf he is desirous of rep^Btkig the transgreoditHi. It isan affiur of no ditHculty 
to get into this same right line oi patriotie descent A imm, nowadays, is at 
Mbeity to choose his political parei^age* H^ mi^ elect his own fkther. 
Federaliat or net, he may, i£ he choosy daim to belong to the favored stock, 
and his ckum will beallowed. He naay csny bade his pretensicMM just as fat 
m the honorable g^tlemaahiBiself ; nay, he may make Inms^ out the hon- 
oiable geodenaan's ceusso, and prove satkfiietcnily that he is descesided hixA 
tbeeune political greatrgrandikther, AM this is allowable. We tM Imow a 
process, sir, by wh^h the whole Essex Junto could, in one honr, be alf wa^ed 
white fifom their andent federalism, and come ^ut every one oi them, an ang- 
iail dfflnocifat, dyed in the wod I S<Hne of them have actoally nndei^ne the 
(^)eratioti, and they say it is quite eaiiy. The only inconvenience it occasioBB^ 
m they teM us, is aslight tend^cy of the bided to the iu», a soft suflusion, 
whidi, however, ia veiy transient, ftince nothing is said calcak^ to deepen the 
lied on the cheek,^ but a prudent ayenoe observed in r^ard to all the past 
Indeed, sir, some smiles of approbation have been bestow^, and some crumbs 
of con^K»t have Men, not a tJiousand miles from the door of the Hartford 
Oonvention itsd£ And if the anthoi^ of the ordinance of 1787 possesBed the 
other requisite quaMcadons, there » no knowmg^ notwithstandhig his federal- 
ism, to what h^hts of &ror he migbtlaci yet attain. 

Mr. President, in carrying his warfare, such as it was, into New England, 
tiiehonort^e^tieman' all liksig pn^asses to be acting on the defei^e. He 
deaires to consider me as havii^ assailed South Carouna, and insists that he 
eomes ferth o|ily in her e^mipion, and in her defence. Sir, I do not admit 
that I made «nj attack whatever on South Carolina. Notliing like it The 
honorable meniber, in his fin^ speech, expressed o{Hni<nis, in re^^ to revrame^ 
aikl some other topics, which t heard both with pak and surprise. I UM the 
gentleman that I was awaie that such sentiments were entaiained our of (iie 
govemmsnt, but had not expected to &id them advanced in it; that I knew 
were were persons in the south who speak of our Union wkh ind^renoe, or 
doubt, taking pains to magnify its evils, and to say no^img of its benefits; 
that ih» honorable m^nber himself I was sure, coiUd nevi^ be one of these; 
and I r^i«tted the expression of such c^unions as he had avowed, because I 
thought ^ir obvious taidency was to encoun^ fedings of disrespect to the 
Union, and to weaken its connection. This, sir, is the sum and substance of all 
I isaid on the sdbject And this constitutes the attach whidt called on the 
diivaby of the gentleman, m bis opinion, to harry us with such a forage among 
tiie party pamphlets and party pt)ceedi]^ of MasMchusetts. If he means 
that I moke w^ dissidisfiK^on or disrespect of the ebullitions of individuidi 
in Sou» Carolina, it is true. Put, if he means ihs^ I had assailed the cbar^ 
aeter of the state, her honorj or patriotism, that I had reflected on her lustory 
ar her conduct, he had not the shghtest ground for any sndi assumption. I 
iUd Jioi ofen i«&i^ I thiid^ in my obBorvwott^ io^ any coU^^ 
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J said noting pfftex<eoeot eontnaUoiB. I^olse iathemoiBt guarded and 
careful maBoer, aad onlf ^preased my fegret lor the pu|>lkayoii of opimona 
which I preeumed tbs hoocm^ble member c^H^poved ae much as mjddL Im 
this, it ae^Dfl^ I was mwtakeiL 

I do not remem})er that the gentlemaa has disdttmed any eentipieiity or 
any (pinion, of a supposed aati-Unioti teodeney, whioh on all or any of the 
recent occasioBs has been eiziaeaBed. The whoie drift of his i^ieech has been 
zather to prove^ that, in divers tim^ and manners, sentiments equally liable to 
objection ha^e been j^mulgated in New Si^faindL Asd one would suppose 
ihat his object, in this re^nce to Maaaach^tts, was to find a pecedent to 
Justify proce^dli^ in the south, were it not for the reproadi and c(mtumdj 
with which he labors, all aioag, to load his pxecedents. 

By way of d^endii^ SoiUii Carolina worn what he ck)06e8 to think an 
attack on her, he first quotes the isxalnple of Massachusetts, and then denoun- 
iDm that example^ in good set terms. This twofold purpose^ not very consistent 
with itself, one would thii^ was exhibited more than once in the coufse of 
his speech. He referred, for instance, to the Hartford Convention. Did ho 
do this for authority, or for a topic of repro^? ' Apparently for both; for he 
told us that he should find no &uH with the n^re feet of holding such a 
«>nyeati(Hi, and considering and discussing such questions as he supposes were 
then and there discussed; but what rendered it ol)noxioUs iras the time it was 
hold^ and the circumstances of the country ^en isxisdng. We w^^ in a 
wai^ he said, and the country needed all our aid; the hand of government 
fequired to be str^igthened, not weakened; and patriotism raipuld have 
postponed such proceedmgs to another day. The tiling itself^ then, k a pre- 
aedettt : the time and mann^ of it, only, subject of censure. 

Now, sir, I so much ferther^ on this point, than the honoraUe member. 
Supposii^, as the gentleman seems to^ that, the Hartford Convention ass^n- 
Vkd for a^y such purpose as breaking up the Union^ because they thought 
unconstittttu>nal laws nad been passed, or to concert on that sul^t, or to 
^akulate the value of the Unicm; supposing this to be th^ purpose, or any 
pari of it, then I say the meeting itself was disloyal, and obnoxious to cctasure, 
whether heki in time of peace, or time of war, or under whatever circumstan- 
ces. The material matter is the object Is dissdiution the object! If it be, 
external circumsti^nces may make it a mcnre or less aggravated case, but cannot 
affect the principle. I do not hold, tiieref<»e, that the Hartford Convention 
was pah^nable, even to the extent of tii&gentlaiian's admission, if its objects 
were really such as have been imputed to it. Sir, there never was a tinie, 
vnder any depee oC excitement, in which the Hartford Conv^tion, or any 
other convention, could maintam itiself one mooEient in New England, if assem- 
bled for any such purpose as the gmitleman says would have been an allowable 
purpose. To hpla conventions to decide questions of constitutional law I to 
try Uie validity of statutes^ by votes in a conventicm ! Sir, the Hertford Con- 
vention, I presume^ would not desire that the hoooial^ gentleman should be 
their defender or advocate^ if ha pats their case upcm such untenable and 
eitravagmit grounds. 

Then, sir, tiie gentleman has no fiinlt to find wiHi these reototly-promulga- 
t#d South Carolina optnions. And, certainly, he need have none; for his own 
sentiments^ as now advanced, and advanced on r^ection, as far as I have been 
able to comprdiend thenvgo the full length of aU thetfe (qnnions. I propose^ 
sir, to say something on these^ and to ooni^ler how fir theyare just and con- 



pljtutioBal, B@foi>e d^itg t^ bow^yer, M me observe^ tlMit tiie eulogitna 
pio^ouDoed on the chamcter of the st^te of South Cwc^ft, by tile honora- 
ble gentleman, for her revplutionaiy an4 other merits, meete n^j lieartj con- 
currence. I shall not acknowledge that the hcmorable -member eoes before 
me in regard £^r whatever of duSinguiahed^ent or disdngmshed character 
South Carolina has produced^ I claim part of the honor, I partake in the 
pride, of her gre^U^ nftmes. I claim them for ooufttrjmen, one and alL The 
liaurenses, the Butledge% the Pinckney% the. Sumptere, the Marions — Ameri- 
cans all-^wl;^os0 fame is po more to be hemmed in by* state lines than their 
talents and their patriotism were <cj^able of being circum^ribed within the 
same, narrow hmits. In their day and generatiQit^ they senred and lionored 
the country, and the whple country; and their renown is of the treasures of 
the whole country. Him whose honored name the gentleman himself bears 
— does he suppose me less capable of gratitude far his patriotism, or sympa* 
thy for his.^erings, than if his eyes bid&rst opened upon the light in Mas- 
sachusetts instead of South CaiolinaJ , Sir, does he suppose it is in his power 
to exhibit a Carolina name so bright as to produce eiivy in my bosom ? No, 
sir, increased gratification ^d delight, rather. 

Sir, I thank God that if I am ^fted with little of the spirit which is said 
to be able to. raise motrals to the skie^ I have yet none, as I trust, of that other 
^iiit ,which would drag angels down. When I shall be found, sir, in my 
place here in the Senate, or eisewh^^^ to sneer at public merit, because it hap- 
pened to spring up beyond th^ Iktle hnliti of my own state, or ne^hborhood ; 
when I refuse, for any Buchcause, or for any oause, the homage due to Ameri- 
can talent, to elevated patriotism, to sincere devotion to hberty and the coun^ 
try; or if I, see an uncommon endowmetit of Heaven.'^if I see extrstordinary 
capacity and virtue in wiy son of the south, apd i^ moved by local prejudice, 
or gangrened by state jealousy, I get up here to abate the tithe of a. hair froit 
his just character and just iemo^ — may my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth! Sir, let me recur to pleasing recoUections ; let me indulge in refresh- 
ing remembrance of the past; let me remind you that in early tim^ no state's 
cherished greater harmony, both of principle And feeling, than Massachusetts 
and South Carolina. Would to God . that harm<my might again returil. 
^boulder to shoi44er itey went Uirough the revolution ; hi^id in hand they 
sto<?d round the administcation of Washington, and felt his own great ana 
loan on them for support Unkind feeling, if it exist, alienatipn, and distru^ 
are the growth, unnatural to such soils, of false principles since sown. They 
ar,e weeds, the seeds of which that same great arm never scattered, 

Mr. President, I shall enter on no encomium upon Masdaohu^etts — she 
needs none, Theo^^ahe is-*- behdd her, and judge for yourselvesi There is 
her history — the world knows it by heart The past, atlwtetyis secure. 
There is Boston, and Concord, and Lexington, and Bunker Hill; and there 
they will remain forever. The hon^ of her sons, fallen in the great struggle ' 
fbr independence^ now lie mingled with the soil of every 'state from New Eng- 
land to Georgia^ and there t&y will lie forever. And, sir, where American 
liberty raised its ifirst voice, and where its youth was nurtured and sustained, 
there it still lives, in the stren^h of its manhood, and full of its original spirit 
If discord and diBunion . shaU wotmd it; if folly. and madness, if uneasiness 
under salutary and necessary restraint, shall succieed to separ^e it from that 
Union by which alone its existence is made sure, — it will stand, in the etd, 
by th<9 side oi that cradle in which its infancy was rocked ; it wilL stret^^ 
(orth its arm, with whatever vigor it may still retain, over lie friends who 
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jptibier around it; and it wIH fall at last^ if fall it must^ amidst. the proudesl 
monuments of its glory, and on the yery spot of its ori^n. 

Th^ere yet remains to be performed, Mr. President, by far the most graTe 
md important duty ; which I feel to be devolved on me by this occasion. It 
is to state, and to defend, vhat I conceive to be the true principles of the coit- 
stitution under which we are here assembled. I might wdl have desired 
that so weighty a task should have fallen into other and abler hands. I could 
have wished that it should have been executed by those whose character mifl 
experience give weig)it and influence to their opinions, such as cannot possibly 
belong to mine. But, sir, I have met the occasion, not sought it; and I shall 
proceeid to state my own sentiments, without challenging for them any parti- 
cular regard, with studied plainness and as much precision as possible. 

I understand the honorable gentleman from oouth Carohna to maintain 
that it is a right of the state legislatures to interfere, whenever, in their judg- 
ment) this governudent transcends its constitutional limits, and to arrest the 
operation of its laws. 

I understand him to maintain this right ad a right existing under the con- 
stitution, not as a right to overthrow it, on the gro^und of extreme neceBsitji 
such as would justify violent revolution. 

I understand him to maintain an authority, on the part of the states, tl^uB 
to interfere, for the purpose of correcting the exercise of power by the general 
govermnent^ of checking it, and of compelling it to conform to tiheir opinion 
of the extent , of its power. 

I understand him to mamtain that the ultimate power of judging of the 
constitutional extent of its own authority is not lodged exclusively, in the 
general government or any branch of it; but that, on the contrary, the 
states may lawfully decide for themselves, and each state for itself 
wbether, in a given case, the act of the general government transcends its 
power. 

I undertand him to insist that, if the exigency of the case, in the opinion 
of any state government, require it, such state government may, by its own 
sovereign authority, annul an act of the general government which it deema 
plainly and palpably unconstitutionaL 

This is the sum of what I understand from him to be the South Carolina 
doctrine. I propose to consider it, and to compare it with the constitution. 
Allow me to say, as a preliminary remark, that I call this the South Carolimis 
doctrine, only because the gentleman himself has so denominated it I do 
not feel at liberty to say that South CaroUna, as a state, has ever advanced 
these sentiments. I hope she has not, and never may. That a great majority 
of her people are opposed to the tariff laws is doubtless true. That a majority 
ty, somewhat less than that just mentioned, conscientiously believe these lawi 
unconstitutional, may probably be also true. But that any majority holds to 
the right of direct state interference, at state discretion, the right of nullify- 
ing acts of Congress by acts of state legislation, is more than I know, and 
what I shall be slow to believe. 

That there are individuals, besides the honorable gentleman, who do msish 
tain these opinions, is quite certain. I recollect the recent expression of a 
sentiment which circumstam^es attending its utterance and pubHcation 
justify us in supposing was not unpremeditated -^ ^ The sovereignty of the 
state; never to be controlled, construed, or decided on, but by her own feelingi 
of honorable justice." 

[Mr. Hayne here rose^ and said, thal^ for the pnipoee of being clearly un- 
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^tentood, lie would state that his proposition was in the words of the Yirginia 
resolution, as follows: — 

• That this Assembly doth explicitly and peremptorily deebre, that it views 
ite powers oi the federal government^ as resulting from the compact, to which 
tihe states are parties, as limited by the plain sense and intention of the instru* 
Inent oonstittiting that compact^ as no further v^d thto they are authorized 
by the grants enumerated in that compact; and that, in case of a deliberate^ 
palpable, and dangerous exercise of other powers not granted by the same 
<K>mpact) the states who are partiei^ thereto have the fight and are in duty 
bound, to interpose for arresting the progress of the evil, and fer maintaining^ 
Withm their respective limits, Sue authorit^ies^ rights, ai^d libaties pertaining 
to them."] 

Mr. Webster resumed : — 

I am quit^ iiware, Mr. President, of the existence of ihe resolution which 
fite gentleman read, and has now repeated, and that he relies on it as his ao- 
thority, I know the source, too, from which it is undertsOod to have pro* 
cifteded. I need not say, that I have much reispect for the constitutional opin- 
ibils of Mr. Madison ; they would Weigh greatly with me, always. But> be- 
fore the authority of his opinion be vouchSi for the gentleman^s propo6iti<»^ 
it will be proper to consid^ wl^t is the fair interpretation of that resolution, 
to which Mr. Madison is understood to have given his sanction. As the gen- 
tleman construes it, it is an authority for him. Possibly he may not have 
adopted the right construction. That resolution declares, tkat in the ca»e of 
the dangerous exercise of powers not granted by the general povemment, 
^e states may interpose to arrest the progress of the evil. But how inter- 

Sise? and what does this declaration purport? I>oes it mean no more than 
at there may be extreme cases in which the people, in any mode of asem- 
liling, may resist usurpation, and relieve themselves fix)m a tyrannical govern- 
ment ? No one will deny this. Such Resistance is not only acknowle^ed to 
be just in America, but in England also. BlackstoiM admits as much, in the 
theory and practice, too, of thd English constitution. We, sir, who oppose 
&e Carolina doctrine, do not deny that the people may, if they choose, throw 
off any government, when it becomes oppressive and intolerable, and erect a 
better in its stead. We all know that civil institutions are established for the 
public benefit, and that^ when they cease to answer the ends of their existence 
fliey may be changed. 

But I do not understand the doctrine now contended for to be that which, 
for l3ie sake of distinctness, we may call the right of revolution. I nnder- 
fiitand the ^ntleman to maintain, that without revolution, without civil com- 
motion, without rebellion, a remedy for supposed abuse and transgression of 
the powers of the general government lies in a direct appeal to the mterfe^ 
CTJce of tiie state governments. [Mr. Haynb here ros^: He did not con- 
tend, he said, for the mere right of revolution, but for the right of constitu- 
tional resistance. What he maintained was, that^ in case of a plsnn, palpable 
violation of the constitution by the general government^ a state may inter- 
pose; %nd that this interposition is constitutional.] 

Mr. Webster resumed : — 

ISo, sir, I understood the geoitleman,' and am happy to find that I did noi 
misunderstand him; What he contends for is, that it k constitution^ to itt- 
terupt the administration of tite coniE(titution itself, in tiie hands of those who 
are chosen and sworn to administer it, by the direct interf^^nce, in form of 
hiWj <xf IJM states^ in virtue of ilreir sovereigti capacity. The inher^it rightia 
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ike people to refonn their government I do not deny; and that they have 
another right, and that is, to resist unconstitutional laws without overturning 
the government It is no doctrine of mine, that unconstitutional laws bind 
the f^ple. The great question is, Whose prerogative is it to decide on the 
eonatitutionaHUy or imconstitutionaUiy of the laws? On that the main de- 
bate hinges. The proposition that, in case of a supposed violation of the con- 
stitution by Congress, the states have a constitutional right to interfere, and 
ttnnul the law of Congress, is the proposition of the gentleman; I do not ad- 
mit it If the gentleman had intended no more than to assert the right of 
revolution for justifiable cause, he would have said only what all agree to. — 
But I cannot conceive that tliere can be a middle course between submis- 
sion to the laws, when regularly pronounced constitutional, on the one hand> 
and open resistance, which is revolution or rebellion, oi^ the other. I say Hie 
right of a state to annul a law of Congress cannot be maintained but on the 
ground of the unalienable right of man to resist oppression; that is to say, 
upon the ground of revolution, 1 admit that there is no ultinaate videni 
remedy, above the constitution, and in defijmce of the constitution, which may 
be resorted to, when a revolution is to be justified. But I do not admit that 
undar the constitution, and in conformity^ with it^ th^re is any mode in which 
a state government, as a member of the Union, can interfere and stop the pro- 
gress of the general government, by force of her own laws, under any cir- 
cumstances whatever. 

This leads us to inquire into the origin of this government, and the source 
of its power. Whose agent is it ? Is it the creature of the state legislatures, 
or the creature of the people ? If the government of the United States be 
the agent of the state governments, then they may control it, provided they 
can agree in the manner of controUing it; if it is the agent of the people^ 
then the people alonecan control it, restrain it, modify or reform it It is ob- 
servable enough, that the doctrine for which the honorable gentleman con- 
tends leads him to th0 necessity of m^ntaining, not only that this general 
government is the creature of the states, but that it is the creature of each of 
3ie states severally; so that each may assert the power, for itself of determin- 
ing whether it acts within the limits of its authority. It is the servant of four 
and twenty masters, of different wills a^^ different purposes; and yet bound 
to obey all This absurdity (for it seems no less) arises from a misconception 
as to the origin of this government, and its true character. It is, sir, i3[ie peo- 
ple's constitution, the people's government; made for the people; made by the 
people ; and answerable to the people. The people of the United States have 
declared that this constitution shall be the supreme law. We must either ad- 
mit the proposition, or dispute their authority. The states are imquestionably 
sovereign, so far as their eovereig^nty is not affected by this supreme law. Thtf 
state legislatures; aspolitical bodies, however sovereign, are yet not soverdgn 
over the people. So far as the people have given power to the general gov- 
emm.ent, so fkr the grant is unquestionably good, and the government holds 
of the people, and not of the state governments. We are all agents of the 
same supreme power, the people. The general government and me Mte gov- 
ernments derive their authority from the same source. Neither can, in rela- 
tion to the other, be called primary ; though one is definite and restricted, and 
Khe other general and residuary. 

The national government possesses those powers which it can be shown the 
people have conferred on it, and no more. All the rest belongs to the stata 
governments, or to the peoj^o themsdves. So fiir as the peopfe have restrain- 
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ed state soyereignty bj the expression of their will, in the oonstitation of tbe 
United States, so tar, it mttst be admitted, state sovereignty is effectually con- 
trolled. I do not contend that it is, or ought to be, controlled further. The 
sentiment to which I have referred propounds. that state sovereignty is only to 
be controlled by its own "feelings of justice;" that is to say, it is not to be 
controlled at all; for one who is to follow his feelings, is under no legal oon- 
troL Now, h«)wever men may think this ought to be, the fact is, thst the peo- 

?le of the United States have chosen to impose control on state sovereignties, 
'he constitution has ordered the matter difierently from what this opinion an- 
nounces. To make war, for instance, is mi exercise of sovereignty; but the 
constitution declares that no state shall make wai*. To C9in money is another 
exercise of sovereign power; but no ^te is at Uberty to coin money. Agidn: 
the constitution'says, tnat no sovereign state shall be so sovereign as to make a 
treaty. These prohibitions, it must be coilfessed, are a control onythe state 
sovereignty of South Carolina, as well as of the other states, -j^rhich does not 
arise "from feelings of honorable justice.", Si^h an opinion, therefore, is in 
defiance of the plainest provisions of the constitution. 

There are other proceedings of public bodies whidi have already been al- 
luded to, and to which I refer again for the purpose of ascertaining more ful- 
ly what is the length and breadth of that doctrine, denominated the Carolina 
doctrine, which the honorable member has now stood up^on this floor to 
maintain. 

In one of them I find it resolved that " the tariff of 1828, and every other 
tariff designed to promote one branch of industry at the expense of othens 
is contrary to the meaning and intention of the federal compact; and as such 
a dangerous, palpable, and deliberate usurpation of power, by a d^rmined 
majority, wielding the general government beyond the Hmita of its delegated 
powers, as caUs u^n the states which compose the suffering minority, in their 
povere^ capacity, to exercise the powers which, as sovereigns, necessarily de- 
volve' upon them, when their compact is violated." 

Observe, ^ir, that this resolution holds the tariff of 1828, and every other 
tarifl^ designed to promote one branch of industry at the expense of another, 
to be such a dangerous, palpable^ and deliberate usurpation of power, as calls 
upon the states, in their sovereign capacity, to intafere, by their own power. 
This denunciation, Mr. President, you will please to observe, includes our old 
tariff of 1816, as well as all others; because that was established to promote 
the interest of the manufacturers of cotton, to the manifest and admitted injuiy 
of the Calcutta cotton trade. Observe, again, that all the qualifications are 
Here rehearsed, and charged upon the tariff, which are necessary tp bring the 
case within the gentleman-s prc^)Osition. The tariff is a usurpation; it is a 
dangerous usurpation; it is a palpable usurpation ; it is a dehberate usurpa- 
tion. It is such a usurpation as calls upon the states to exercise their right 
of interferance. Here is a case, then, within the gentleman's principles, and 
all his quahfications of his principles. It is a case for action. The constitu- 
tion is plainly, dangerously, palpably, and deliberately violated; and the states 
must interpose their own authority to arrestthe law. Let us suppose the 
state of South Carohna to express this same opinion, by the voice of her le- 
gislature. That would be very imposing; but what then? Is the voice of 
one state conclusive ? It so happens Uiat, at the very moment when Sduth 
Carolina resolve^ that the tariff kws are unconstitutiona], Pennsylvania and 
Kentucky resolve exactly the reverse. They hpld those laves to be both high- 
ly proper and strictly consUtutionaL And now, sii^ how does lihe hononwl* 
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ibember propose to deal with tliis case? How does he get out of this diffi- 
culty, upon ^j, principle of his? His construction gets us into it; how does 
he propose to get us out ? 

hi . Carolina, the tariff is a palpable, deliberate usurpation; Carolina, there- 
fore, may nullify it, and refuse to pay the duties. In rennsylvania, it isboui 
clearly constitutional and highly expedient; and there the duties are to be 
paid. And yet we live under a government of uniform laws> and under a 
constitution, too, which contains an express provision, as it happens, that all 
duties shall be equal in all the states ! Does not this approach absurdity ? 

K there be no power to settle such questions, independent of either of the 
states, is not the whole Union a rope of sand? Are we not thrown back again 
precisely upon the old confederation ? 

Iti is too plain to be argued. Four and twenty mterpreters of constitution- 
al law, each with a power to decide for itself and none with authority to bind 
anybody else, and this constitutional law the only bond of .their union 1 What 
is such a state of things but a mere connection during pleasure, or, to use^ the 
phraseology of the times, dnring feeling f And that feeling, too, not the feel- 
ing of the people who established the constitution, but the teeling of the state 
governments. 

In another of the South Carolina addresses, having premised that the crisii 
requires ^ all the concentrated energy of passion," an attitude of open resis- 
tance to the laws of the Union is advised. Open resistance to the laws, then, 
is the constitutional remedy, the conservative power of the state, which the 
South Carolina doctrines teach for the redress of political evils, real or imagi- 
nary. And its authois further say that^ appealing with confidence to the 
constitution itself to justify their opinions, they cannot consent to try their ac- 
curacy by the courts of justice. In one sense, indeed, sir, this is assuming an 
attitude of open resistance in favor of hberty. But what sort of liberty ? The 
liberty of establishing their own opinions, in defiance of the opinions of all 
others; the liberty of judging and of deciding exclusively themselves, in a 
matter in which others have as much right to judge and decide as they ; the 
liberty of placing their opmions above the judgment of all others, above the 
laws, and above the constitution. This is their hberty, and this is the fair re- 
sult of the proposition contended for by the honorable gentleman. Or il may 
be more properiy said, it is identical with it, rather than a result from it In 
the same publication we find the following: ** Previously to our revolution, 
when the arm of oppression was stretched over New England, where did our 
northern brethren meet with a braver sympathy than that which sprung from 
the bosom of (Jarolinians ? We had no extortiony no oppression^ no collision 
with this king's ministers, no navigation interests springing up, in tnvious 
rivalry if EnglandT 

This seems extraordinary language. South Carolina no collision with the 
king's ministers in 1775! no extortion! no oppression! But, sir, it is also 
most significant language. Does any man doubt the purpose for which it 
was penned ? Can any one fail to see that it was' designed to raise in the 
reader's mind the question, whether, at this timCy — that is to say, in 1828, — 
South Carolina has any collision with the king's ministers^ any oppression, or 
extortion, to fear from England ? whether, in 3iort, England is not as natural- 
ly the friend of South Carohna as New England, with her navigation inter- 
ests springing up in envious rivalry of England ? 

Is 11 not strange, sir, that an intelligent man in South Carolina, in 1828, 
should thus labor to prove, that in 1776, there was no hostihty, no ctnise of 
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iiar» between South CaroHBa and England? that she had no oooasion, in re^ 
tiHienoe to her own interest, or from a regard to her own wdfare^ to take up 
arms in the revolutionary contest ? Can any one account for the expression or 
meh strange sentimeBtSi and their circulation through the state, otherwise than 
by suppo^ng the object to be^ what I have already intimated, to raise the 
^uesticm, if they had no " collision '' (mark the expression) with the ministers 
ef King George l^e Third, in 1775, what collision have they, in 1828, with 
the ministers of King George the Fourth ? What is there now, in the exist- 
ing state of things, to separate Carolina from Old, more, or rather less, than 
ftmn New England ? 

Resdutions, sir, have been recently passed by the legislature oi South Caiv 
olina. I need not refer to them ; they go no further than the honorable gen- 
tleman himself has gone — and I hope not so far. I content myself there- 
£»re, with debating the matter with hun. 

And now, sir, what I have first to say on this object is, that at no time, and 
under no circumstances, has New England, or any state in New England,- <» 
^y respectable body of persons in New England, or any public man of stand- 
ing in New England, put forth such a doctrine as this Carolina doctrine. 

The gentleman has found no case — he can find none — to support his own 
opinions by New England authority. New En^and has studied the constitu- 
tion in other schools, and under other teachers. She looks upon it with other 
regards, and deems more highly and reverently, both of its just authority and 
its utility and excellence. The history of her legislative proceedings may be 
traced — the ephemeral effusions of temporary bodies, called together by the 
excitement of the occasion, may be hunted up — they have been hunted up. 
The opinions and votes of her public men, in and out of Congress, may be 
explored ^ — it will all be in vain. The Carolina doctrine can derive fix)m her 
neither countenance nor support. She rejects it now J she always did reject 
it The honorable member has r^erred to expressions on the subject of the 
embai^ law, made in this place by an honorable and venerable gentleman 
(Mh. Hillhouse) now favoring us with his presence. He quotes that distin- 
guished senator as saying, that in his judgment the embargo law was uncon- 
imtutionaJ, and that, therefore, in his opinion, the people werer not bound to 
obey it 

That, sir, is perfectly constitutional language. As unconstitutional law is 
not binding; hvi then it does not rest wtth a resolution or a law of a state 
legislature to decide whether an act of Congress be or be not constiPutionaL 
An unconstitutional act of Congress would not bind the people of this Dis- 
trict although they have no legislature to interfere in their behalf; and, on 
the other hand, a constitutional law of Congress does bind the citizens of 
every state, although all their legislatures should undertake to anuul it, by act 
or resolution. The venerable Connecticut senator is a constitutional lawyer, 
of sound principles , and enlarged knowledge; a statesman practiced and ex- 
perienced, bred in the company of Washington, and holding just views upon 
the nature 6f our governments. - He believed the embargo uncoiistitutional, 
wid so did others; but what then ? Who did he suppose was to decide that 
question ? The state legislature ? Certainly not No such sentiment ever 
escaped hia lips. Let us follow up, wr, this New England opposition to the 
embargo laws; let us trace it, till we discern the principle, which controlled 
and governed New England throughout the whole course of that opposition. 
We shall then see what similarity there is between the New England school 
of constitutional opinions and this modem Carolina school. The^gentleman^ 
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I think, read a petition from some single individual, addraeaed to tib legidar 
tore of Massachusetts^ asserting the Carolina doctrine — that is. the right of 
state interfer^ce to arrest the laws of the Union, The fate of that petition 
shows the sentiment of the legislature. It met no favor. The opinions of 
Massachusetts were otherwise. They had, been expressed in 1798, in answer 
to the resolutions oi Virginia) and she did not depart from them, nor bend 
them to the times. Misgoverned, wronged, oppressed, as ahe felt herself, t^ 
be, she still held fast:, her integrity to the Union. The gentleman may find in 
her proceedings much evidence of dissatisfaction with the measures of goii- 
emment^ and great and deep dislike, she claimed no right still to sever asundh 
der the bonds of the Union. There waa heat> and there was anger in her 
political feeling. Be it so. Her heat or her anger did noi^ nevertheless^ be^ 
tray her into infidelity to the goverument The gentleman labors to prove 
that she disliked the embargo as much as South Carolina dislikes the taril^ 
and expressed her dislike as strongly. Be it bo; but did she propose thfi 
CaroLiwk remedy^ Did she threaten to interfere^ hy ste^te o^uihority^ to an^- 
nul the lava of the Xlmon? That is the question for the gendeman's con^ 
sideration^ 

No doubt, sir, a great majority of the people of New England consci^i- 
tiously believe the eipbargo law; of 1807 unconstitutional — as conscientiously 
certamly, as the people of South Carolina hold that opinion of the tariff. — 
They reasoned thus; Congress has power to regulate commerce; but here 9 
a law, they said, stopping all commerce, and stopping it indefinitely. The 
law is perpetual, therefore, as the law against treason or murder. Now, is this 
regulating commerce, or destroying it ? Is it guiding, controling, giving thi0 
rule to commerce, as a subsisting thing, or is it putting an end to it altor 

f ether? Nothing is more Certam th^ that a majority in New England 
eeraed ihis law a violation of the constitution. This very case requir^ by 
the gentleman to justify state interference had then arisen. Massachusetts b^ 
,lieved this law to be "a deliberate, palpable, and dangerous exercise of a 
power not granted by the constitution^ Deliberate it was, for it was long 
continued ; palpable she thought it, as no words in the constitution gave the 
power, and only a construction, in her opinion most violent, raised it; danger- 
ous it was, since it threatened utter ruin to her most important interest^ 
Here, then, was a Carolina case. How did Massachusetts deal with it ? It 
was, as she thought, a plain, manifest, palpable violation of the constitution; 
tod it brought ruin to her doors. Thousands of familie^ and hundreds of 
thousands of individuals, were beggared by it. While she saw and felt aU 
this, she saw and felt, also, that as a measure of national policy, it was perfect- 
ly futile; that the country was no way benefitted bv that which caused so 
much individual distress; that it was efficient only for the production of evil^ 
and all that evil inflicted on ourselves. In such a case, under such circum- 
stances, how did Massachusetts demean herself? Sir, she remonstrated, she 
memorialized, she addressed herself to the general government, not exactly 
** with the concentrated energy of passion," but with her strong sense, and the 
energy of sober conviction. But she did not interpose the arm of her powej 
to arrest the law, and break the embargo. Far from it Her principle* 
bound her to two things; and she followed her pdnciples, lead wher^ thej 
might First, to submit to every constitutional law of Congress ; and second- 
ly, if the constitutional validity of the law be doubted, to refer that questioQ 
to tlie decision of the proper tribunals. The first principle is vain and inef- 
fectual without the second. A n^ijority of us in New England bdieved the 
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•mbargo law unconsdttiiional ; but the mat question was, and^always wifl be 
m such cases, WMo is to decide this ! Who is to judge between the people 
and the govemment? And, sir, it is quite plain, that the constitution of the 
United States confers on the govemment itself to be exercised bj its appro- 
priate department, this power of deciding, ultimately and conclusively, upon 
the just extent of its own authority. If this had not been done, we should 
not have advanced a single step beyond the old confederation. 

Being fully of opinion that the embargo law was unconstitutional, the peo- 
ple of New Ei^land were yet equally dear in the opinion — it was a matter 
they did not doubt upon — that the question, after all, must be decided by 
the judicial tribunals of the United States. Before those tribunals, tjiere- 
fore, they brought the question. Under the provisions of the law, they had 
given bonds, to millions in amount, and which were alleged to be forfeited. 
They suffered the bonds to be sued, and thus raised the question. In the old- 
fiishioned way of settling disputes, they went to law. The case came to hear- 
ing and soleijin argument; and he who espoused their cause and stood up 
for them against the vaHdity of the act, was none other than that great man, 
of whom the gentleman has made honorable mention, Samuel Dexter. 
He was then, wr, in the fullness of his knowledge and the maturity of his 
strength. He had retired from long and distinguished public service here, to 
the renewed pursuit of professional duties ; carrymg with him all that enlarge- 
ment a«d expansion, all the new strength and force, which an acquaintance 
with the more general Subjects discussed in the national councils is' capable of 
adding to profes^onal attainment, in a mind of true greatness and compre- 
hension. He was a lawyer, and he was also a statesman. He had studied 
the constitution, when he filled public station, that he might defend it; he had 
examined its principles, that he might mamtain them. More than all men, or 
at least as much as any man, he was attached to the general government, and 
to the union of the states. His feelings and opinions all ran in that direction. 
A question of constitutional law, too, was, of all subjects, that one which was 
best suited to his talents and learning. Aloof from technicality, and unfet^ 
tered by artificial rule, such a question gave opportunity for that deep and 
dear analysis, that mighty grasp of principle, which so much distinguished 
bis higher efforts. His very statement was argument; his inference seemed 
demonstration. The earnestness of his own conviction wrought conviction in 
others. One was convinced, and believed, and consented, because it was grati- 
fymg, delightful, to think, and fed, and bdieve, in unison with an intellect of 
auch evident superiority. 

Mr. Dexter, sir, such as I have described him, argued the New England 
cause. He put into his effort his whole heart, as weU as all the [)ower8 of his 
understanding; for he had avowed, in the most public manner, his entire con- 
currence with his neighbors^ on the point in dispute. He aigued the cause; 
it was lost, and New England submitted. The establishea tribunals pro- 
nounced the law constitutional, and New England acquiesed. Now, sir, is 
not this the exact oj^osile of the doctrine of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina ? According to him, instead of refemng to the judicial tribunalfi^ we 
should have br<ien up the umbargo, by laws of our own ; we should have 
repealed it, quoad New England; for we had a strong, palnable, and opprea- 
Ave case. Sir, we believe the embargo unconstkutional; but still, that was 
matter of opinion, and who was to decide it ? We thought it a clear oise; 
out, neverthdess, we did not take the laws into our hxadBybecaute we didnoi 
wish to bring about a revolution^ nor to break up the Union; for I : 
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tain, that, between submission to the decision of the constituted tribunals^ and 
resolution, or disunion, there is no middle ground — there is no ambiguoua 
Condition, half allegiance and half rebellion. There is no treason, madco9f. 
And, sir, how futile^ how very futile it ia^ to admit the rkht of state interfer- 
ence, and then to attempt to save it from the character of unlawful resistance^ 
by adding terms of qualification to the causes and occa^onsj leaving all the 
qualifications, like the case itself, in the discretion of the state governments. 
It must be a clear case, it is said; a delibemte case; a palpable ease; a dan- 
gerous case. But, then, the state is still left at Mberty to decide for heiself 
what is clear, what is deliberate, what is palpable, what is dangerous. 

Do adjectives and epithets avail any tlung? Sir, the human mind is so 
constituted, that the merits of both sides of a controversy appear vay clear, 
and very palpable, to those who respectively espouse them, and both sides 
•usually grow dearer, as the controversy advances. South Carolina sees un- 
constitutionality in the tariff-^ she sees oppression there, also, and she sees 
danger. Pennsylvania, with a vision not less sharp, looks at the same tari£^ 
md sees no such thing in it — she sees it all constitutional, all nseful, all safe. 
The faith of South Carolina is stren^^ned by opposition, and she now not 
only^ees, but resolves, that the i%nS[ is palpably unconstitutional, oppressive, 
and dangerous; but Pennsylvania, not to be behind her neighbors, and equ^- 
\j willing to strengthen her own faith by a confident asseveration, resolves al- 
so^ and gives to every warm affirmative of South Carolina, a plain downright 
Pennsylvania negative South Carolina to show the strength and unity of 
her opinions, brings her assembly to a unanimity, within seven votes; Penn- 
sylvania, not to be outdone in this respect more than others, reduces her dis- 
sentient fraction to one vote. Now, sir, again I ask the gentieman, what is 
to be done? Are these states both right? Is he bou^d to consider them 
both right? If not, which is in the wrong? or, rather, which has the best 
right to decide ? 

And if he, and if I, are not to know what the constitution means, and what 
it is, till those two state legislatures, and the twenty-two others, shall agree in 
its construction what have we sworn to, when we have sworn to maintain it ? 
I was forcibly struck, sir, with one reflection, as the gentleman went on with his 
apeecL He quoted Mr. Madison's resolutions to prove that.a state may inter- 
fere, in a case of deliberate, palpable, and dangerous exercise of a power not 
granted. The honorable member supposes the tariff law to be such an exei^ 
cise of power, and that consequently, a case has arisen in which the state 
may, if it see fit, interfere by its own law. Now, it so happens, nevertheless, 
that Madison himself deems this same tariff law quite constitutional Instead 
of a clear and palpable violation, it is, in his judgment, no violation at all. 
So that, while they use his authority for a hypothetical case, they reject it in 
the very case before them. All this, sir, shows the inherent futility. I had 
idmost used a stronger word — of conceding this power of interference to he 
states, and then attempting to secure it from abuse by imposing qualifications 
of which the states themselves are to judge. One of two things is true; 
either the laws of the Union are beyond the control of the states, or else we 
have no constitution of general government, and are thrust back again to the 
days of the confederacy. 

Let me here say, sir, that if the gentieman's doctrine had been received and 
actid upon in New England, in the times of the embargo and non-intercourse^ 
we shoukL probably not now have been here. The government would veij 
likely have gone to pieces and crumbled into dust No stronger case oaa 
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ever arise Aim exislod under thoee laws; no states can ever ^oteitsiin a dearer 
ecmvicttcdi tlian the New England States then enteitained; and if they had 
been under the influence of that heresy of opinion, as I muist call it, wh^h the 
hononible member espouses^ this Uni(Hi would, in aU probabihty have been 
scattered to the four winds. I aidt the genfleman, therefore, to apply his prinr 
dples to that case ; I aak him to come forth and declare whether, in his opn- 
vm^ ihe New England States would hare been justified in interf^rmg to break 
up the embargo system, under the eonacientious opinions which he held upon 
it Had they a r^ht to annul tluit law ? Does he admit, or deny ? If th^ 
which is thought palbably unconstitutional in South Carolina justifies that 
state in arresting the progress of the law, tell me whether that ^shich was 
thought palpably imconstitutional also in Massachusetts would have justified 
h^ in doing the same thing. Sir, I deny the whole doctrine. It has not a 
foot of ground in the constitution to stand on. No public man of reputation 
«ver advanced it in Massachusetts^ in the warmest times^ or could maintain 
himsdf upon it there at any time. 

I wish now, sir, to make a remark upon the Virginia resohitiops of I7d8. 
I cannot undertake to say how these resolutions were understood by those who 
passed them. Their language is not a little indefinite. In the case of the exr 
/ercise, by Congress, of a dangerous power, not granted to them, the ftsoln- 
tions assert the rights on the part of the state to interfere, and arrest the pro- 
gress of the evil. This is susceptible of more than one interpretation. It 
may mean no more than that the states may interfere by complaint and re- 
monstrance, or by proposing to the people an alteration c^ the federal consti- 
tution. This would all be quite unobjectionable; or it may be that no more 
is meant than to assert the general right of revolution, as against all govern- 
ments, in cases of intolerable oppression. This no one doubts; and this, in 
my opinwn, is all that he who framed these resolutions could have meant by 
it; for I shall not readily believe that he was ever of opinion that a state, u;i- 
der the constitution, and in conformity with it, could, upon the ground of her 
own opinion of its unconstitutionality, however clear and palpable she might 
think the case, annul a law of Congress, so far as it should operate on herself 
by her own legislative power. 

I must now beg to ask, sir, Whence is this supposed right of the states de- 
rived ? Where do they get the power to interfere with the laws of the Union ? 
Sir, the opinion which the honorable gentleman maintains is a no^on founded 
in a total misapprehension, in my judgment, of the origin of thia government, 
wid of the foundation on which it stands. I hold it to be a popular govern- 
ment, erected by the people, those who administer it responsible to the 'people, 
and itself capable of bemg amended and modified, just as the people may 
choose it should be. It is as popular, just as truly emanating from the peo- 
ple, as the state governnientB. It is created for one purpose; the state gov- 
ernments for another. It has its own powers ; they have theirs. There is no 
more authority with them to arrest the operation of a law of Congress, than 
with Congress to arrest the operation of their laws. We are here to adminis- 
ter a constitution emanating . immediately from the people, and trusted by 
them to our administration. It is not the creature of the sl^te governments. 
It is of no moment to the argument that certain acts of the state legislatures 
are neceaary to fill our seats in this body. That is not one of their ori^nal 
state powers, a part of the sovereignty of the state. It is a duty whict the 
people, by tlie constitution itself have imposed on the state legislatures, and 
which they might have left to be performed ekewhere^ if they had seen fit. 
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So tbey li«v6 left the choke of preBidont with eleoiois; but all this does Boi 
ttflfect the proportion that thk whole govanment — President^ Senate and 
House of BepreBentatives — is a popular government It leaves it still all ita 
popular character. The governor of a state (in some of the states) is chosen 
not directly by the people for the purpose of performing, among olher duties^ 
that of electing a governor. Is the government of the state on that account 
not a popular government ? This government^ sir, is the independent o&pnng 
of the popular wUL It is not the creature qf state legidatures; nay, more, if 
the whde truth must be told, the people brought it into existaice, established 
it, and have hitherto supported it, for the very purpose^ amongst others, of im- 
posiog certain salutary restraints on state sovereignties. * The states cannot now 
make war; they cannot contract alliances; they cannot make, each for itself 
separate regulations of commerce; they cannot lay imposts; they cannot coin 
money. If this constitution, sir, be the creature of state l^ialatures, it must 
be admitted that it has obtamed a strange control over the vohtion of its 
ereatcsa 

The people then, sir, erected this government They gave it a constitution, 
9Jkd in that constitution they have enumerated the powers which they bestow 
on it They have made it a limited government They have defined its au- 
thority. They have restrained it to the exercise of such powers as are grant- 
ed ; and all others^ they declare, are reserved to the states or the people. Bul^ 
sir, they have not stopped here. If they had, they woidd have accomplished 
but half their work. No definition can be so clear as to avoid possibility of 
doubt ; no limitation so precise as to exclude all uncertainty. Who, then, shall 
construe this grant of the people ? Who shi^ interpret their wi ), where it 
may be supposed they have left it doubtful ? With whom do they leave this 
ultimate right of deciding on the powers of the government ? Sir, they have 
settled all this in the fullest manner. They have left it with the government 
itself in its i^ppropriato branches. Sir, the very chief end, the main design 
for which the whole constitution was fhuned and adopted, was to establish a 
government that should not be obliged to act through state agency, or depend 
on state opinion and discretion. The people had 1^ quite enough of that 
kind of government under the eonft-deracy. Under that system, the legal 
action — the application of law to individuals — belonged exclusivdy to th^ 
states. Congress oould only recommend — their acts were not of binding 
force till the states had adopted and sanctioned them. Are we in that cour 
dition still ? Are we yet at the mercy of state discretion and state construc- 
tion ? Sir, if we are, then vain w«ll be our attempt to maintain the c(Mi8titu- 
tion under which we sit 

But, sir, the people have wisely provided, in the constitution itself a proper^ 
suitable mode and tribunal for settling questions of constitutionid law. There 
are, in the constitutbn, grants of powers to CcHigress, and restrict ons o • those 
powers. There are also prohibitions on the states. Some authority must 
therefore necessarily exist, having the ultimate jurisdiction to fix and ascertain 
the interpretation of these grants, restrictions, and prohibitions. The constitu- 
tion has itself pointed out, ordained, and established that authority. How has 
it accomplished this great and essential end ? By declaring, sir, that ^ the 
constitution and the laws of the United States^ made in pursuance thereof^ 
shaU be the supreme law of the land, any thing in the constitution or laws 
qfany state to the contrary notwithstanding*^ 

This, sir, was the first great step. By this, the supr^naoy of the oonatitutioa 
And laws of the United States is declared* The people so will it No state 
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larvr is to be valid wliicli comes in conflict witli the constitution or any law ct 
the United States. But who shall d^ide this question of interference? To 
whom lies the last appeal? This, sir, the constitution itself decides also, by 
declaring *^that the judicial power shall extend to all cases ariein^ imder the 
constitujtion and laws of the United States.^ These two provisions, rar, 
cover the whole ground. They are, in truth, the keystone of the arch. With 
these it is a government; without them It is a confederacy. In pursuance of 
these cleaf and express provisions. Congress established, at its very fifet session, 
in the judicial act, a mode for carrying them into full effect, and for bring^g 
all questions c^ constitutional power to the final decision of the Supreme Court 
It then, sir, became a government. It then had the me&ns of self-protection; 
and but for this, it would, in all probability, have been now among things 
which are passed. Having constituted the government, and declared itn 
powers, the people have furUier said, that since somebody must decide on the 
extent of these powers^ the government shall itself decide — subject always 
like other popular governments, to its responsibility to the people. And now, 
sir, I repeat, how is it that a state legislature acquires any right to interfere? 
Who, or what, gives them the right to say to the people, " We, who are your, 
agents and servants for one purpose^ will undertake to decide, that your oth^ 
agents and servants, appointed by you for another purpose, have transcended 
the authority you gave them" ? The reply would be, I think, not imperti- 
nent, " Who made you a judge over another's servanta. To their own masters 
they stand or fall" 

Sir, I deny this power of state legislatures altogether. It cannot stand the 
test of examination. Gentlemen may say, that^ in an extreme case, a state 
government might protect the people from intolerable oppression. Sir, in 
such a case the pec^le might protect themselves, without the aid of the state 
governments. Such a case warrants revolution. It must m^e, when it 
comes, a law for itself. A nullifying act of a state legislature cannot alter the 
case, nor make resistance any more lawful. In maintaining these sentiments^ 
sir, I am but asserting the rights of the people. I state what they have 
declared, and insist on their right to declare it. They have chosen to repose 
this power in the general government, and I think it my duty to support it, 
like other constitutional powers. 

For myself, sir, I doubt the jurisdiction of South Carolina, or any other state^ 
to prescribe my constitutional duty, or to settle, between me and the people^ 
the validity of laws of Congress for which I have voted. I decline her 
umpirage. I have not sworn to support the constitution according to her con- 
strucjion of its clauses. I have not stipulated, by my oath of office or otherwise^ 
to come under any responsibility, except to the people and those whom they 
have appointed to pass upon the question, whether the laws, supported by my 
votes, conform to the constitution of the country. And, sir, if we look to thi 
general nature of the case. Could any thing have been more preposterous than 
to have tnade a government for the whole Union, and yet left its powers 
subject, uot to one interpretation, but to thirteen or twenty-four interpretations ? 
Instead of one tribunal, established by all, responsible to all, with power to 
decide for all, shall constitutional questions be left to four and twenty popular 
bodies, each at liberty to decide for itself, and none bound to respect tb^ 
decisions of others; and each at liberty, too, to give a new construction, €m 
every new election of its own members ? Would any thing, with such a prin- 
ciple in it, or rather with such a destitution of all principle, be fit to be c^ed 
ft government? No, sir. It should Qot be denominated a ocnistitution. It 
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shaold be called, rather, a collection of topics fbr eveiiastnig controveny; 
heads of debate for a disputatious people* It would not be a government It 
would, not be adequate to any practical good, nor fit for any country to lire 
under. To avoid all possibiHty of being misunderstood, allow me to repeat 
again, in the fullest manner, that I claim no powers for the government by 
forced or unfair construction. I admit that it is a government of strictly lim- 
ited powers; of enumerated, specified, and particularized powers; and that 
whatsoever is liot granted is withheld. But, notwithstanding ai this^ and 
however the grant of powers may be caressed, its limits and extent may yet, 
in some cases, admit of doubt; and the general government would be good 
for nothing, it would be incapable of long existence, if some mode had not 
been provided in which those doubts, as they should arise, nught be peacea- 
bly, bat not authoritatively, solved. ^ -- 

And now, Mr. President, let me run the honorable gentlemaf^s doctrine a 
little into its practical application. Let us look at his probable modus operandi. 
If a thing can be done, an ingenious man can teU how it is to be done. Now, 
I wish to be informed how this state interference is to be put in practice. We 
will take the existing case of the tariff law. South Carolina is said to have 
made up her opinion upon it. If we do not repeal it^ (as we probably shall 
not,) she will then apply to the case the remedy of her doctrine. She will, 
we must suppose, pass a law of her l^islature, declaring the- several acts of 
Congress, usually called the tariff laws^ null and vend, so &r as they respect 
Soum Carolina, or the citizens thereof. So far, all is a paper transaction, and 
easy enough. But the collector at Charleston is collecting the duties imposed 
by these tariff laws — he, therefore, must be stopped. The collector will seize 
the goods if the tariff duties are not paid. The state authorities will under- 
take their rescue : the mar^al, with lus posse, will come to the collector's aid ; 
and here the contest begins. The ^mihtia of the state will be called out to 
sui^ain the nullifying act They will march, sir, imder a very gallant leadar; 
for I believe the honorable member himself commands the miliSa of that part 
of the state. He will raise the jtuixifting act on his standard, and ^read 
it out as his banner. It will have a preamble, bearing that the tariff laws are 
palpable, deUberate, and dangerous violations of the constitution. He will 
proceed, with his banna* flying, to the custom house in Charleston, — 

** all the -while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial sounds.'* 

Arrived at the custom house, he will tell the collector that he must collect no 
more duties under any of the tariff laws. This he will be somewhat puzzled 
to say, by the way, with a grave countenance, considering what hand South 
Carolina herself had in that of 1816. But, sir, the collector would, probably, 
not deast at his bidding. Here would ensue a pause ; for they say, that a cer- 
tain stillneos precedes the tempest Before this military array ^ould M on 
custom house, cc^kctor, clerks, and all, it is very probable some of those com- 
posing it would request of their gallant commander-in-chief to be informed a 
little upon the point of law ; for they have doubtless a just respect for his opin- 
ions as a lawyer, as well as for his bravery as a soklier. They know he has 
read Blackstone and the constitution, as well as Turenne and Vauban. They 
wouM ask him., therefore, something concerning their rights in this matter. 
They woidd inquire whether it was not somewhat dangerous to resist a law of 
the United States. What would be the nature of their offidnca^ they would 
wish to kam, if they, by mihtary force «D,d array, resisted the execution in. 
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GaroUna of A kiw of the Uaited Stales, and it ahoold turn out, after al], tkak 
tiiiB law woi €onititvtional. He wonM answei^ of course^ tneecau 'Sohmyw 
could give any other an^er. John Fnefl, he would tdl them, had learned 
that some yean ago. How, thai, theyi^ould ask, do you propose to defend 
m? We are not afraid of ImlletB, but treason has a way of taking p90|^ off 
that we do not much relisL How do you propose to defend us! ^ Look al 
my floating banner/' he would reply ; *^ see there the nvUtfying law T Is it 
your q>ini«ii, gallant commander, they would then say, that if we should be 
indicted for treason, that same floating banner ci yours would jni^e a good 
f4ea in bar ? ^ South Carolina is a soverign state," he. would reply. TmU; is 
true; but would the judge admit our plea? ^ These tariff kws," he would 
repeat, " are unoonstituti^ial, palpably, ddiberately, dangerously." That all 
may be so ; but if the tribunals should not happai t6 be of that opinion, shall 
we swing for it? We are ready to die iar our country, but it is rather an 
awkward buainess^ this dying witliout touching the ground. After f^ this is 
a sort of Amp-tax, worse than any part of the tariffl 

Mr. Presid^t, the honorable e^Ueman would be in a dilemma like that of 
another great general He womd have a knot before him which he could nd 
untie. He must cut it with his sword. He must say to his Mowers^ Defend 
yourselves with your bay(Miet8; and this is war — civil war. 

Direct coUiaion, therefore, between force and fbroe^ is the unavoidable result 
oi that remedy for the revision of unconsdtutionai laws whidi the gentlantti 
contends for. It must happen in ihe very first case to which it is applied. 
Is not Ibis the plain result ? To resist, by force, t^e execution of a law, gen- 
erally, is treason. Can the courts of the United States take notice of the 
indulgence of a state to commit treason ? The common saying, that a state 
cannot c(xnmit treason hersd^ is nothing to the purpose. Can it authorize 
others to de it ? If John Fries had produced an act of Pennsylvania, «mul- 
ling the law <^ Congress, would it have helped his case ? Talk about it as we 
wiS, these doctrines go the length of revolution. They are incompatible with 
any peaceable administration of the govemmant They lead directly to dis- 
vamn and civil commotion ; and therefore it is, that at the commencement, 
when they are first fomid to be maintained by respectable men, and in a tangi- 
ble form, that I aiter my public protest against them alL 

The honorable gentleman aigues, that if this government be the sole 
judge of the extent of its own powers, whether that right of judging be in 
Congress or the Supreme Courts it equally subverts, state soverenty. This 
the gentleman sees^ or thinks he sees, although he (Cannot perceive how the 
nght of iudging in this matter, if left to the exercise of sti^ l^islatures, hM 
any tena^icy to subvert the government of the Union. Hie gentleman's 
opinion may be that the rieht.ofi^A^ not to have been lodged with the gene- 
ral government; he may lue better such a constitution as we dioidd nave 
under the r^ht of state interference^ but I ask him to meet me on the plain 
matter of fa^ — I ask him to meet me on the constitution itself •» I osk him 
if the power is not there -^^ clearly and visibly found there. 

But, sir, what is this dan^r, imd what the grounds of it! Let it be re- 
nembered, that the constituticm of the United States is not unalterable. It is 
to continue m its present form no longer thim the pec^e who estal^i^ed ft 
shall choose to continue it If they shall become convinced that they have 
made «a injudicious or inexpedient partition and distribution of power be- 
tween the state gov^tnments imd the general govemmait, they can alter that 
distjrU>ution at will. 
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If anythiug be fouiwi in the national constitution, either by original proy- 
visiott or subsequent int^retation, Which ought not to be in it^ the people 
know how to get rid of it If any construction be established, unacceptable 
to them, 80 as to become, practically, a part of the constitution, they will 
amend it at their own sovereign {Measure. But While the people choose to 
maintain it as it is, while they are satisfied with it, and refuse to change it^ 
who has given, or who can give, to the state legislatures a right to alter it^ 
either by interference, construction, or otherwise f (Gentlemen do not seem to 
recollect that the people have any power to do airpthing for themselves; they 
imagine there is no safety for them any longer than they are under the 
close guardianship of the state legislatures. Sir, the people have not trusted 
their safety, in r^ard to the general constitution, to these hands they have re- 
quired other security, and taken other bonds. They have chosen to trust 
tiiemselves, first to the plain words of the instrument^ and to such construction 
as the goyemmeht itself in doubtful cases, should put on its own powers, un- 
der their oaths of oflSce, and subject to their responsibihty to them ; just as 
the j5eople of a state trust their own state governments with a similar power. 
Secondly, they have reposed their trust in the efficacy of frequent elections, 
and in their own power to remove their own servants and Jigents, whenever 
they see cause. Thirdly, they have reposed trust in the judicisd power, which, 
in order that it might be trustworthy, they have made as respectable, as disin- 
terested, and as independent as practicable. Fourthly, they have seen fit to , 
rely, in case of necessity, or high expediency, on their known and admitted 
power to alter or amend the constitution, peaceably and quietly, whenever ex- 
perience shall point out defects or imperfections. And finally, the people of ' 
the United States have at no time, in no way, directly or indirectly, author- 
ized any state legislature to construe or interpret their instrument of govern- 
ment; much less to interfere, by their own power, to arrest its course and 
operation. 

If sir^ the people, in these respects, had done otherwise than they have done, 
their constitution tK>uld neither have been preserved, nor would it have been' 
worth preserving. And if ita plain provision shall now be disregarded, and 
these new doctrines interpolated in it^ it will become as feeble and helpless a 
being as enemies, whether early or more recent, could possibly desire. It will 
exist in every state, but as a poor dependant on state permission. It must 
borrow leave to be, and will be, no longer than state pleasure, or state discre- 
tion, sees fit to grant the indulgence, and to prolong its poor existence. 

But, sir, ahbough there are fears, there are hopes also. The people have 
preserved this, their own chosen constitution, for forty years^ and have sieen 
their happiness, prosperity, and renown grow with its growth and strengthen 
with its strength. They are now, generaDy, strongly attached to it Over- 
thrown by direct assault it cannot be; evaded, undermined, NuiiLiFiKD, it will 
not be, if we, and those who shall succeed us h^re, as agents and i^presenta- 
tives of the people, shall conscientiously and vigilantly dischar^ the two 
great branches of our public trust — fiuthfrdly to preserve and wisdy to ad- 
minister it 

Mr. President, I have thus stated the reasons of my dissent to the doctrines 
which have been advanced and maintained. I am conscious of having de- 
tained you, and the Senate, much too long. I was drawn into the debate 
with no previous deliberation such as is suited to the discussion of so grave 
and important a subject But it is a subject of which my heart is full, and I 
have not been willmg to suppress the utterance of its spontaneous sentiments. 
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I caonoty even now, persuade myself to reHnquish it^ withonf^ expesBmg 
ODce more, my deep conviction, that since it respects nothing less than the 
union of the states, it is of nMst vital and essential importance to . the public 
happiness. I profess, sir in my career hitherto, to have kept steadily in view 
the prosperity and honor of the whole country, and the preservation of our 
Federal Union. It is to that Union we owe our safety at home, and our con- 
sideration and dignity abroad. It is to that Union we are chiefly indebted 
for whatever makes us most proud of our country. That Union we reached 
only by the discipline of our virtues in the severe school of adversity. It had 
its origin in the necessites of disordered finance, prostrate conamerce, and 
ruined credit Under its benign influences, these great interests immediately 
awoke, as from the dead, and sprang forth with newness of life. Every year 
of its duration has teemed with fresh proofs of its utility and .its blessings; and 
although our territory has stretched out wider and wider, and our population 
spread farther and farther, they have not outrun its protection or its benefits. 
It has been to us all a copious fountain of national, social, personal happiness. 
I have not allowed mysefr, sir, to look beyond the Union, to see what might 
lie hidden in the dark recess behind. I have not coolly weighed the chances 
of preserving hberty, when the bonds that unite us together shall be broken 
asunder. I have not accustomed myself to hang over the precipice of disun- 
ion, to see whether^ with my shoit sight, I can fathom the depth of the abyss 
below ; nor could I re^d him as a safe counsellor in the affairs of, this 
government, whose thoughts should, be mainly bent on considering, not how 
the Union should be best preserved, but how tolerable mighet be the condition 
of the people when it shall be broken up and destroyed. While the Umon 
lasts, we have high, exciting, gratifying prospects spread out before us, for us 
and our children. Beyond that I seek not to penetrate the veil. God grant 
that in my day at least, that curtain may not rise. God grant that on my 
vision never may be opened what lies behind. "When my eyes shall be turned 
to behold, for the last time, the sun in heaven, may I not see him fihining on 
the, broken and dishonored fragments of a once-glorious Union; on states dis- 
severed, discordant, belligerent; on a land rent with civil feuds, or drenched, 
it may be, in fraternal blood JXLet their last feeble and lingering glance, 
rather, behold the gorgeous ensign of the republic, now known and honored 
throughout the earth, still full high advanced, its arms and trophies streaming 
in their original lustre^ not a stripe erased or polluted, nor a single star 
obscured — bearing for ita motto no such miserable interrogatory as, WJiat 
is all this worth? nor those other words of delusion and folfy, Liberty fir$ty 
and Union afterwards; but everv where, spread all over Jn characters of 
living light, blazing on all its ample folds, as they float over the sea and over 
the land, and in every wind under the whole heavens, that other sentiment, dear 
to every true American heart — Liberty and Union, now and forever, one 
and inseparable! 
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